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Ever since he was a kid, Larry Walters had

wanted to ﬂy But thmgs didn't work out for him. His poor eye51ght
disqualified him from being a pilot. Instead, Walters became a truck driver. Still, he never
gave up his dream of flying. At last, at the age of 33, he decided he could wait no longer.

He was going to do something no one had ever done before. He would fly through the
skies sitting in his lawn chair!

Lawn chairs, of course, are not meant to fly. That didn't bother Larry Walters. He
had a plan to make one fly. He gathered 45 weather balloons and attached them to his
chair. He intended to fill them with helium, a gas lighter than air. The balloons would
then lift him—and his chair—up, up and away. Walters hoped to make it a few hundred
feet into the air. He figured that he would float with the wind for a while before coming
back to earth.

Walters set his launch date for July 2, 1982. His launch site was a backyard in San
Pedro, California. At first, everything went as planned. Walters tied the balloons to the
chair. Then friends held the chair down with ropes while he filled the balloons with
helium.

Walters had no training in ballooning. Still, he knew enough to be prepared. He took
a parachute with him. He also brought along a CB radio, some water, and a camera.

- Finally, Walters brought a BB gun. He figured that way he could pop some of the
balloons when he was ready to land.

When Walters gave the signal, his friends dropped the ropes. The chair lifted off,
with Walters sitting in it. But the balloons worked all too well. The chair shot straight up.

The jolt knocked Walters's glasses off. "It kind of startled me when it let go," he later
said.

O
a
®
O |

Walters had hoped to get a few hundred feet off the ground. Soon, however, he was
at 16,000 feet! He was flying high enough to be spotted by airline pilots. At that height,
the air was freezing. Walters was wearing only a light jacket. Before he knew it, he was
growing numb from the cold. He was also getting scared. The fun was over. Now all he
thought about was how to get down safely.

Walters sent out a Mayday message over his CB radio. Then he used his BB gun to
pop a few of the balloons. To his great relief, the chair started to come down. But there
was still his landing to worry about.

Luckily, Walters did land in one piece. His lawn chair hit some power lines on the
way down. That knocked out electricity in the area for 20 minutes. Yet somehow Walters
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walked away without a scratch. Except for a case of sunburn, he was unhurt. Later,
Walters was asked why he did it. "It was something I had to do," he said. "I had this
dream for 20 years. If [ hadn't done it, | would have ended up in a funny farm."

Some people wondered if he planned to do it again. "I'm staying right on the ground,
"he answered when asked. "It was a one-shot deal. You couldn't pay me a million dollars
to do it again."

Many people laughed at Walters's stunt. TV shows had him on to talk about his
flight. A few people even called him a hero. Others were not so amused. Officials in
charge of air safety were downright angry. The flying chair could have disrupted planes
taking off and landing. That could have caused a tragic accident. Still, these officials
didn't know quite what to do with Walters. "If he had a pilot's license, we'd suspend that,"
said one. "But he doesn't." Even so, they were sure he had broken some part of the law.
" And as soon as we decide which part it is, some type of charge will be filed."

In the end, Walters paid a $1,500 fine. Air-safety officials said he had flown an
unlicensed "aircraft." Also, they said he had flown too close to an airport. Larry Walters

did, however, win recognition for his stunt. His flight earned him top prize from the
Bonehead Club of Dallas.

Reading Time: Lesson 1
Minutes

Seconds




omprehension

heckdd i5: 71

CAt oy = RO 5y I M =25 57>
ﬁ Ey=3:

M= fFEHLER 154 B=FEEEII 104 N= RIERLSHE 10 4
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1. Larry Walters always wanted to fly. [This statement is true, but it is too broad.
The story focuses on Walters's flight in a lawn chair.]

2. Larry Walters flew to 16,000 feet in a lawn chair, angering air-safety officials.
[This statement is true, but it is too narrow. It only gives a few of the details from
the story.]

3. Larry Walters received a lot of attention from airline officials and the media
when he realized his lifelong dream to fly by tying helium balloons to a lawn
chair. [This statement is the main idea. It tells you what the selection is about.]
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1. Larry Walters didn't become a pilot because
a. he was afraid of heights. b. his eyesight was not good enough.
c. he was not smart enough.
2. The balloons tied to his chair carried Walters
a. much higher than he expected. ~ b. into the flight path of an airplane.
c. above the clouds. .
3. On his flight, Walters didn't use
a. his BB gun. b. his parachute. c. his CB radio.
4. When people heard about Walters's flight,

| sjpD 2s0j7)

a. they were angry. b. they were amused. ¢. reactions were mixed.
5. Air-safety officials
a. fined Walters for his stunt. b. suspended Walters's pilot's license.

c. flew an unlicensed aircraft.



