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COMPILER’S NOTE

This large color album —“City Flowers of China”, reflecting the work being done to
beautify our cities in the process of reform and opening to the outside world, is compiled
specifically to all cities in China as well as to flower-lovers both at home and abroad.

The album, first of its kind and published in English and Chinese with plenty of illustra-
tions, serves as a document which systematically describes 35 city flowers of our 87 cities.
It not only records the botanical features of the flowers but also gives an account of the
historical relations between city flowers and cities.

While taking city flowers as symbols of the cities, it makes a brief description of the fea-
tures of humanity, geography, economy, culture, history as well as social customs and
tourist attractions of each city. It is a must for the libraries of municipalities, urban con-
struction departments, garden management bureaus, culture and education organizations,
travel service agencies and other libraries as well. It contains photographs of the grand
occasion of the 1st City Flower Show of China (Oct. 4-6, 1986). It collects the poems, cal-
ligraphy, paintings and commemorative pictures of the Chinese state and Party leaders,
the celebrities at home and abroad, the well-known writers and calligraphers with their
reminiscences as well as the name list of the mayers of the cities participating in the
Show.

In addition, there is a rich collection of the national flowers of 74 countries in the world
and some representative flowers and plants of certain countries. The magnificent photos
of the flowers and cities in the album, which are the master pieces of famous photo-
graphers, are no doubt collectors’ items.

The contents of the album are grouped under different subjects and arranged in Chinese
phonetic alphabetic order. The data of the album were provided by the relevant cities and
departments from March 1986 to the end of 1987.

Special acknowledgement must be made of those who rendered us help in the compila-
tion of the album and who so graciously served as sources of information. They are:
Photograph Dept. of China Xinhua News Agency, Hong Kong Branch of Xinhua News
Agency, Hang Kong Good Companion, China Pictorial, The Chinese Photographers Soci-
ety, All China Flowers Association, General Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
some foreign embassies in China, China Welfare Fund for the Handicapped, Hong Kong
Pictorial Shenghuo Dushu Xinzhi Joint Publishing Group, Fine Arts Editorial Office of
Education and Science Publishing House, Gardening News, Beijing Slide Manufactory,
etc.

Our thanks are also extended to the anonymous photographers whose pictures have been
provided by various departments. Comments and suggestions for improvement are warm-
ly welcome.

Finally, allow us to quote the words of Mr. Wen Yiduo to express our wish:

“I'll praise the flowers of my motherland,

I'll praise my flower-like motherland.”
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Flowers in blossoms
without sunshine is by
no means spring

(in lieu of a preface)

Right after the National Day of 1986,
“The Chinese City Flowers Exhibition,”
was held in Shenzhen from October 4th to
6th. Over 30 species of flowers from 75
cities were on display at the exhibitions,
among them were Chinese rose and chry-
santhemum from Beijing, Yulan magnolia
from Shanghai, kapok tree (Gossampinus
malabarica) from Guangzhou, peony from
Luoyang, lotus from Jinan, camelia from
Kunming etc. They were contending in
singularity and beauty, and set one
another off in such a harmonous way as
to symbolize a flourishing China with its
bright future.

China is an ancient country with world
fame. A tradition of growing and fancying
flowers has all along been provailing
among the Chinese peoples. As the
ancient Chinese saying goes, people were
“fancying rare flowers with might and
main”. Flower-veined patterns had been
found on the unearthed ancient painted
pottery, which shows that as far back as
the Xia Dynasty, flowers had entered
from the pragmatic stage to the aesthetic-
al one and become ornamental objects in
our forefathers lives. In the existing ear-
liest hterature collection “the Book of
Songs”, there are quite a few verses eulo-
gizing flowers:" Peach flowers look tender
and shine brilliantly”; “Rose of Sharon
grows in the hills, whereas lotus grows in
the ponds”. Much quoted lines and excel-
lent writings on flowers had appeared far
more often in ancient poems, essays and
records after the Han Dynasty. Almost all
great poets and writers of all ages deemed
it a pleasure to express their wishes or
convey their feelings through flowers. Qu
Yuan grew orchid in Jiuyuan garden; Tao
Qian picked chrysanthemum at the East
Hedge; Li Bai lay asleep amidst flowers
after being dead drunk; Du Fu was
touched so greatly by the flowers as to
shed tears on them, to name only some of
them. In regard to books, you can find in
“Strange Tales of LiaoZhai” such names
as flower fairy and flower goddess, and in
“the Red Chamber Dream” you may come
across such phrases as “eulogizing had be-
come an flowers” “crying over flowers,”
“burying flowers” etc. Flowers essential
theme in our classical literature had
already been blended into our traditional
culture, thus adding to it charming
splendor.

Flower is beauty, and the fact that people
love flower means they love beauty. But
where lies its beauty? Its bright colours
and its fragrant smells as well may, no
doubt, stimulate aesthetic feelings of the
people concerned. However, as the dis-
tinguishing feature of our national culture,
flower contains some deeper meaning.
Flowers have traversed from the wildness
into the pavilions and gardens and further
to be placed on the tables. Flowers have
embodied various lofty characters of our
nation, and have been moulding our peo-
ple’s noble temperaments.

