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Unit One

Part A Comprehension Passages

1 Successful Language Learners

Some people seem to have a skill for learning languages. They can pick up
new vocabulary, master rules of grammar, and learn to write in a new language
more quickly than others. They do not seem to be any more intelligent than
others, so what makes language learning so much easier for them? Perhaps if we
take a close look at these successful language learners we may discover a few of
the techniques which make language learning easier for them.

First of all, successful language learners are independent learners. They do
not depend on the book or the teacher; they discover their own way to learn the
language. Instead of waiting for the teacher to explain, they try to find the
patterns and the rules for themselves. They are good guessers who look for clues
and form their own conclusions. When they guess wrong, they guess again.

Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, good learners do
not wait for a chance to use the language and they ask those people who speak it
to correct them when they make a mistake. They will try anything to
communicate. They are willing to make mistakes and try again. When
communication is difficult, they can accept information that is inexact or
incomplete. It is more important for them to learn to think in the language than
to know the meaning of every word.

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a purpose. They
want to learn the language because they are interested in the language and the
people who speak it. They want to communicate with these people and to learn
from them. They find it easy to practice using the language regularly because
they want to learn with it.

What kind of language learner are you? If you are a successful language
learner, you have probably been learning independently, actively, and
purposefully. On the other hand, if your language learning has been less than
successful, you might do well to try some of the techniques outlined above.

1. Why is language learning easier for some people than for others?
A) They learn grammar more quickly.
B) They learn with special techniques.



C) They have good teachers and good books.
D) They are more intelligent than others.

2. Successful language learners

A) are independent of grammatical rules
B) have their own patterns and rules

C) discover their own way to learn

D) go to the teacher instead of waiting for the teacher to explain
3. If you want to use the language and correct your mistakes, the best way is

A) to communicate with the people who speak the language
B) to make more mistakes and try again

C) to accept inexact information
D) to try some techniques

4. Why do successful language learners find it easy to practice using the

language regularly?

A) They find it easy to communicate.

B) They only look for incomplete information.

C) They know the rules and meanings of words.

D) They are interested in the language and want to use it.
5. How do good language learners learn languages?

Words &. Expressions

successful [sak'sesful ] a.
intelligent [in'telid3ent] a.
vocabulary [va'kaebjulari] .
independent [ ,indi'pendant | a.
conclusion [kan'klu:3an ] 7.
clue [klu:] n.
communicate [ ka'mjurnikeit | v.
communication [ ko,mju:ni'keifan ] n.
outline ['autlain ] vz.

n.
technique [tek'ni:k ] .
take a close look at

Useful Structures

1. It is more important for sb. to learn...

2

i)l
BRI B BHE Y

WL I WL R
M, B ER
it it %R
KE BR

3 bR 5 3 U 5 8 W
bR 338 BEIR(RG)
R, B
RHNME

BAR 35
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than to know. .. : StHE AR ,%S



HEN - EEE,
2. (On one hand, ...) On the other hand, ... : (—F - B P J

2| Time For Study

There is no way to learn the material for college courses without spending
time and effort in studying. In college, a certain number of hours of hard work
are required. But you can make better use of that time through some common

sense tips.

A Time Budgeting Plan

Consider some practical suggestions for the arrangement of your study
schedule. In other words, you need a plan to budget your time. It will pay big
profits if you will set aside a few minutes or an hour each day to review the
material covered in the class periods of the day. Remember that you may forget a
large part within twenty-four hours after you hear or read it for the first time.
So try to find a time after classes. You can review what was covered in each of
the day’s classes before it has had time to slip out of your mind. As a result,
your memory will be improved greatly.

This plan is common sense. It is clearly easier to review something familiar
and fix it firmly in your mind than to learn material you have forgotten again. So
find a few minutes to review today’s work before you go on to tomorrow’s.
These few minutes of review soon after your classes may well give you more
learning and more memory for less time and less effort than any other study time

you spend.

A Regular Time for Study

Set aside a regular time for your study. If you can possibly arrange it, it is a
good policy to study at the same time each day. Doing this will help avoid the
problem of needing to study the lesson in a hurry or letting the time slip by so
that it doesn’t get done. All of us have done this. We planned to do something,
but we did not get started until it was too late. So have a routine of studying at
a certain time each day, and never schedule anything else for that time. Then
you will have the best possible chance to avoid missing your study due to poor

use of time.

