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lthough it was only five o’clock, the sun had al-
A ready set and the evening was very still, as all
spring evenings are, just before the birds began to sing
themselves to sleep. The village was very quiet. The men
had gone away to fish for the night after working all the
morning with the sowing. Women were away milking the
cows in the little fields among the crags. '
Brigid Gill was alone in her cottage waiting for her
little son to come home from school. He was an hour
late, as he was only nine years she was very nervous a-

bout him, especially as he was her only child and he was

a wild boy, always getting into mischief, mitching from
school, fishing minnows on Sunday and building stone
“castles”in the great crags above the village. She kept telling herself that she would give him a
good scolding and beating when he came in, but at the same time her heart was thumping with
anxiety and she started at every sound, rushing out to the door and looking down the winding road,
that was now dim with the shadows of evening. > So many things could happen to a little boy.

His dinner of dried fish and roast potatoes was being kept warm in the oven among the peat a-
shes beside the fire on the hearth, and on the table there was a plate, a knife, and a little mug
full of buttermilk.

At last she heard the glad cries of the schoolboys afar off,” and rushing out she saw their tiny
forms scampering, not up the road, but across the crags to the left, their caps in their hands.

“Thank God,”she said, and then she persuaded herself that she was very angry. Hurriedly she
got a small dried willow rod, sat down on a chair within the door, and waited for her little Stephen.

He advanced up the yard very slowly, walking near the stone fence that bounded the vegeta-
ble garden, holding his satchel in his left hand by his side, with his cap in his right hand, a red-
cheeked slim boy, dressed in a close-fitting grey frieze trousers that reached a little below his
knees and a blue sweater. * His feet were bare and covered with all sorts of mud. His face per-
spired and his great soft blue eyes were popping out of his head with fright. He knew his mother
would be angry.

At last he reached the door and, holding down his head, he entered the kitchen. The mother
immediately jumped up and seized him by the shoulder. The boy screamed, dropped his satchel
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and his cap, and clung to her apron. The mother raised the rod to strike, but when she looked
down at the little trembling boy, she began to tremble herself and she dropped the stick. Stooping
down, she raised him up and began kissing him, crying at the same time with tears in her eyes.

The boy sobbed, hiding his head in his mother’s bosom.

“Go away, "she said, thrusting him away from her, “and eat your dinner. You've my heart
broken, so you have. Come here and eat your dinner. ”

She put the dinner on the plate and pushed the boy into the chair. He sat down sobbing, but
presently he wiped his eyes with his sleeve and began to eat ravenously. The mother sat on the
doorstep, knitting in silence and watching him lovingly from under her long black eyelashes.

All her anger had vanished by now. Still, she wanted to be severe, and although she wanted to
ask Stephen what he had been doing, she tried to hold her tongue. At last, however, she had to talk.

“What kept you, Stephen?”she said softly.

“We were only playing ball,” he said excitedly, “and then Red Michael ran after us and
chased us out of his field where we were playing. And we had to run an awful way; oh, a long,
long way we had to run, over crags where I never was before. ”

“But didn’t I often tell you not to go into people’s fields to play ball? What would I do if you
fell running over the crags and sprained your ankle?”

-And she put her apron to her eyes to wipe away a tear.

Stephen left his chair, came over to her, and put his arms around her neck.

“Mother, " he said, “I'll tell you what I saw on the crags if you promise not to tell father about
me being late and playing ball in Red Michael’s field. ”

“All right, Stephen, what did you see, my little treasure?”

He sat down beside her on the threshold and, looking wistfully out into the sky, his eyes be-
came big and dreamy, and his face assumed an expression of mystery and wonder.

“I saw a great big black horse,” he said, “running in the sky over our heads, but none of the
other boys saw it but me, and I didn’t tell them about it. The horse had seven tails and three
heads and its belly was so big that you could put our house into it. And then it soared and galloped
away, away, ever so far. Isn’t that great thing I saw, mother?”

“It is, darling,” she said dreamily, looking out into the sky, thinking of something with soft
eyes. There was silence. Then Stephen spoke again without looking at her.

“Sure you won’t tell on me, mother?”

“Hush! Little one. Listen to the birds. They are beginning to sing. I won’t tell at all. Listen
to the beautiful ones. ”

They both sat in silence, listening and dreaming, both of them.
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sow / sau/w.
milk /milk/v.
crag /kraeg/n.

mischief/ 'mist[if/n. ,

mitch/mit [ /vi.
minnow / minau/n.

castle/ ka:sl/n.

thump /6Aamp /v.

wind /waind/v.

peat/piit/n.
oven/'Avan/n.
hearth/ha:0/n.
buttermilk /‘batomilk/n.
afar/o'far/ad.

persuade/posweid/ovt.

advance/od vains/v.

satchel/sat [al/n.
frieze /friiz /n.

perspire/pa'spaia/v.

pop/pop/v.
cling /klin /v.

tremble/ trembl/v.

stoop/stuip/v.

raise/reiz /ut.




bosom/'buzom/n.

thrust/0rast /v.

sleeve/slizv/n.

knit/nit /v.

ravenously /‘r@vinasli/ad.
severe/si'via/a.
tongue/tAn/n.

chase /t[eis/v.

treasure/ trezo/n.
assume/3'sjuzm/ot.

soar/so:/vi.

gallop/ gaelop/v.

