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Preface

Few publications can claim to have captured such a vast compilation of detailed technical information
as the newly completed China Red Listings, published as a series of 6 volumes. A team of 108 scien-
tists and conservation experts have worked for three and half years to review the conservation status of
over 10 000 living species, across the face of one of the world’ s lar-gest and geographically most di-

verse countries-China.

The listings present the findings and conclusions of all species of mammals, birds, amphibians and
reptiles, fishes, as well as selected groups of insects, molluscs and vascular plants, etc. All have
been assigned status according to the newly defined red listing categories developed by IUCN. Detailed
description maps of species are included showing all point records held in the rather comprehensive
CSIS database managed by the Biodiversity Working Group of China Council for International Coopera-
tion on Environment and Development based in the Institute of Zoology of Chinese Academy of Sci-

ences.

The compendium comprises a stupendous effort by the experts and a personal triumph for the editor
Prof. Wang Sung, who has been the driving force behind the whole exercise. It is truly a dream come
true despite the large scale of the challenge and the shortage of funding and support for much of the

work.

Scholarship and dedication apart, the results of the analysis are of grave importance. China’s rapid e-
conomic growth over the past two decades has been spectacular but not achieved without environmental
sacrifice. Much wild habitat has been destroyed or degraded in the great rush towards development-
new dams, roads, factories, new towns and associated growth in demand for land, timber, rock, ce-
ment, water, wildlife foods, traditional medicines and other resources. The red listing volumes docu-
ment the losses. Thousands of species that were common in the 1960’ s have to be now classified as

endangered. Some are already extinct.

Let us hope that the volumes will serve as a stimulus for new inventory and conservation effort and not
just a documentation of biodiversity loss. Some species not recorded for many years may yet be found
overlooked or living outside of their formerly known ranges. Other species facing extinction can still be
saved by well-planned and appropriate interventions. These volumes can help plan and prioritise ef-

forts for many years to come.

I hope the conservation agencies concerned will take heed and use these volumes wisely. I personally
offer a salute of gratitude and congratulations to the compilers and editors of these important volumes.

John MacKinnon

Co-director, ASEAN Regional Centre for
Biodiversity Conservation (ARCBC)

4 April 2004
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Foreword

China is one of the richest biodiversity countries in the world. One of the initial challenges to pro-
tect China’ s biodiversity is to understand its current status, that is, how many existing species
are threatened and what are the threat categories for these species according to the internationally
recognized criteria. A scientific, objective assessment is required to inventory existing species.
The assessment of the current status of species is one fundamental task for the conservation of
biodiversity, and the categorization of species has been going on for over half a century in the
world, i. e., the compilation of the Red List. This list is the basis for prioritizing conservation
projects, creating conservation laws and endangered species lists, planning and establishing na-
ture reserves, performing scientific research and public education, training and developing con-
servation professionals, and implementing international treaties, such as the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity (CBD), the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES), and the Ramsar Convention, etc. The CBD and the National Biodi-
versity Action Plan ( BAP) have clearly spelled out the requirement for species and biodiversity

evaluation.

Since the establishment of the Biodiversity Working Group (BWG) of China Council for Interna-
tional Cooperation on Environment and Development ( CCICED) in 1992, biodiversity assess-
ment, including species diversity evaluation, has been identified as one of the most important
tasks for the BWG. During the late 1990s, the China Red List was formally listed as one of the
major tasks of the BWG. Thanks to generous financial support from the Norwegian Government
(NORAD) and Center for Applied Biodiversity Science at Conservation International ( CABS/
CI) the initiative could begin. It also received support from IUCN’s Red List Programme.

In fact, as early as the 1980s, supported by the National Environmental Protection Agency, the
Red Data Books ( China’s RDBs) on wild flora and subsequently on fauna in China were com-
piled and published (1992; 1997—1998 ). The criteria used in the RDBs were based on the
1960’ s IUCN Red List Categories with modifications to suit the specific conditions in China. For
instance,, “Extirpated” was added to the Categories as separate from the worldwide “ Extinct” for
those species that had declined and disappeared in China, and “Rare” was retained to distin-
guish those naturally rare species from those that had declined and were threatened on the verge

of extinction.

In 1990’ s, IUCN developed new criteria for categorization (1994, 2001) , which, from a quan-
titative perspective, provide more objective standards for species evaluation and lead to more sci-
entific results of the assessment. Another feature of the new criteria is that they can be applied to
all kinds of species, plants and animals, higher or lower taxa, and can be used for cross-taxa
comparisons. The newly-developed criteria are quickly recognized among the international com-
munity and adopted in the assessment of species in countries and regions. Since conservation is a
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