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Guide to Beijing

Over thirty years have swiftly gone by since I began working in
China International Travel Service Head Office (CITS), a leading and
powerful enterprise in China’s tourism industry. During my almost life-
long work there, I have ever served as a tour-guide, a salesman in dis-
tributing travel products and managed the work for the development
and marketing of travel products in the Marketing Department of the
CITS Head Office. However, in the meanwhile I have also dedicated a
great deal of my time to the collection and translation of travel materi-
als, and so for decades of years I have amassed piles of them and e-
ventually got rich tourist knowledge in the job.

It is perhaps because of this that I hit upon an idea some time ago.
What a wonderful thing it would be if the famous scenic attractions in
Beijing could be put down in English in the form of questions and an-
swers and published in dual versions of English and Chinese that in-
tegrate things practical and interesting into one book. For this would
not only help propagate China ‘s tourism industry and enhance the
awareness of these scenic attractions of Beijing but also play a fine role
in the training of personnel and tour guides working in the forefront as
well as for the education and teaching in colleges and institutes of Chi-
na3s tourism industry. At the same time, it can also serve as an inter-
esting book of reference for tourists and visitors to Beijing both foreign
and Chinese alike.

Now, with the great help and cooperation of my partners a book en-
titled Serial Guidebooks of Tourist Attractions in China—Guide to Bei-
Jing is about to come to light. For this, I feel very much pleased be-
cause this book is not only the realization of my long-cherished wish
but can also play a part in the further development of tourism in China
so that I can contribute in some small way to the great undertakings of
the tourism industry in China that are taking place before the approac-
hing of the Beijing Olympic Games in 2008.

Finally, I would like to make it clear that part of the sources for this
book were travel materials formerly worked out in Chinese by the CITS
Head Office, which I have adapted and pieced together and put into
English. At the time of the publication of this book I would like to ex-
tend my sincere and heartfelt thanks to those comrades Qiu Haiyan,
Zhao Feng, Liang Xin, Xia Ling and Chen Qiaoying who have exerted
great efforts in the compilation of the reference materials in Chinese!

author
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B THEEE 3 K? HHEBBA B J? cverrrreerrerireieaeen 5
How large an area does the Municipality of Beijing cover?

What is the elevation of Beijing?
EFTH S VAR B2 BoARAAfT? oo 5
How many districts and counties are there in Beijing?

How about their locations?
FFIX A LN TH R R R ST B BT T crrreeereesernreiieneni it
Beijing, whence the land of splendor and magnificence?
F TG BARE A ATAEREGT  creverrerererenenanns ceenen T PPN 8
How and when was the name of Beijing derived?
7“74‘{‘4“?‘:#&"1%4@":&»%"‘7 T 11)
Why the “Capital City” is again called “Spring Bnghtness "2
A4 a -;jf_‘;]bg‘)&‘)%/\“,\#-ﬁﬁuﬁ&”-y B T P TR ]
Why the city of Beijing is known as a Cxty of an Elght —armed Nezha”?
What are the symbol trees and flowers of the city of Beijing?

jbﬁ:%#*iﬁiiﬁi} 9~? ......................................................... 14
What is the annual mean temperature in Beijing?
RFEHBELER S YR BAFEY BHTHH LT

BB ABABARIIBA B J 7 e 15
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How many days are there in each season in Beijing?

What's the specific feature for each of it? What’s the

highest and the lowest temperature in Beijing?
ARFLFWERMARS I E? FHARBAES F7 ovrvnnnns 16
How many frost-free days are there in a year in the area of

Beijing? What is the average sunshine time of a year?
o Nk R L e 16
What is the annual average precipitation in the area of Beijing?
AMBIAT T ZBITRATRILET -ocvveememrrememerntieniaaee 17
‘What are the main rivers flowing through the area of Beijing Municipality?
FEFTAHSIARK? BN LB o7 cooceeeeeniiniianiiiiiiai 17
How many nationalities are there in Beijing? What is the proportion?
AT B VI T e e 18
How long is the history of Beijing?
FEBEEGEE R —A? BRI 2B FIF? oeveenmernenrenanaanne 18
Which is the oldest hotel for visitors in Beijing?

