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Robin Hood fights the big man on the bridge

FRIXAEHLEEXANTT (FL4-57)



Little John counts the four hundred pieces of gold
NAHEHWEHRET (F AL 16-17 7)



Friar Tuck carries Robin across the river again
FHEEBEBAFTELT (5N 2829 )




Maid Marian throws back her hood
LA Gl RAREE —H (5 A 40-41 )



Robin Hood shoots at the mark
FEAH e (BN 62-63 )
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The king eats with Robin and his men
BEfFZRALFFTA—RAR (50 7879 1)




Introduction

The Robin Hood stories come from the time we
call the Middle Ages, about the years 1000 to
1500. They are “folk” stories. That is, they were
told by — or to — the people of the small farms
and villages. Not the rich. Not the lords and
ladies. Not the people who could read and
write, like the churchmen.

Most of the common people were poor. The
men with power and riches were the lords and
the owners of land. Some - but not all -
churchmen had power and riches too. Only a
few of the people with power did anything to
help the poor.

When life is like that, the common people
love to hear stories about a “folk hero” like
Robin Hood. Very many countries have stories
about folk heroes. Sometimes they are real
people. Sometimes, as with Robin Hood, we
don’t know: was he a real person? The folk hero
always wins in the fight against power that
is unfairly used.

Folk heroes like Robin Hood help the com-
mon people when those with power are unjust.
Those who hear the stories feel that the hero is
“on our side”.
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Introduction

The Robin Hood stories were first told as
ballads. A ballad is a poem that tells a story,
and at first it was sung. The second story in this
book (Robin Hood and Sir Richard of the Lee) is
taken from a ballad which began:

Lithe! and listen, gentlemen
That be of free-born blood.
I'll tell you of a good yeoman,
His name was Robin Hood.

Robin was a proud outlaw

The while he walked on ground.?

So courteous® an outlaw as he was one
Was never none y-found.

(' Come round me; 2 all through his life;
3 kind and polite)

The ballads were poems, partly because
poems are easy to remember, partly because
they were sung, and partly because the singer
or story-teller was often a poet. The singer-poet
changed the words from time to time. We must
remember that the earliest Robin Hood ballads
were sung a long time before there were any
printed books in Britain (Caxton printed his first
book in 1477).

Some of the stories in this book come from
the Dballads in A Little Geste of Robin Hood,
which was printed in 1489 (they are all in the
Oxford Book of Ballads). Because they come
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Introduction

from very early ballads, you will not find any-
thing in them about Maid Marian, Robin Hood’s
clever wife. She came into later ballads, with
the fat and jolly Friar Tuck. Some of the stories
in this book come from these later ballads.

Robin Hood’s chief enemy in these stories is
the Sheriff of Nottingham. Robin is also against
some churchmen who grew fat on lands and
money that they took from the people. But he
was not against the church. And we are told
that he loved “Our dear Lady” (the Virgin Mary)
so much that he would not hurt any company in
which there was a woman.
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