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Lesson One

Twelve Things I wish They Taught at School

About the Author

Sagan, Carl (Edward) (b. Nov.9, 1934, Brooklyn, N.Y., U.S.),
American astronomer who provided a valuable insight toward an under-
standing of the origin of life in Earth’s primeval environment when he
demonstrated the production of amino acids in a mixture of methane, am-
monia, water, and hydrogen sulfide gas irradiated by a long-wavelength
ultraviolet source.

After obtaining his Ph. D. (1960) from the University of Chicago,
Sagan taught at the University of California at Berkeley and at Harvard
University and was an astrophysicist at the Smithsonian Astrophysical
Observatory (1962 ~1968).

With James B. Pollack and Richard M. Goldstein, Sagan conducted
radar studies (1966) that showed that on Mars there existed ridges with
a possible elevation of 10 km (6.2 miles). With Pollack, he showed that
a surface temperature of 700 kelvins (425 °C, or 795 °F) is consistent
with the observed properties of Venus. Moving to Cornell University, he
became director of the Laboratory of Planetary Studies (1968) and
worked on several U. S. unmanned space missions to Venus and Mars.
His publications include Atmospheres of Mars and Venus (1961), Plan-
etary Exploration (1970), The Dragons of Eden: Speculations on the
Evolution of Human Intelligence (1977), Broca’s Brain: Reflections
on the Romance of Science (1979), and Contact (1985). He was a co-

producer, as well as narrator, of the television series “Cosmos” (1980).



Vocabulary Exercises

1.Complete the following sentences with compound words formed in the
same way as in the examples. Each word is to be used once only.
(1)supermarket  (2)firsthand  (3)gentleman  (4)high-grade
(5)newcomer
2. Translate the following into English.
1) Use the verb + noun collocation.
HE S attend a meeting/conference
F18A4: do a good job
{RIT5HE . experience hardships
H %3 teach oneself English
RIBLAH : discover wonders/marvels
ZAEZEK : suppress a cough
iR H5AE : master/command a skill
FKEUAIR : acquire/get knowledge
HEBA: require courage
FEHH4NE : enrich one’s life
BZBIF : get a rectification
B4R : correct a mistake
A HHHEE ; abandon/give up a hope
% 71 - make an effort
2)Use the “useful expressions’.
(DFERKFIHRT ,— &2 TRITMF L5 S R 2 8HE
BV, .
The newly built bridge collapsed, which led to a criminal aceu-
sation against an engineer and two local government officials.
The newly built bridge collapsed, of which an engineer and two
local govemment officials have been accused criminally.



()M THE T —K, FIREW SN,
He has been working the whole day, leaving his lunch un-
touched . ’

Q)& HEREEFIEIEFE SR, B ENEY , 8RR
TR BReT1A]
Regular physical exercise makes students stronger, healthier and
better adapted to their studies, so it is far from being a waste of

time.

(4)FER A A, FHIMEG KRES R EFBIT, B /MIA
TIERAI X,
In the Sea World, the seals and dolphins are capable of per-
forming a variety of skills, which makes the young audiences
overwhelmed with joy/amuses the young audiences greatly.
O)EREBIANANREZ LM AR REZIMPA
Whoever takes a delight in others’ sufferings will pay for it
sooner or later. '
Whoever takes a delight in others’ sufferings will get paid back
soon or later.
(6)TESE L T7 I, AR AR AT A R0 b o B s .
In some respects/aspects, the new dictionary has a lot to be im-
proved. v
() BFRWAILRFE b B B T it i /M A B 7E B
When that bus dashed/rushed across the kerb/kerbstone and
turned over, many little friends/children got trapped inside it.
Q) EFFEA L, TEUFH I~ T E2E R RBRUKE,
T'he municipal government will supply food and drink for over a
thousand guests at the opening ceremony.
(DEPE, BHRERATFE—IETF.
In China, an urban family is restricted to having one child only/

is only allowed to have one child.



(10) RERMNEEBAKE, THWEHAEE,

It doesn’t matter where to go so long as we are able to take a
breather.
3)Use learn, ask and teach .

(VIR0 B B B 2Ly Ia] 32 K E v B AE
The boy asked the policeman how to get to the railway station.
The boy asked the policeman the way to the railway station.

Q) IMEBA TR E,

There is no shortcut to the learning of a foreign language.

Q) RBBR B ERHBCE B PRTEIR IR BB, RoLE £ F .,
Learning that my favorite maths teacher was still teaching in
that school, I decided to pay a visit to him/to see him.

(DBXAETABEMAFLMAZIRE,

The veteran worker teaches his children to be honest.
The veteran worker teaches his children that, to be an upright
person, one should be honest.

(S) i) ZARAR K Ath R B o] LU B S B A2
He asked his boss whether he could leave the office early that
day. :

(6)FRME PR (S RATXS B ATHAE M — BB E
The difficulties and hardships we have had makes us feel grateful
to what we have now.

The difficulties and hardships we have had teaches us to be
grateful to what we have now.

(7) 5 b e i 25K 2 7 58 % TAF—4F,

On graduation/When he graduated, he asked to go to work in
Tibet for a year.

) FKAATREXLIN, B FEZ B AL, ROGER I

Aidsr.

I'merely ask to show my concern for others and hope to be cared



for by other people as well, which I think is not too much.

(9 EEHIAMN B & s R P IRIBEIN .
Clever people learn their lessons from their own mistakes.

(10)RFEEWA MW, HACERE TH K.
It’s no use asking for help, for it is well past midnight.

(D IRL B KB E M 2F 4 AR AN B E R K.
The scientist teaches his students that young people should be
geared to the needs of the future. /. . . should cater to the needs
of the future. /. . . should be future-oriented.

(12) 18] Bt A 16 B B R AR BT, it “ 23 .~
When asked what her greatest interest in life was, she said,
“Learning. ”

.Complete the following sentences.
1)Put suitable prepositions or adverbs in the blanks.

(1)in (2)about/on (3)for, above (4)in
(5)In (6)at, of (7)On, in (8)on
(9)in, behind (10)to, at, on (11)by (12)from

2)Choose the right word from the brackets.
(1 Yacilities (2)difficult (3)confident {4) confine

(5)remarks

- Choose the best word for each blank.
(Da (2)when (3)move (4)what
(5)by (6)taking (D) release (8)makes
(9)perhaps (10)so (11)at least (12)more