1. What is the key factor for better learning?
A) Spending some time.



B) Setting aside a regular time.
C) Better arrangement of your study time.
D) Making a study schedule.
2. According to this passage, how to get a more effective study result?
A) Spending time and effort in studying.
B) A few minutes or an hour of review after classes.
C) Studying materials as much as possible.
D) Only studying your own courses.
3. All the following statements are true except
A) it’s necessary for a college student to make better use of his working
hours
B) it is not a good way to study without a time schedule
C) without review, all you’ve studied will slip out of your mind
D) poor use of study time may have a bad effect on your study
4. The word “tips” in Paragraph 1 probably means
A) small sum of money given to somebody
B) small but useful pieces of practical advice
C) special pieces of information
D) pointed ends of something
5. Which of the following statements best covers the suggestions given for
study?
A) You must be willing to spend time and effort studying.
B) You should need a regular plan for study.
C) You need a plan and regular time for study.
D) You should review your lessons.

Words & Expressions

arrangement [a'reind3ment ] n. 224, B

schedule ['skedzul, 'fedju:l] . mHal e, H B 2HE R (v ) &HE HEE
budget ['badzit] vz. & n. ZHE ;A

profit [ 'profit] n. B35, Ak (pl. ) i e as
policy [ 'polisi] n. BUR R R

avoid [a'void ] vtz. 5, 8 T

routine [ru:'ti:n] n. BT AE BHILIE:HH
slip [slip] vi. . WE; BAT; 1A

make use of F A

common sense #iR

in other words /) H5 U
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may (might) well 1B 7] B

set aside Bk
due to EB :J: s @ yg
3 | Home

Home has been very important to people ever since they started to live in
caves and paint pictures on the walls. They have always needed two main things
from home. First, and most important, they have needed protection from
danger. Secondly, they have wanted comfort as far as possible.

In ancient times, safety was the really important thing. Every little
settlement had a wall and every lord lived in a castle. In England, castle-
building reached its high point 800 years ago. Before that, castle walls had been
made of wood, but at this time castles were built or rebuilt with stone.

By three or four centuries ago, however, life had slowly become safer, so
self-protection had become less important. When towns outgrew their old walls,
the people did not usually build new ones. Instead, merchants and other richer
townspeople spent more money on bigger, more comfortable homes. At the
same time many castle owners were starting to move out of their cold,
uncomfortable towers and into big and very comfortable country houses.
Comfort in the home used to be just for the rich and the powerful, but it has
been spreading more widely in recent years. Today it has become available to
nearly everybody in the richer countries. However, the world will soon have to
answer the following question: can the mass of people in poorer countries ever
have that sort of comfort, or even that sort of safety? In too many places they do
not yet have enough of the most basic thing of all, food.

1. What are the two main things people have needed from home?

2. What was the really important thing in ancient times?

3. How did the lifestyles of the strongest people in society change several
centuries ago? ,
A) Self-protection was still the most important.
B) When towns outgrew their old walls, the people usually built new ones.
C) They lived in towers.
D) Castle owners were starting to move out of towers into country houses.
5



4. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT true?

A) Comfort in the home used to be for all the people.

B) In ancient times, every lord lived in a castle.

C) In England, castle-building reached its high point 800 years ago.

D) Comfort in the home has been spreading more widely in recent years.
5. How has home life changed for many ordinary people in rich countries?

A) Comfort can only be for the rich.

B) Safety has become a problem.

C) Comfort has become available to nearly everyone.

D) There is no comfort at all.

Words & Expressions

protect [pra'tekt] vz.
protection [pra'tek[on] n.
settle ['setl] v.
settlement ['setlmont] n.
acastle ['ka:sl] n.
aoutgrow [aut'grou] vt.

lord [lo:d] ~.

merchant ['ma:itfont] .
mass [mees | n.
available [a'veilabl] a.
protect... from

as far as...

as far as possible

4 An Inquiring Mind

o a

R R Y

(D) EE s () B4 il ok

¥ 5 o s 1 9%

bR
KEEBBET GEFY WERLE;

KE;RARBER:HE
A R8T A F 89 (to)

1. #BHSEE
2. RBE VL e TIF 5 R eeeeee
RE, R R fEah

Tommy Dare had an inquiring mind. He liked to find out things for himself.
There is nothing wrong in that. On the contrary, it is an excellent way of
learning. But Tommy sometimes overdid it, as we shall see in a moment.

