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Oh, to Be a Knob

There was, among other contentious issues, the question
of Shannon Faulkner’s hair. Shave it off, insisted The
Citadel. If she was to become the first female member of the
corps of cadets in the school’s 152-year history, she had to
be treated just the same as the other “knobs,” as first-year
students at the Charleston, S. C., military school are called.
Outrageous, feminists protested, backed by the US Department
of Justice. Head-shaving is historically a means of demeaning
and stigmatizing women. Faulkner herself was more
philosophical. “It’s just hair,” she said. “It will grow back...”

As it turns out, Faulkner will keep her hair for another year
at least, but for now, she will not have the privilege of joining
the corps and living the spartan life of a knob. Last week a
federal appeals court postponed a lower-court decision to end
the all-male tradition at The Citadel, which is publicly funded.
Faulkner will be allowed to attend day classes, as she did last
year, while her case continues to work its way through the
courts.

Why the fuss? After all, other military schools admit
women. At West Point and Annapolis, which have been coed
since the mid-’70s, women are allowed to wear their hair in a
short bob. But The Citadel is not West Point, and Charleston
is not quite like any other city. “In Charleston, more than
elsewhere, you get the feeling that the 20th century is a vast, -
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unconscionable mistake,” wrote Pat Conroy in The Lords of
Discipline, a thinly disguised fictional account of life at The
Citadel. He described the school as “Charleston’s shrine to
Southern masculinity.”

Like other military schools, The Citadel is supposed to
produce officers and gentlemen, though only one in five
Citadel graduates goes into the military. As for gentlemen,
civility is said to be prized in Charleston, but Citadel
supporters haven’t been exactly polite lately. Conroy’s former
roommate at The Citadel, Michael De Vito, dismissed
Faulkner’s insistence that she has a right to be a cadet with a
drawing-room put-down. “She is rude,” he said. Last year, as
she walked to class as a day student, Citadel students would
open their dormitory windows and yell obscenities at her. She
received death threats, and her parents’ house was spray-
painted with graffiti.

The Citadel believes it is necessary to break down boys
before making them “whole men.” “Knob year makes sure
every one starts out equal—it doesn’t matter how rich your
daddy is or what your score is or how popular you were,”
says third year student Kevin Marshall. Knobs must do
whatever upperclassmen tell them, and can answer only, “Sir,
yes, sir,” “Sir, no, sir,” and “Sir, no excuse, sir.” Having been
bullied, some Citadel men become bullies: though hazing has
been outlawed, almost every year a Citadel student is brought
up on criminal charges of abusing a knob. The Citadel “is
preparing soldiers who might do splendidly at Gettysburg,”
said Linda Grant of the Minerva Center, which conducts
research on women and the military.

All this raises the question of why Faulkner wanted to
apply in the first place. She seems at once determined to join
The Citadel’s anachronistic culture and to challenge it. She
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was aware of the institution’s strange traditions, but she knew
that the school has a good academic faculty, and The Citadel
old-boy network is the most powerful in the state. Citadel
graduates are proud to “wear the ring” of their classes. “To
her, it means prestige. It means you’re proven to yourself that
you can do it,” says her lawyer, Bob Black.

For all the turmoil she has caused, not just in Charleston
but in feminist circles and around the country, Faulkner seems
calmly deliberate. Her parents admit to being distressed by
her ordeal, but her mother says Shannon never complained
about the verbal abuse. With friends she jokingly asks why
anyone would spread rumors that she’s a lesbian when she’s
fighting to get into a school with 2000 men. Last week Faul
kner said she was disappointed that she would not be able to
enroll this year, but looked forward to eventually joining the

corps.

There is good likelihood that she will be able to. The Fourth
Circuit Court of Appeals, which will hear her case this fall,
has already ruled that the Virginia Military Institute, a similar
state-supported military school, has to admit women or set
up a similar program for females. Since The Citadel has no
sister school on the drawing board, it will likely have to open
up next fall. If so, Faulkner will not be alone. Forty-two other
women have applied for the privilege of a head-shave and
the chance to wear.
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War on Many Fronts

by Michael Hirsh

n Vietnam the reporters had a name for the military’s daily
Ibriefings: the Five O’clock Follies. There was the war the
generals said they were fighting, complete with impressive
body counts. Then there was the real war, which was an utter
quagmire. It took several years before the American public
understood the difference. Just five weeks into the Kosovo
campaign, critics of NATO’s strategy have begun to wonder
if a similar credibility gap is opening up.

