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PREFACE

Most of the adventures recorded in this
book really occurred; one or two were experi-
ences of my own, the rest those of boys who were
schoolmates of mine, Huck Finn is drawn from
life; Tom Sawyer also, but not from an individ-
uval — he is a combination of the characteris-
tics of three boys whom I knew, and therefore
belongs to the composite order of architecture.

The odd superstitions touched upon were
all prevalent among children and slaves in the
West at the period of this story — that is to say,
thirty or forty years ago.

Although my book is intended mainly for
the entertainment of boys and girls, I hope it
will not be shunned by men and women on that
account, for part of my plan has been to try to
pleasantly remind adults of what they once were
themselves, and of how they felt and thought
and talked, and what queer enterprises they
sometimes engaged in.

The Author
Hartford, 1876,
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CHAPTER 1

s“EULL OF MISCHIEF”

“Tom? If* - , !

NG ansier.

“Tom ¥’ cried Aunt Polly® again.

N6’ answer,

“I wender where that boy s gone. TOM I”

The old lady pulled her spectacles down
on her nose and looked over them about® the
room. Then she put them up and looked out
under them. She seldom or nevert looked through
them for so small a thing as a boy. She seemed
puzzled for a moment® and said:

“Well, if I catch you, I’ll —”

She did not finish, for by this time she was
bending down and pushing the sweeping-brush
under the bed. She disturbed nothing but the
cat. Then she went to the open door and looked
out in the garden. Tom was not in sights.

“To-0-om !” she shouted.

There was a slight noise behind her, and

1. Tom [tom]—— A%, Thomas yf§i#k. 2. Polly [ poli]
—— A#&. 3. look about——PYyTFI . 4. seldom or never
— RS, WER. 5. for a moment—-—2J,. 6. in
llght———gﬁﬁ_, ﬁ%ﬁja
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she turned just in time! to seize a small boy and
prevent him from? running away.

“What have you been doing in that cup-
Jboard-X’

E‘N,o?ﬁing.”

“Nothing ! Look at your hands, and look
at your mouth. What 2 that stuff ?”

*“I don’t know, aunt.”

“Well, 4 know. It’s jam. Dve told you
forty time?® that if you touched that jam I'd
skinwyei. Hand me that stick.”

The blow was about tot fall.

“Hi! Look behind you, aunt !”

The old lady whirled round and snatched
her skirts out of danger. The boy fled, and
disappeared over the high fence of the garden.
His aunt stood surprised for a momcnt and
then gave a gentle laugh. :

“Hang the boy! Can’t I ever learn any-
thing? Hasn’t he  played that trick before ?
He's* full of mlschlef but he’s my own dead
sister’s boy, poor thing, and I hate whipping
him. Every time I hit him my old heart almost
breaks, and every time I forgive him my con-
scienice blames me. He'll stay away from school®
this afternoon, and I’ll be obliged tos punish
h1m by makmg him work tomorrow. It’s cruel

1. just in time —TE4F#F 1. 2. prevent ... from—[j 1k, B
1k, 3. forty times——XBEE“4FILK M. 4. be about to
{(do)— K|, I |- S. stay. away from sahool———ﬁ&_y 6. be
obliged: to’ (do)— R K-, FAEM- '
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