He was particularly interested in chemistry and physics, and often carried
out experiments at home, much to his mother’s annoyance. “If I ever hear a
bang or smell a smell, I always know it is Tommy doing one of his
experiments,” his mother would say. Sometimes when she could bear the smell

6



and noise no longer, she would say, “Tommy, you are not to make those
- horrible smells indoors. You must do your experiments outdoors. ”

One day Tommy read an account of how a road was driven through the solid
rock of the Austrian Alps. He noticed that sometimes the engineers had used
dynamite to blast their way through, and sometimes they had used blasting
powder. He wondered about this. Why had they changed form one to the other?
Which was the more effective? Which made the louder explosion? He at once
decided to find out for himself.

The very next day he went to a shop and bought some blasting powder to
carry out his first experiment. He struck a light and lit the fuse he had made to
explode the blasting powder. Tommy did not live to carry out the second

experiment.

1. Decide whether the following statement are true (T) or false (F).
1) Tommy showed an interest in learning.
2) Tommy succeeded in his experiment.
3) Tommy is still alive.
4) Tommy is dead.
5) Tommy had the ability to be aware of something.
2. Tommy Dare’s experiment made his mother

A) a little tired B) a little angry
C) shouting D) very excited
2. Where did Tommy Dare do his experiment?
"~ A) In the lab. B) At school.
C) Outdoors. D) Indoors.

3. What can we learn from the passage?
A) It is no good finding out things for oneself.
B) Tommy Dare’s way of finding out things is worth developing.
C) Overdoing a thing may lead to bad results.
D) The experiment of explosion is very terrible.
4. What do you think of Tommy Dare’s action?
A) Funny. B) Sad.
C) Worthwhile. D) Pointless.

Words & Expressions

inquire [in'kwaia ] v. #1a, $707; B (nto)
aoverdo [,auva'du: ] vr. E{aRIRLRY €1 Su S
horrible ['horabl] a. Al B




e

drive [draiv | vez. }‘é’(%ﬁ%);gﬁﬁ;gﬁiﬂ

‘adynamite ['dainamait | 7. HirEZ
explode [iks'ploud] v. (fs) 1R 4
explosion [iks'plauzen] . B

afuse [fjuiz] n. FRERK 2
blast [bla:st ] vz. YEFF JEH
annoyance [a'noians | n. AR AS B
bang [bay] n. (REWDE W, BIES

vi. KRR — s TR

account [a'kaunt] n. B UL 5k P
powder ['pauda] n. : 7K
on the contrary IEMR
carry out AT B, AT
wonder about Xifeveee 5 %

Useful Structures

1. Much to sb’s annoyance. .. : & A+ BRI SR

Part B Reading and Reciting

‘R To Learn With Success

To learn with success is not a very difficult task if some fundamental
principles are laid to be its bases. In discussing this subject, four indispensable
principles should be mentioned, that is, diligence, devotion, constancy and
punctuality.

All things can be conquered by diligence. It makes the foolish wise, the
poor rich, and the humble noble.' It produces a wonderful effect. In learning,
the work of a diligent fool doubles that of a lazy wit. ?

Devotion means to set our heart on one thing at a time and give up all other
thoughts. Never think of learning another subject while studying one thing.
Those who often change their studies® will never succeed in the long run.
Therefore, in order to be successful we need devotion.

Constancy makes success a certainty.* On the other hand, inconstancy
often results in failure. If we study day after day, there is nothing that can not
be achieved. We should remember a proverb, “Constant dropping of water
wears away a stone.*”

8



Besides these, there is another rule helpful to one’s accomplishments, that

is, punctuality. The habit of keeping a regular time is of extreme importance to

successful learning. ®

Work while work; play while play. Every man will

certainly become strong and wise if he does these.

Words & Expressions

fundamental [ ,fanda'mentl] a.
principle ['prinsopl] n.
indispensable [,indis'pensabl] a.
mention ['menfan] vt.
adiligence ['dilid3ens | ».
adiligent ['dilidzent] a.
constant [ 'konstant ] a.
constancy [ 'konstonsi | n.
punctuality [ ,pagktju'eliti] ».
conquer [ 'kogka] wvt.
humble ['hambl] a.
devotion [di'veufon] n.
wit [wit | n.
aproverb ['prova:b] n.
aaccomplishment [o'komplifmant ] ».
accomplish [a'kompli[] vz.
in the long run

result in

Notes
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1. It makes the foolish wise, the poor rich, and the humble noble: &h75{# % A B
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