Can you say something about it?

ILFEEL BRI AR IR— B2 e 20
‘Which is the most famous and brisk street in Beijing?

R A R B U 22
How did the Dong’an Bazaar come into being?

e E R b AT B R T AR BT eeeereerrrnrasirananaaneins 24

What'’s the name of the old cultural street in Beijing?
What special features does it offer?

AEEERE RGP RE IR B2 oo 26
Which street used to be the old flourishing business street in Beijing?
B A= E " RATH AT, JE i H A fT7 coecvererarrmecnaet e sanennaes 28

When was the “Tongrentang Herbal Medicine Shop” brought into
business in Beijing? Say something in brief about its history.

AFFEEEOEIKERIA? T IRE? -oveemnrnenenreeii, 29
Which is the oldest cathedral in Beijing? When was it built?
AFIRABERGE L RIMA? MTFRIF? v 31

Which is the largest cathedral in Beijing? When was it built?
FFRA REREIFO RAED MBS ZRA? & FTHRE? oo 32
Which is the largest, most well-protected and typical

lamasery in Beijing? When was it built?
HE B TR FRIIA? FTE KT coreverreorrvmmrrinreinennniienioennns 32
Which is the earliest Taoist temple in Beijing? When was it built?

LTI EBAGHFRFARE? HTIRIET? covemeerrnm e 33

e e e e e e e e -~ - — o~ - —
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Which is the mosque of the longest history in Beijing?
When was it buile?

TR —BRSP2BHRGAREREH+2 2 F7

FToFEAR? MBI B L7 oot s e e 34
‘What’s the name of the first modern art gallery in Beijing?

Which is privately run but subsidized by the state? When was it

completed and what’s the total floor space of it?

BT KRB AT F EA I T G T corerevermnrernremsreerieeeenns 35
How did the design for the National Grand Theater come into being?
TR TG R KELEIE? RIE LB AGT ccoerverreareraniennas 35
Where are the starting and ending stations of the earliest

railway in Beijing? When was it built?
A FKERGE A EEB ITIRITRT ccoeeerrarnmeniiicii. 36
What do the “Five Wonders of the largest bell in Beijing—the

King of Bells” refer to?
S B L BT Y S L I b L UV Ro 37
Where is the largest Diamond Seat Pagoda located in Beijing?

And which one is it?
TR R AATH R GT? AR BT cooeveeerreerene et 39
How did the Peking Opera come into being?

What are its special features?

ko ik L EHBES R G oD TREAEB ISP covereecir 42
What'’s the story about the Beijing Roasted Duck? How is it prepared?

KB — AT ERRE LM IEFIL? oo Ceeveriaee 44
Could you say something about the Ancient Observatory in Beijing?

il RN RIEIRATAL? oo 45
Do you know what the “Eight Scenic Attractions in Yanjing” refer to?

AL FKABIRE T P Z BT et 49
Which gardens are the “gardens within the gardens” in Beijing?

R TS SR Y ¥ WAL L. Eh 0% JENININOIereeseenssessen 50

‘What are the special arts and handicrafts in Beijing

that are well-known in the world?
FEBEHRLELARN? A FAE? ccovvnennns et anes 51
How did the name “Jingtailan” (cloisonné) come about? When was

it created?
BEAIMIDEFTR(FRAPIBIIA B VAL oreevrnriererenniennennninannnes 52
How far is it from the Capital Airport to the city of Beijing?
A A TR AL IR ATBE MR voverenvmrssrensmnareerennssenieciiieneetaaaes 52
How many subway lines are there in Beijing? When were them
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5 completed?

DA K AR ARA T FEBRF ST e
{ In which year was the Beijing Railway Station built and

, what is its total floor space?