Unit 1 Parents and Children

get into mischief

start at

pop out

hold down

cling to




stoop down

thrust sb. away

hold one’s tongue

chase sb. /sth. out of
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2. She Kkept telling herself ....... that was now dim with the shadows of evening.
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3. afar off. at a distance.

4. He advanced up the yard very slowly, walking. .., holding. .. with his cap in his right
hand, a red-cheeked slim boy, dressed in...a blue sweater. it 5] # walking. .. hold-
ing. . . BITESM A ELIEMAERERTE
With his cap in his right hand 2/ 7515 MM S SRR RS
dressed in. .. a blue sweater 2 43 ial 40 1E M E B
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After-reading Task

Comprehension of the Text

I. Work in groups and discuss the following questions.
1. Why was the mother so anxious and worried about her son?
2. Why didn’t the mother beat the boy but instead, raised him up and kissed him when he finally

came back?
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What was the great thing the boy saw while he was playing in the fields?
How do you understand the title Mother and Son?

. From a, b, c and d, choose the one that best complete the following statements.

The village where the story took place was quiet because
a. the sun had already set and the evening was still
b. the birds began to sing themselves to sleep
c. children were playing outside the village
d. men and women were out, busy working
so the mother was very worried about him.
a. The boy was late for school
b. The boy was always late for school
c. The boy was only nine years old
d. The boy was her only child and he was very wild
She persuaded herself that she was very angry, means
a. she made herself convinced that she was angry
b. she made herself decide to be angry
c. she told herself not to be angry
d. she told herself to try to be angry
The mother raised the boy up and began to kiss him because she
a. thought the boy pitiful
b. thought the boy so lovely
c. knew the boy was frightened
d. loved the boy greatly

. The boy

a. entered the kitchen with his head held down

b. reached his home with his eyes popping out

c. advanced up the yard with his satchel in his right hand

d. got to the house with his face covered with mud

“The boy wiped his eyes and began to eat ravenously” is closest in meaning to
a. The boy began to eat hungrily

b. The boy started to eat his meal happily

c. The boy was eating like a coward

d. The boy was about to eat carefully

The boy told his mother that he had seen a horse with seven tails and three heads and a belly
big enough to hold a house. This suggests that

a. there was really such a horse

b. flying clouds can form different images

c. the floating clouds in the sun set can stimulate children’s rich imagination

d

. the boy saw such a horse in his illusion
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8. That both the mother and the son sat in silence listening and dreaming indicates that

a. they were quite romantic
b. both of them had rich thoughts
c. they both liked thinking of something wonderful
d. the affection and love between the mother and the son was very deep
III. The passage can be divided into four parts. You are given the paragraph number of
each part and the main topics. Read through the story and find out the right topic for

each part.
Paragraphs Topics
Para. 1 A. The mother’s anxiety and worry about her nine-year old, wild son
Para. 2 ~6 B. The time and the place where the story took place
Para. 11 ~24 C. The boy’s late return home and the mother’s love for the son
Para.7 ~ 10 D. The boy’s lovely innocence and imagination and the love between the

mother and the son

Vocabulary and Structure

I. A word has different meanings in different contexts. Choose the sentence in which the

italicized word has the same meaning as the one from the text.

1. A. After working all morning with the ploughing, the villagers began to sow the fields with

wheat.
B.
2. A
B.
3. A.
B.
4. A.
B.
5. A.
B.

Soldiers of the Red Army sowed the seeds of revolution wherever they passed.
Will he still be there when I get back?

Please keep still while I take your photograph.

The trouble started when he couldn’t get a job.

She started when she was tapped on the shoulder.

I persuaded her to go to the party with me.

They persuaded the judge of her innocence.

She raised a suggestion at the meeting the day before yesterday.

She struggled to raise herself to her feet.

II. Fill the blanks with the words and the expressions given below. Change the form where

necessary.
thump wind hearth perspire
bosom ‘hold one’s tongue soar
1. She the past; she has to forget the past.

2. The old man is dreaming of going back to his hometown and enjoying the happiness of

and home.

3. The Changjiang River

through high mountains and large plains to the sea.



He promised to about this matter.

