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PREFACE
MODERN COLLOQUIAL ENGLISH

Some time ago I read an amusing comment in one
of my reference books, but try as I might I can’t find it
now. So I will attempt to repeat it from memory and
hope that the writer—if he should read this work—will
forgive me for not giving him credit for it.

The remarks I have in mind were in a book relating
to the use of ordinary English, which is to say the kind
of English used in everyday informal speech. By
extension, it’s the kind of English we find in our daily
newspapers, hear in films and on television, and read in
modem novels.

Someone had asked the author to define the
meaning of colloquial . "It is a term used so often, yet |
don’ t know how to distinguish colloquial English from
any other English," the person said to him. "I often
see it in the dictionary, where it is abbreviated as
collog , yet how can I know when I am hearing it?" he
asked.

The author thought for a moment and then
said: "There’s nothing mysterious or extraordinary about
collog ," he replied. "I use collog all the time. In fact,
most of the people I know speak collog ."

That bought a smile to my lips because by its very

definition colloquial (or collog.) means speech

KiIE@AFEQE o Modem Colloguial English



belonging to or proper to ordinary familiar conversation. "
So if you are not speaking formally, you are speaking
collog—which means, of course, that you are speaking
it nearly all the time.

What follows in this book is a collection of
colloquial phrases and expressions that you are likely to
hear in everyday conversation. And, as the man said,
there is nothing mysterious or extraordinary about them.
They are used all the time and they are commonly
understood by almost everyone who speaks English.
Like the seasoning we put in our food to give it flavour,
colloguialisms add colour and vitality to the way we
speak. Take a look and see if you, too, don’t find
yourself suddenly speaking collog !

John B. Smithback
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ALL EARS

Irma enjoys reading. "I really do. I especially like

reading to my friends," she said, "because when I do
they sit very, very quiet and are all ears." When

someone is all ears, he or she is listening with complete

altention.
enjoy reading & & 4 it especially £
quiet 2= #43 listen 47 o

complete attention &8 #) 2 & 5
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