I - o A D R A R A o ST
| When was Beijing International Airport built?

:I How about is present situation?

i

1

}

]

Ej;;ﬁ P AR o e e e
City Gate & Arrow Towers

| AEFBTT R A GG T A AT A AL ? et
| When was the Zhengyang Gate-tower built? And what was it used for?
B 2 2 S RN
E What's the legend about the Zhengyang Gate?

: hIoril XA PG EREZBD? TR TH L7 corerereennene
i Do you know who is the legendary old carpenter? And

' what does the story signify?

| OEMRIIEARET 2 5 AR DU A7 et e
) What is the past and present of the Zhengyang Gate?

|: FEBE TS FATAET? AATH AED cevererrseeeruneeeenreeennierreneerininnennns
! Where is the Deshengmen Gate located in Beijing?

' And what’s the use of it?

COAEFIRALA G A AR TR ET e
)

|

I

!

Where is the only intact turret over the city wall located in Beijing?

I:sefrjs-jaegg,"]r-% ............ T U RS
Tiananmen Rostrum and Square

DR IUTEER? REDTSHHERE B RT oo
! When was the Tian’anmen Gate built and completed?

| How large an area does the Tiananmen Square cover?

l; CRCF T BB S R AF AT ceeeeneeene et ettt et e r e arn e anneeeeas
! What is the implication behind the Gate of “Chengtianmen”?

! KRBV ARE R EFAG? et
| What about the basic architectural structure of the Tian’anmen Rostrum?

DR B EATTR (AR ) EATBETLT oorvrecerrerorensnenmeniommannanans
i
|
L}

What is the tale about the Five Tunnel Passage of the Tian’anmen Gate?

63
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K&ljﬁ‘ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ] [ 5 B T LRt R L LAt 66 \:
What was the Tian’anmen Rostrum used for? H
k%ljﬁé%ﬁiﬁ%ﬂ;ﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁm‘? e pssesesssanacettananittennecatennaans 67 :
‘What were the seven stone bridges over the Golden Water f
Stream in front of the Tian’anmen Gate used for? i

B ARBE TG B EG BIFF R AL BLIETD ooereerrereerrneiiietiiieeeeearaeereannneen 68 3
‘What is the story about the stone lions on both sides of the !
Golden Water Stream? !
AR R EHETHE T RAGT  ceceererrrreran ettt eae e 68 !
How did the “Huabiao” (ornamental column) evolve into being? :
RENWAHREATREELN? TEXE V7 i
Lo ﬁvfar BB 7 et ittt ree s aee s aaeaas 69 5
When was the “Huabiao” in front of the Tian’anmen Gate erected? !
What'’s the weight of it and what is carved on it? H
EFRENHEEA LS BRI A BAH LB oreerernerrrorernnnnannn. 70 !
What is the tale about the “Wangtianhou” atap the Huabiao i
in front of the Tian’anmen Gate? i
RTRENZHXEG DR IAA LRI oo 7
What is there to say about the “Wangtianhou” inside the Tian’anmen Gate? !
“PRII"F PRI A R BRI BT !
B R B g o L O N 71!
What were the two pairs of Huabiao for the squatting !
chimeras “Wangjungui” and “Wangjunchu” :
otherwise called? And what does that mean? '
KRBTV BRI A REYT woevenmrrreooseeereieee it aaestinn e anansnnaaenns 72 E
How did the Tian’anmen Square come into being? !
ﬂﬁ‘%whwi*,jr%iﬁﬁmwv ........ seesesetesiesentatectectnanenessnanne 73 ,:
What was the Tian’anmen Square used for during the H
Ming and Qing dynasties? H
M-;[“ﬁ;’c?";fa“_fg'*"? erettreersriereeeertaeearaerea e e e reerrerernnan 74 5
What did the so—called “Autumn Trial” and the “Palace Trial” mean? !
&i&ljf*ﬁlg’i*ﬁ%*éﬂfﬁ? ............................................. 75 l|
What are the revolutionary activities, which have ever been H
staged in the Tian’anmen Square? !
ot R BT B X REAEG? oo i e s 77 :
What about the Tian’anmen Square in nowadays? '
M EAB— FTABRKMILAIEIFILT orerrerreenereririinnnenaaeeeeaaesnanneans 78 ‘:
Can you make a brief introduction to the Monument to the People’s Heroes? !
1