Granted, NATO has a lot to spin these days. But as another
week passed without a military or diplomatic breakthrough,
the disconnect between what NATO briefers say and the
reality on the ground grew wider. Alliance spokesmen insist
Serb forces are being “degraded”, but reporters have begun
to snooze during the daily videos of smart bombs blasting
targets—most of them long-deserted buildings.

While the air war was again stepped up last week—raids
on Belgrade were the heaviest so far—bombers were said to
have destroyed few than 50 of the 400 Serb tanks in Kosovo.
Many others were hidden or dug in. There were more
“collateral damage”; on Saturday jet fighters destroyed a bus
near Luzave, Kosovo, killing as many as 35 civilians, Serb
officials claimed. Pilots flew the Army’s tank-killing Apache
helicopters, but just on training missions, and one crashed in
the hills of Albania. Pentagon officials fretted publicly about
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the strain the war put on Defence Department resources. The
diplomacy didn’t hold out much promise—though Slobodam
Milosevic scored a publicity coup on Saturday when he said
he would turn over three American POWs to the Reverend
Jesse Jackson. And while the Administration has been pushing
Russia as lead mediator—in part to keep lines of
communication to Moscow open—Moscow and NATO spent
most of the week negotiating with each other over what to
say to Belgrade.

Worst of all, the central, brutal fact of the conflict remained;:
that in a campaign ostensibly launched to avoid a humanitarian
catastrophe, the alliance has done little to stop the mass ethnic
cleansing, alleged executions and rapes in Kosovo. Even Jamie
Shea; NATO’s doggedly optimistic spokesman, once described
how an ethnic Albanian refugee said the alliance jets flying
overhead “sound like angels,” he elicited a collective groan
from reporters. “Everybody’s tired,” said a senior NATO
military analyst. “We’re just grinding it out.”

Bill Clinton, meanwhile, was just scraping by. The
president’s once lofty approval numbers on Kosovo dropped
below 50 percent in the nearest Newsweek Poll. On Capitol
Hill, too doubts about the war grew. In a stunning tally, the
House deadlocked at 213 on a resolution expressing support
for the air war. While the vote was merely symbolic—Clinton
is likely to get more money than he needs this week in a
Kosovo appropriation bill——a top GOP aide said that “the
president’s got a lot of explaining to do up there,” adding,
“frankly, his credibility isn’t great.”

Even at the White House there were signs of anxiety behind
the usual show of solidarity. At NATO’s request, Clinton
abruptly decided Friday to travel to alliance headquarters in
Brussels this week for a first-hand briefing. He’ll also fly to
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Germany to address the ever more dire refugee problem. And
British Prime Minister Tony Blair, who has been so close to
Clinton that one official calls them “Franklin and Winston”,
began to show frustration with the president’s unwillingness
to consider a ground invasion, Blair aides fear that the next
chance to push Clinton on ground forces may not come until
the G-8 meeting in June—but by then it would be difficult if
not impossible to wrap up a ground campaign before the mid-
October snows. Clinton has opted for a gradual escalation of
pressure including a new US trade embargo.

Question’s emerged, too, about another favorite NATO
theme at the daily follies: the Serb Army’s “increasing morale
problems.” Those were the words of Navy briefer Adm.
Thomas Wilson last week. The evidence on the ground was
otherwise. “Our Army is more united now and has greater
fighting morale. It has the direct backing of the people,” said
Miroslav Lazansky, a leading Serbian military analyst. The
civilian population seemed just as united. Vuk Draskvic, the
loose-tongued deputy prime minister who was sacked last
week for criticizing Milosevic government, told Newsweek
that if a ground war comes, he’ll be “one of 10 million soldiers
ready to defend the land.”

There was some progress. At the weekend, Deputy
Secretary of State Strobe Talbott said the US and Russia were
slightly closer on a unified peace plan. Milosevic, showing
signs of terminal stubbornness, made a minimal concession:
he would permit lightly armed UN peacekeepers in the
besieged province. But Albright said, “we are not anywhere
near a serious proposal.”

The two sides may remain far apart for some time. On the
borders, NATO has begun building semipermanent camps for
a worst-case total of 1.5 million refugees, nearly double the
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number now. Milosevic himself seems to be waiting out the
bombing to see what Moscow can deliver. “If the Russians
hang in there for him, Milosevic has a buffer,” says one senior
NATO analyst. “He’s going to accept being pounded, while
the political game plays out.” It may be a fate he can live
with, as long as NATO’s rhetoric fails to match its reality.
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