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Olympic Committee (1. 0. C.) was organized too.
This assembly was treated afterwards as the
st general congress of [.O.C..

And thus the recent Olympiad has made a
start. Since then, to commemorate the very day,
all members of 1.0.C. have made it the estab-
lished custom to hold a grand sports festival on
the 23rd of June every year.
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An Olympiad is consisted of four years of the
solar calendar. An International Qlympic Games
is held once an Olympiad. And 22 Olympiads
have gone by since the 1st Athens Olympics in
1896 to the 23rd Los Angeles Olympics
in 1984.

All stamps collected in this issue were
arranged not only in chronological order to be




most convenient for quotation but compiled in
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1 All stamps in this issue are arranged in chro-
nological order and are grouped under each
Olympiad.

2 The date of issue, nationality and variety of
each stamp can be seen in Chinese and
English at the side of each page according to
the difference of its date of issue and naticnality.

3 There are some stamps issued in nationality
which is not definitely recognized as a nation,
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e.g. Cephalonia. And dash {(—) indicates
that the date of issue is unknown.

Postage stamps, air post stamps and perforated
or imperforated stamps are arranged in different
grades respectively, even if they are issued on
the same day and in the same nation. But some
stamps issued after the 17th Olympiad are on
the same grade notwithstanding their differ-
ence of variety.
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The stamps issued on the same day and in
the same nation are arranged in order of value
from left.

6 The explanations of stamps are read in (" hinese
and English under each page. |, 1L, IIl, ete
shows the number of grade downwards and
1, @, (3, ete. shows their place on the same
grade from left.

7 Stamps are principally printed in full size.

but some sheets or first day covers. which
can not be arranged in full size, are printed in
the largest size possible and their rea! sizes
are found at the end of their explanations.
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