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From “The Scholemaster”
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Imitation is a faculty to express lively and perfectly that ex-
ample which ye' go about® to follow. And of itself it is large and
wide: for all the works of nature in a manner be examples for art to
follow .

But to our purpose’: all languages, both leamned and mother
tongues, be gotten, and gotten only by Imitation . For as ye use® to
hear, so ye leam to speak:if ye hear no other, ye speak not you-
self: and whom ye only hear, of them ye only leam.

Yet, nevertheless, the rudeness of common and mother
tongues is no bar® to wise speaking. For in the rudest country, and
most barbarous mother language, many be found that can speak
very wisely: but in the Greek and Latin tongue, the two only
learned tongues, which be kept not in common talk but in private
books, we find always wisdom and eloquence, good matter and
good utterance, never or seldom asunder®. For all such authors as
be fullest of good matter and right judgment in doctrine be likewise
most proper in words, most apt in sentence, most plain and pure in
ultering the same.

And, contrariwise, in those two tongues, all writers, either in
Religion or any sect of Philosophy, whosoever be found fond in
judgment of matter, be commonly found as rude in uttering their
mind. . . . They be not wise therefore that say, “What care 1 for a
man’s words and utterance, if his matter and reasons be good.”
Such men say so, not so much of ignorance , as’ either of some sin-
gular pride in themselves or some special malice or other, or for
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some private and partial matter, either in religion or other kind of
learning. For good and choice meats be no more® requisite for
healthy bodies than proper and apt words be for good matters, and
also plain and sensible utterance for the best and deepest reasons:
in which two points standeth perfect eloquence, one of the fairest
and rarest gifts that God doth give to man.

Ye,know not what hurt ye do to leaming, that care not for
words but for matter, and so make a divorce’ between tongue and
heart. For mark all ages: look upon the whole course of both the
Greek and Latin tongue, and ye shall surely find that, when apt
and good words began to be neglected, and properties of those two
tongues to be confounded then also began ill deeds to spring,
strange manners to oppress good orders, new and fond opinions to
strive with old and true doctrine, first in Philosophy and after in
Religion, right judgment of all things to be perverted, and so virtue
with leamning is condemned, and study left off'°: of ill thoughts
cometh perverse judgment,of ill deeds springeth lewd talk . Which
four misorders, as they mar'’ man’s life, so destroy (they) good
learning withal .

But behold the goodness of God’ s prudence for leaming: all
old authors and sects of Philosophy, which were fondest in opinion
and rudest in utterance, as Stoics and Epicures, first condemned of
wise men and after forgotten of all men, be so consumed'? by time,
as they be now not only out of use but also out of memory of man:
which thing, 1 surely think, will shortly chance to the whole doc-
trine and all the books of phantastical Anabaptists'’ and Friars™,
and of the beastly Libertines' and Monks.

Again, behold on the other side how God’ s wisdom hath
wrought , that of Academici and Peripatetici'®, those that were wis-
est in judgment of matters and purest in uttering their minds, the
first and chiefest that wrote most and best in either tongue, as Pla-
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to and Aristotle in Greek, and Tullie in Latin, be so either wholly
or sufficiently left unto us, as I never knew yet scholar that gave
himself to'” like, and love, and follow chiefly those three authors,
but be proved both learned, wise, and also an honest man, if he
joined with all true doctrine of God’ s Holy Bible, without the
which the other three be but fine-edged tools in a fool or madman’
s hand.

And here for my pleasure | purpose a little by the way to play
and sport with'® my master Tullie; from whom commonly I am nev-
er wont to dissent'” . He himself, from this point of learning, in his
verses doth halt® a little, by his leave® . He could not deny it, if
he were alive, nor those defend him now that love him best. This
fault T lay to his charge®: because once it pleased him, though
somewhat merrily, yet over uncourteously, to rail upon® poor Eng-
land, objecting both extreme beggary and mere barbariousness unto
it, writing thus unto his friend Atticus: There is not one scruple® of
silver in that whole Isle, or any one that knoweth either leaming or
letter.

But now, master Cicero™, blessed be God and his son Jesus
Christ, whom you never knew, except it were as it pleased him to
lighten you by some shadow, as courtly in one place ye confess
saying, Veritatis tantum umbram consectamur™, as your master
Plato did before you: blessed be God, I say, that sixteen hundred
years after you were dead and gone it may truly be said, that for
silver there is more comely” plate in one city of England than is in
four of the proudest cities in all haly, and take Rome for one of
them. And for learning, beside the knowledge of all learned
tongues and liberal sciences, even your own books, Cicero, be as
well read, and your excellent eloquence is as well liked and loved,
and as truly followed, in England at this day, as it is now, or ever
was, since your own time in any place of ltaly, either at Arpinum,
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where ye were born, or else at Rome, where ye were brought up®.
And a little to brag with you, Cicero, where you yourself, by your
leave , halted in some point of learning in your own tongue, many in
England at this day go straight up, both in true skill and right do-
ing therein.?

This I write, not to reprehend™ Tullie, whom above all other I
like and love best, but to excuse Terence’ , because in his time,
and a good while after, poetry was never perfected in Latin, until
by true Imitation of the Greeians it was at length®® brought to per-
fection: And also thereby® to exhort® the goodly wits of England,
which, apt by nature and willing by desire, give themselves to po-
etry, that they, rightly understanding the barbarous bringing of
rimes™> , would labor as Vergil36 and Horace” did in Latin, to make

perfect also this point in our English tongue.
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