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Abstract

Abstract

Over two hundred poetry and prose selection were edited by
Southern Song people and they have high bibliography value and
theoretical significance, and should have a position in Chinese aca-
demic history. The thesis is a study of those selections. Biblio-
graphically, the thesis studies the category, existence or disappear-
ance of Southern Song poetry and prose selections, and puts in order
edition origins and development of some important poetry and prose
selections. Theoretically, the thesis makes an inquiry into the edit-
ing principles of Southern Song poetry and prose selections and their
relationships with ancient Chinese prose theory, poetry theory; aca-
demic general mood.

The general flourishing mood of Southern Song people editing
poetry and prose selections exceeded their predecessors. There are
several reasons for this. Firstly, Tang and Song poetry and prose are
brilliant and bright, they provided rich data for Southern Song peo-
ple to compile poetry and prose selections. Secondly, the imperial
examinations produced powerful motives for people in Southern Song
Dynasty to compile poetry and prose selections. Thirdly, the devel-
oped printing industry in Song Dynasty provided technology for
Southern Song poetry and prose selections to appear profoundly. Fi-
nally, Southern Song academy of classical Learning was prosperous,
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it played an important role for Southern song people to compile and
comment on poetry and prose selections.

The types of poetry and prose Selections before Southern Song
can be summarized as two categories, one is poetry and prose selec-
tions, the other is poetry selections. Southern Song poetry and prose
selections were characteristic of a new breed, and diversity and the
classification tended to be meticulous, and reflect unique and abun-
dant civilization intension. Selections with comments appeared a lit-
tle before Southern Song. But generally speaking, the great majority
of poetry and prose selections before Southern Song only chose works
and did not have any comments. Southern Song poetry and prose se-
lections had not only prefaces but also puncture and comment. Selec-
tions with comments, appeared in a large number, and formed a
new selection, and became a tradition in later periods in history.
The diversity of status of selected contestant and the diversity of aim
of selection and comment, made rich intension and forms of poetry
and prose comments. These poetry and prose selections had not only
text value of the selected works, but also propagating value and the-
ory value.

Southern Song poetry and prose selections make important con-
tribution to poetry theory and prose theory. They focused on the
analysis of concrete works, which is different with pure theory, and
becomes a new form of ancient Chinese poetry and prose theory.
The poetry and prose theory are comparatively scrappy, but when
they are put in order and analyzed carefully, the systemetic character
and complete character of them can be found. Besides, some impor-
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tant propositions, concepts, categories, terminology and so on about
poetry and prose criticisi appear in Southern Song poetry and prose
selections.

The recount of Southern Song poetry and prose selections lists
diferently the catalogue of Southern Song poetry and prose selec-
tions, and records, examines and corrects the vomumes, editors,
contents, exitence or missing of each selection. The thesis puts in
order edition origins and development of a part of important poetry
and prose selections, for example, Song prose selection by Lii Zu—
gian, prose selection by Zhen De — Xiu, Tang three ~ Style poetry
selctions ( {J Z4&HFI%)) by Zhou Bi, and so on.

Southern Song Chinese prose writers propagated ancient Chi-
nese prose in the form of selections, and at the same time sumed up
Tang and Song Prose Movement in theory, thus forming a special
Southern Song prose theory. Southern Song Chinese writers’ prose
theory had certain common trendencies: stressing opposite indepen-
dence of prose in the relation of prose and truth; attaching great
weight to powerful strokes; attaching importance to concrete art
techniques, for example paying attention to presentation of ideas,
sentence structure, wordplay, and so on. But in different stages,
their particular views about ancient Chinese prose were varied, the
trend of their selection and comment changed too. It can be divided
into three steps.

Southern Song Confucianists edited some prose selections, se-
lected probably the prose of Confucianists about philosophy and his-
tory. They stressed that Confucianist truth was first and prose sec-
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ond, the trend of attaching great weight to Confucianism was very
clear, but sometimes paying attention to the unique characters of
prose. They laid stress on the long — term functional purposes in
prose selections; and showed contradictory attitudes in feelings, in-
tension and art form of prose selections.

Southern Song Statesmen also edited a lot of prose selections,
paid attention to reality and present benefits, stressed the unity of
justice and interest, had strong realistic tendency and clear political
tendency. They selected most petitions. With the premise of regard-
ing content as superior to form, they paid attention to suitable Liter-
ary form and rhetoric, and required that petitions should be rhetori-
cal, forceful and logical.

The poetry theory is divide into three parts. Firstly, the thesis
expounds the aesthetic thought of poetry selection of Tang and Song
about drawing by Sun Shao — yan, and expounds the change of poet-
ry learning trend about paying attention to Tang and Song poetry in
Southern Song. Secondly, the thesis discusses Zhou Bi’ s poertic
view from Tang three — style poetry selections, and discusses the
change of poetry learning trend about paying attention to Tang poet-
ry in later period in Southern Song Dynasty. Thirdly, the thesis
deals with special poetry selection by Sang Shi — Chang and games
and amusement, and discusses aesthetic trend of Song poetry.

Southern Song poetry and prose selections and academic re-
search atmosphere showmainly the relations among Lii Zuo — gian’ s
school of thought, Zhu xi’ s school of thought, Chen Liang” s school
of thought, Ye Shi’ s school of thought and poetry and prose selec-
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tion. The selection’ s aim and aesthetic trends of these schools are

different.
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