1

ARFEAMEEA Lt 8 b KIEREAR A A L PIIED  roeveererveeenneruarensainnens 79
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What are the eight large pieces in relief about in particular?
WEAREBLASRGERMA T B EBFHE]7 ccovecerireeniiiiiiin.. 80
How long did it take to carve out the eight pieces of relief for

the Monument to the People’s Heroes?

AREBESRIFEIMHIA T A LD cooorrromrrreomeiiiiiiiicaneen 80
What do the relief pieces on the Monument to the People’s Heroes mean?
ARKEERITEERNT OPA S K? REAE? oo 81

When was the Great Hall of the People put up? How large
a floor space does it cover? And what is it used for?

ABRKESEEHBIRBEFES? oot iiiiiiciiiicsiiiiceeen 82
How does the Great Hall of the People look like in its shape?
AR KDL BRIEIUI G LH T onvererrormreronsssaen et attsantsaneeneaes 82
How many parts does the Great Hall of the People consist of?
KFALETEA S VAT BITIRAT recereersieiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie. 83

How many people can the grand auditorium house?

‘What kinds of installations are there in it?
KALE T T GG AT BT BLIE D crecnrvncn i 84
What do the lights on the arched ceiling of the grand

auditorium particularly signify? .
A&k%iﬁ;%ﬁﬁ}k? ﬁﬁﬁ)ﬂ? ....................................... 84
How large a floor space does the banquet hall have ? And

what is it used for?

P EE RIS BATRATIE B AT cooeererrrennnainnnn. Ceaeenecseenanane ceeres 85
‘When was the National Museum of China completed?
?E@ﬁﬁ*ﬁ”ﬁﬁﬁﬁk@#”" .......................................... 85
How about the architectural structure of the National Museum of China?
RYPEBELEWEE S T LT TRARRI AT -ooreveemmreereees 86

How old is the former Museum of Chinese History? And what is it

mainly used for?
BREBG X EHBAITLAREIRS? BAA S T BRT? eeereeee eeenns - 87
How many parts do the exhibition in the former Museum of History

consist of? And how many pieces of relics are in collection here?
RPEEGEBIEEITI R LA? T RAEFEFAT ooveeernciacimenn 88
When was the former Museum of the Chinese Revolution set up?

‘What is it mainly used for?
)ﬁw}:@#_#ﬁ*ﬁ!ﬁﬂ%ﬁg,v ................................................ 88
What historical relics are collected in the former Museum of

Chinese Revolution?

RYAXAEHBOREERES J? LRBHTEAF? oo 89
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How large a floor space does the exhibition hall in the former Museum

of Chinese Revolution cover? And what are the main

exhibitions being held here?

AP EEGEMIBG A ET EEFIBRAF LT coreeeerrrencerertencnniueenne, 90
What is on display in the entrance hall of the former

Museum of Chinese Revolution?

LEIRREETHEERT R &b @ KR8 E TR

D R L E. A 2D 2 R L L L T T TE P TP P PRI R PPP PPN 90
When was Chairman Mao Zedong’s Memorial Hall completed?

How large is its ground-coverage and total floor space respectively?
LERREENIAMOBEILAFT? TREILAFT? cooeererenmnnnnns 91
How many halls in the Chairman Mao Zedong Memorial Hall

are open to the public? What are the major ones of them?
i&%iﬁ%%iﬁ##*aﬁ’tq ............................................. 92
‘Where are the building materials for the Chairman Mao

Memorial Hall taken from?