The frost-and-cold-resisting  chrysan-
theumu, the pure lotus out of filth and
mire, the gentle and delicate orchid, the
graceful camelia, all of which would give
rise to people’s imaginations and arouse
people’s fine sense of inspirations. While
admiring flowers, one cannot but integrate
onself with them as a solid whole, which,
therefore, transforms one’s enjoyment of
its beauty into his search for perfection.
Flower is symbol not only of beauty, but
also of life and creativity. Flower in bud
signifies the commencement of a new life;
flower in bloom indicates the emergence
of a new creation.

Since blossoming is always a harbinger of
fruits, flower therefore, is also symbol of
success. In view of the long history be-
hind it China has as yet started its city-
flower selection activities just a few years
ago. This signifies the fact that our
ancient nation has already set out a new
high and is determined to bring into full
play its creative spirit and realize the
beautiful blueprint of modernizations in
the vast land of our country. When I was
strolling amidst the piles of hundreds of
flowers in “The Chinese City Flowers Ex-
hibition”, I couldn’t but feel an upsurge of
emotion and imagination. This very
“Chinese City Flowers Exhibition” We are
holding at the beach of the South China
Sea predisely foretells the fact that the
Chinese nation will in the near furure
stand firmly in the East with a new look
of its modern civilization.

“Flowers are flying everywhere in the
spring city”. Our beautiful motherland is
full of creative vitality, “Flowers in blos-
soms without sunshine is by no means
spring”. With an indomitable spirit, our
great nation is making big stride towards
a glorious future!
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Bailan (Mickelia alba DC

* The City Flower of Dongchuan

Bailan, an evergreen arbor, originates in
Java, Indonesia and belongs to the Mag-
nolia Family (Magnoliaceae)
widely planted in South China and used
for environmental greenmaking and side-

It has been

walk tree-planting. It can also be planted
in the courtyard.

During the past 20 years, people in Dong-
chuan city of northeast Yunnan Province
have painstakingly cultivated this flower,
which has been successfully tested
through severe winter and hot summer
Its flowers can be sued to extract essence
and smoke (|l|;i|it)’ tea. Its roots, leaves
and flowers can be used as tranditional
Chinese medicines.

Bailan has been named as the city flower

of Dongchuan where the trees have been
widely planted to beautify the city and
their flowers are gracefully worn on
women’s breast as ornaments.

ongchuan is located in the northeast of

Yunnan Province on the northern bor-
der of the Yunnan Guizhou Plateau. In
1953, Dongchuan Mine District was estab-
lished in Huize county and became a city
under the provincial jurisdiection in May,
1958. Now the city covers a total area of
1; sq. km with a population of 280,
000,

Dongchuan has long history of copper
production, which was first recorded in
the book The “History of Huayang King-
dom” of the East Jin Dynasty (317-420
AD.) . It was most flourishing during
Emperor Qianlong’s reign and the annual
copper output once amounted to several

thousand tons. After the Republic of Chi-
na was founded, Dongchuan Mine Com-

pany Ltd. and Northern Yunnan Mine
Company were established one after
another to mine and smelt copper. Now,

Dondchuan has already become one of the
main bases of copper production in China
and is quite famous in the world.

After many years of
urban districts of 3 sq. km has come into
being. The industrial production of the
city is quite broad in scale. Dongchuan
has already become the thoroughfare of
Northeast Yunnan and a collecting and
distributing centre of goods

Bailan flower was chosen as the city flow-
er by the Municipal People’s Congress on
Augsrt 2, 1982,

construction, new
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Chinese Tamarisk
(Tamrix chinensis Lour.)

* The City Flower of Germu

Chinese Tamarisk, a deciduous shrub or
small arbor with small scale-like leaves
belongs to the Tamarix Family.

Kind of trees for sandfixation and
afforestation in the area with saline soil
and is widely spreading in the plains, san-
dy and alkling lands in the vallies of the
Huanghe (Yellow) River and Changjiang
(Yangtze) River.

This plant grows besides marsh or swamp
lakes with an average height of 1 to 2
metres, sometimes up to 3 metres. It is
dry-and-cold-resistant and can be used as
a protective barrier against wind and sand.
It grows in groups on the sandy beaches
or clay and sandy waterbeds.

With the accumulation of the windy sand,
its roots and stems, usually divided into
branches, are all the more big, strong and
-rooted, thus fixing the moving sand and
forming a giant “underground forest.”

It is in full bloom between July and Au-
gust, when its flowers with different col-
ours and shapes are contending with each
other. Its branches and stems can be used
to make baskets its slender branches and
tender leaves can be used as traditional
Chinese medicine.

Germu is situated in Qinghai Plateau,
covering an area of 99. 400sy. km,with
a population of 60, 000.

On June 10, 1986, the 42nd Session of the
Standing Committee of the Germo Muni-
cipal Peoples Congress decided that the
Chinese Tamarisk be its city flower. Now
the city covers a total area
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