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Preface 1

Preface

There has been long debate on whether we should maintain or abolish death penalty in
the world in almost two centuries, since Beccaria, who is a pioneer of modern criminal
law, advocated to abolish death penalty for the first time in the world in his famous book
"On crime and punishment". Viewed from the world, it is a tide and trend to restrict, re-
duce, even abolish death penalty with time passed by. With this developing social tenden-
cy, whether death penalty should be abolished is becoming hot issues in China, among it,
the issue of abolition of death penalty in non - violent crime attracts wide concerns in soci-
ety of China.

After joint efforts for years from practical and theoretical fields, concerned leading a-
partment in central government has already made a wise decision to recover supreme court
the approval right of death penalty. Supreme court has been preparing for the perfection
and reform of present approval system of death penalty. Although it is a kind of procedural
measure, it will bring in the road of abolish death penalty in China a breakout in quality.
Of course, such a reform reflecting the historical change of social civilization and develop-
ment of governing with law, is inseparable with the active participation and great aids from
theoretical field of criminal law. As to death penalty system, no matter the criminal legis-
lation and judicial practice, substantive criminal law and procedural criminal law, are
waiting for theoretical field to carry out wide investigation, discuss in depth, and put for-
ward practical suggestion on measures of reform and perfection.

As the first and only substantive, comprehensive, independent research institute in
China at present, which specialized in research of criminology, the Research Institute of
Criminology of Beijing Normal University ( RIC) , has been widely supported by practical
and theoretical fields and been paid high expectation since its establishment. RIC should
take the promotion of development of modemization of criminology as its task, and make
utmost endeavor to put forward suggestions for the national criminal legislation and criminal

judicial reforms. The main members of RIC paid great attention to and devoted themselves
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to the course of promoting the restriction and gradual abolition of death penalty in China
recently. We organize some experts and scholars putting forward for the first time and dis-
cussing intensively on the gradual abolition of death penalty in non - violence crime in
2003. With this base, we published the book " The Road Of The Abolition Of The Death
Penalty In China — Regarding The Abolition Of The Non - violent Crime At The Present
Stage" in March, 2003, which has already attracted concerns in society. In May, 2004,
we and law school of Xiang Tan University jointly hosted " Forum On Due Process Of
Death Penalty" , and published the book " Discuss On Due Process Of Death Penalty" in
December, 2004. In August and December 2004, we hosted four times of " China And
UK Cooperation Program Of Series Forum On Limiting Application Of Death Penalty" ,
which focus on the discuss of abolition of economic crimes and property crimes with the
combination of practice and theory. In March, 2003, we and the culture and education
communication apartment of UK embassy jointly hosted " China And UK Forum On Appli-
cation Standard And Restriction Of Death Penalty" , which focus on issues of application
standard and restrictions of death penalty. Among the academic communication with USA
and South Korea, the death penalty reform has always been one of the most important top-
ic. We hope that we can do active contribution to the limit and gradual abolition of death
penalty, which is the key issue during the advance of modernization of criminal law in Chi-
na. Taking advantage of the opportunity to collect and organize the academic papers on
limit and substitute measure of death penalty on behalf of application law research institute
of supreme court, we specially edited this book, which collects the academic papers by
full - time and part — time research staff, and part of the most important academic papers
collected by the staff during the academic activities hosted by main staff, in order to pro-
vide reference for the practice of national restriction and gradual abolition of death penalty
and its academic research.

The developed practices of advanced countries and areas in law has proved that, the
degree of modernization of criminal law and the spread width of corresponding fundamental
idea of criminal law, are key symbol of human rights, as well as key symbol of advance
degree of a country and the law civilization of a society, in which the fate of death penalty
and its concept are very important. We believe that, restrictive limit, gradual abolition, e-
ven total abolition of death penalty as soon as possible, are beneficial to Chinas law civili-
zation, human rights safeguard and social advance, and the first step during this road of
death penalty abolition in China should be the abolition of death penalty in non - violence

crimes. Colleagues in academic community of law have responsibility to appeal the whole
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society to concern on the issue of death penalty abolition in China, and jointly do contribu-

tion to the courses of law modernization and human rights safeguard in China.

Dean of Criminal Law College, Beijing Normal University
Chairman of Criminal Law Association of China, Law Association of China
Zhao Bingzhi
Oct. 15,2005
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