AT R BEEREA R GITAET ccrveeererrriiieeeriiieneere e 93
Whence came the pine-trees and cypresses round the Chairman

Mao Memorial Hall?

LB RBAT A BAH A AT cceerernrrertirreiteiii et aeiaas 93
‘What is laid there round the crystal coffin for the remains of

Chairman Mao?

&%i}*ﬁ*&ﬁ&wma&ﬁ#zv ............ tecsntasaans veseeees teereannne 94
What are the inlays on all sides of the bier of the crystal coffin

for Chairman Mao’s remains?

BIPRKTFETEI NG B LA A FT corevveremcentninieen e 94
What are the characters inlaid on the white marble wall in the

front of the hall for paying homage to late Chairman Mao?
LERREERICKTTAMGHMA S H2 R EXRH AT oo 95
How high are the sculptures in front of the entrance and exit gates of

the Memorial Hall for late Chairman Mao Zedong?
FAARIAET AR KA RATFHAER? REMA? oo 95
What kind of a building complex is that Royal Ancestral Temple in

the Cultural Palace of the Working People? And what is it used for?

iq: 1T - [T PPPPON 97
Zhongshan Park
! q’ﬂ—l&\aﬁ‘f_ﬁﬁt? R A TFE B AYD et 97

[l
{ Where does the Zhongshan Park lie?
[}
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Whence the derivation of the name?
P AE AR SR F I T EREATL YT et
What are the attractions and historical sites for

visitors to enjoy in Zhongshan Park?
T8 4L 4R 3z 7 ’E‘i’f’ﬁ'ﬁ‘ 3 B D R T
What is Shejitan? And what is it used for?
AEAR I A S T ) Ho o T 7 oo r e e
‘What about the construction pattern for the Altar to the

Gods of Earth and Grain?
::P Lh’i'ﬁ-'f-ﬁ’t? i&ﬁ-z A &Q? ................................................
Where is the Zhongshan Hall located? And what is it used for?
JEACIAE T AT ? R P AE T LD coeveeenr e
Where does Tanghuawu lie? And what is it used for?
i;ﬂ*{ifﬁ&t" Tb*'ﬁﬂf‘]"? ...................................................
Where does the Pavilion for Lanting Steles stand? And

how did it come about?
P AR BB G AT KT v
Is there anything interesting to say about the rockeries in the

Zhongshan Park?
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FAL B AL FATAE? VEAT R AL D coevrerrere ittt eet e 109

Where does the Arbor for Practicing Etiquette stand? And what

is it used for?

ABREZHBEN AL BEFo S TR LABEE? e 110

Is there anything to say about the Halberd Gate, Pine and Juniper
Canopied Arbor and Rear Moat in the Zhongshan Park?

(The Imperial Palace

»ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁ;&.—'}‘%‘*&’é’é{):}#%v&? ................................................
Could you say something in brief about the Imperial Palace?
ERARABBASH. 3R Ahdk KBZKE I

B 2 2D ok AT T T T R
How high and thick is the wall of the Purple Forbidden City?

How long is it from east to west and from north to south?

And what is its circumference?
BN TP AL BEIEIFIFIRD coorrrremrrrrrrreerraaaeaiananns
Who was the most famous architect of the former Imperial Palace?

7@%2&’2‘1%*’?#&9 .........................................................
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CONTENTS

Why is the Imperial Palace called again the “Purple Forbidden City”?
RPH S TAR TR EOBR T TRFAAY

ﬁiﬁ\/gﬂ’fﬁ*aﬁﬂt" ......................................................... 116

How many people took part in the construction of the Ming Imperal
Palace? Whence the wood and stone materials for it?

