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How do you like to go up in a swing,
Up in the air so blue?
\ Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing
“Ever a child can do!
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Some say the hardest part of going to college is actually
getting in. Others swear it’s the preparation. But once
you're armed with your letter of admission, neither the
hard examinations nor the trivial® preparations should all

be a breeze.

Now your only worry is finding your classes and dorm

among the microcosm of a college campus.

Whether the school is situated in the cornfields or in
the middle of New York City, navigating® your way
around a college campus can at first be a daunting and
nerve-racking task. It’s a common freshman fear that you'll
be searching for French 101 and accidentally stumble®
through the doorway into an abstract statistics® graduate

coursc.

But rest assured, once the chaos of moving in and
getting settled is over, almost all universities have a
freshman student orientation, which includes multiple
tours of the campus and plenty of time to start exploring on

your own.
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Your first move should be to obtain a campus map. This will shortly
become a priceless advantage, so start familiarizing you with landmarks. What is
the center of campus? What buildings revolve® around this point? Make mental
notes of the main streets. Once your class schedule arrives, plot out a vague®
path between designated buildings. This will help immensely. “My roommate
and | actually kept a campus map taped to the back of our dorm room door,”
says Matt Everet, a College of Charleston sophomore®, “We referred to it

constantly the first few weeks because we didn’t want to get lost.”

The next step to becoming a directional expert is to familiarize yourself with bus
routes, walking paths, main buildings (such as libraries), and shortcuts. From this
point out, you may even be able to give advice to fellow displaced students. As
always, traveling with another person is an unmeasured benefit. You might have to
take precautions when traveling at night, depending on your campus’ security
policies. Pay close attention to services available to students who must travel at
night. Most universities have student escort® services to prevent unwelcome

situations.

If a situation should arise where you become hopelessly displaced and all
campus buildings start to look the same, don’t hesitate to stop and ask someone.
“Ask peopleseriously,” says Katie Casteel, a junior at the University of
Cincinnati, “Random people still come up to me on the sidewalk to ask where
this or that is. It’s nothing to be embarrassed® of, because we all did it once.”
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The fear of getting lost on your college campus ultimately® breaks down to
not wanting to advertise that you don’t fit in. Yet, even if you do have to stand
outside the student union with a huge campus map waving around in front of
your face, the anonymity that college brings to everyone allows embarrassments
like these to be easily forgotten. After a short period of time, you will

eventually be able to find your way around.

In years to come, you can get in the last laugh as lost students stumble into

your abstract statistics graduate course.

¥ Once you're armed with your letter of admission, neither the hard examinations
nor the trivial preparations should all be a breeze.
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% From this point out, you may even be able to give advice to fellow displaced
students.
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