With China’s rapid advance in economy and culture, all the Chinese people are enjoying living

and working in its

6. Listening to the birds, he let his imagination

7. Upon the good news, his heart ___ with excitement.

8. T will never forget the childhood when I sat on the waiting for my mother to come
back home.

9. After running up to the top of the hill, the young man

10. , the old woman picked up the check and tore it into pieces.

III. Choose the right word from the following groups of words to fill in each blank. Change

1.

2,

3.

the form if necessary. Some of the words can be used twice.
bright  brightly  brightness  brighten

a. As the sun went down, the of the room gave way to darkness.

b. If you work hard, you will have a future.

c. When night falls, the whole city is lit up by the brilliant and colorful lights.

d. The presence of the mayor greatly the evening party.

comfort v.  comfortable  comfort n. comforting

a. Her job is to the sick in the hospital.

b. Seeing the woman sobbing at the news of her son’s death, the mail-boy felt too awkward to
find words to her.

c. When I entered the room, I saw he was , sitting in the old chair reading.

d. Anyhow, this is news.

silence v. silent  silently  silence n.

a. The teacher the class with a stern look.

b. The children went out, and the room was

. We can’t pass over the disgraceful affair in

o

[= W

. The little girl sat in the corner.

Word Building

I

The suffix -ness can be used to form abstract nouns (fi% 4 i7]). Study the following

words and use them correctly in the sentences below.

AW N -

My grandma is forgetting things. But her is sometimes lovely.
The of the host made the guests feel ill at ease.
Be sure not to show your before an enemy.

China is developing at a high speed. Whereas, the of economic growth weighs more.
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5. To be rich and grand doesn’t necessarily mean . In fact, simplicity sometimes is more
precious.

6. The great writer is good at using portraying scenes. The of his description is fairly im-
pressive.

7. When we look up at a famous person, sometimes we may wonder, is his credible?

8. Although the new models seem rather fancy, it does not have any

9. The new plan has already been up and running for 3 months, and everyone is persuaded of its

10. I wish you good health. For the worst thing in the world is to suffer from
II. The prefix non- means“no” , “ without” or “not”. Study the following words and use
them correctly in the sentences below.

nonconductor

1. Unlike iron and copper, wood is a

2. I was deeply impressed by his working style. No wonder he was regarded as the most
efficient person in the company.

3. Actually, the causes of many disasters are but man-made.

4. Sorry, I'm afraid I can’t fix your scooter, for I'm and I can only deal with minor me-
chanical problems.

5. Scientists are using animals in experiments.

6. Many physical phenomenon are periodic, but others are

7. The old factory will sooner or later go bankrupt. Can you imagine a factory surviving
in the modern world?

8. 1 don’t see why you can’t carry out the mission, for all the excuses you produce are rather

Cloze

For each blank in the following passage there are four choices. Read the passage carefully
and choose the best answer.

These days girls are interested in the question of how much money to take when going out with
boys. Girls today often (1) as much or more than the boy they go out with. There is no
reason why a girl earning money should not either pay a (2) of expenses or takea
(3) paying bill. We are towards equal pay for equal work, and it seems unreasonable to -
(4) the boy always to pay for two. People have a fear of appearing ungenerous, and often the less
money they have the (5) they feel that way. A boy finds it difficult to invite a girl to a
show or a dance and then ask her to pay, but there is no reason why a girl should not (6)

to pay her share. Or she could pay for the (7) next time and invite a boy to come, though



this is not as simple as it sounds. While we accept the fact that a girl should refuse an invitation
from a boy, I think her (8) might suffer more than a boy’s if a boy refused an invitation

from her. A boy may find it (9) to refuse a girl’s invitation even if he wished to do so.

Anyhow, I think we have to get used to the idea of equality in (10) if we have equal earn-

ing.

1. A. make B. get C. take D. earn
2. A. dozen B. balance C. charge D. share
3. A. tumn B. direction C. course D. chance
4. A. expect B. order C. inqire D. force
5. A. less B. more C. worse D. better
6. A. afford B. offer C. apply D. grant
7. A. waiter B. tip C. seats D. tax
8. A. heart B. value C. pride D. anger
9. A. miserable B. reluctant C. uncomfortable  D. hard
10. A. spending B. paying C. displaying D. dating

Translation

Translation the following sentences into English.

1. BF1R5RE K THREE. (pop out)

. A/ NEHER W EZ , 2% k2 . (mitch from school )

3. ERBIEMILX,IFZEFIR EAES . (afar off)

4. HILEMRBEXAIREZEAE —IRFT IR (assume)
5. BT ZEREIF, XICS7EHE EEF. (gallop)

[\

////% Passage A

It is said that peers are rivals. But when a son enters his mother’s profession and achieves some

success , how will the mother react? Will they become competitors? Will the mother feel envious of her