*#hm;}\.;ﬁ‘§9~4\%,§]7 ......................................................... 116

How many rooms are there in the Purple Forbidden City?
B H ARG B K BEA B A e 117
How many palace maids and eunuchs were there in the royal

palaces during the Ming and Qing dynasties?
BT LG F R A A B R? coccreereeemi it 118
What do the palatial buildings with purple-red walls and

yellow-tile roofs in the Forbidden City mean?
BT MR BAMT T RT BB H S BATHE? oo 119
Whence came the “gold-bricks” and the “city-wall bricks”

used in the construction of the Imperial Palace? What is

the size and specific feature of a brick in the production?
BT RIT B TTATH A L FIARTRT e 121
‘What's the use of the tacks on the doors of the entrance gate

of the Imperial Palace?
BRI TR TTRE A ATAEFI D cveevrneaaaaantiininiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiniticiieaaaans 121
What was the role of the threshold for a palace building

in the Forbidden City?
WEEH LABGBMABRZE V? B TH LD e 123
How many chimeras are there on the up-turned ledge of the palace

buildings in the Imperial Palace? And what do they actually mean?
TR Leg B R AW A G ATBEL KD eeeeenees R T T 124
What do the “Wenshou” and “Immortal” chimeras on

the roof-ledges of palace buildings signify?
W A HE R R ARTEHT e 127

How does the drainage system work in the Forbidden City?

‘K#h&ﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁ?)ﬂ‘? ...................................................... 130

What’s the use of the bronze lions in the Forbidden City?
Rk N B Bl K FAERT A AL? coorerrr e 131
What was the use of the sundial and the imperial grain

measures in the Forbidden City?
BT T PRI AT ATABIE D +oovveremrmrrnraeenrnetntiein ettt neaes 134
Is there any interesting talk about the Nine-Dragon Screen

in the Forbidden City?
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AT A MATAEMEL? ke y XLML?

A F TR o TIBRAGT  oovrrenerrearersarsrnssrauienerstnrineenarianaees
Where was the washroom and bathroom for the emperor?

How were the rooms warmed up in winter in the

Forbidden City?
kFo PR B AR R S A EAREB A LA 5L 7 coverrerereiniieiia
‘What is the implication of the names of the three main halls:

the Hall of Supreme Harmony, the Hall of Complete

Harmony and the Hall of Preserving Harmony?
K TTAE A K PG AR BT F AL coevveme ettt ecitie et ee e
What role did the Meridian Gate of the Forbidden City play

during the Ming and Qing dynasties?
2 R A X 2 AT R CTTRR PR RP P PP
What did that Tingzhang mean?
T PR R AT BT AIHET coevverererraneee i
What role did the Gate of Supreme Harmony play in the Forbidden City?
KA B Fo I AR AR A L T AL coever e
‘What roles did the Hall of Supreme Harmony, Hall of

Complete Harmony and Hall of Preserving Harmony play respectively?
AABMEHERRZEL R et etereeraueetnttsicsststntotocrrrsretrestne
Whence the throne chair in the Hall of Supreme Harmony?
i&ﬁﬁ F&ii%‘ﬁ}ﬂ a7 *‘ﬁgﬁgx? .......................................
What was the use of some sets—out in front of the throne-chair?

‘What do they signify?
AERETFHFPREGTARG? RERAGEREFFHITRE? oooeeeees
What was the Arrow Tower used for? Whence the Purple

Gold Arrow Tower in the Forbidden City?
e 40 A A A ALY A T (R F5 kD eeeeeereeearanessonaaenenn et s
Could you say something in brief about Pu Yi, the last

emperor of the Qing Dynasty?
KPR BT RAEL @*? .......................................
What did the “Ruling behind the curtain” by Empress

Dowager Cixi of the Qing Dynasty actually mean?
B Gl A R n E N R I L T P P
How did the “Well of Concubine Pearl” in the Forbidden City

come about?
FE T B A A A AL coovvneerer e
‘What was the Hall of Heavenly Purity used for?
B REIEATH A SIIETET coeererememnreen sttt st
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‘What was the Hall of Union and Peace used for?
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