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Preface

The Oxford American College Dictionary is a new kind of
college dictionary, written on new principles. It builds on
the excellence of the lexicographical traditions of scholar-
ship and analysis of evidence as set down by the Oxford
English Dictionary over a century ago, but it is also a new,
specifically American, departure. The Oxford American
College Dictionary is a dictionary of current American
English, based on currently available evidence and cur-
rent thinking about language and cognition. It is an inven-
tory of the words and meanings of present-day English,
both those in actual use and those found in the literature of
the past. The compilers have gone to the heart of the tra-
ditional practices of dictionary making and reappraised
the principles on which lexicography is based. In particu-
lar, the focus has been on a different approach to an un-
derstanding of “meaning” and how this relates to the
structure, organization, and selection of material for the
dictionary.

Linguists, cognitive scientists, and others have been
developing new techniques for analyzing usage and
meaning, and the Oxford American College Dictionary
has taken full advantage of these developments. Foremost
among them is an emphasis on identifying what is “cen-
tral and typical,” as distinct from the time-honored search
for “necessary conditions” of meaning (that is, a state-
ment of the conditions that would enable someone to pick
out all and only the cases of the term being defined). Past
attempts to cover the meaning of all possible uses of a
word have tended to lead to a blurred, unfocused result, in
which the core of the meaning is obscured by many minor
uses. In the Oxford American College Dictionary, mean-
ings are linked to central norms of usage as observed in
the language. The result is fewer meanings, with sharper,
crisper definitions.

The style of definition adopted for the Oxford Ameri-
can College Dictionary aims in part to account for the dy-
namism, imaginativeness, and flexibility of ordinary
American usage. The Oxford American College Dictio-
nary records and explains all normal meanings and uses
of well-attested words, but also illustrates transferred, fig-
urative, and derivative meanings, insofar as these are con-
ventional within the language.

The layout and organization of each entry in the dic-
tionary reflect this new approach to meaning. Each entry
has at least one core meaning, to which a number of sub-
senses, logically connected to it, may be attached. The
text design is open and accessible, making it easy to find

the core meanings and so to navigate the entry as a
whole.

At the heart of this dictionary lies the evidence. This
evidence forms the basis for everything that we, as lexi-
cographers, are able to say about the language and the
words within it. In particular, the large databank of
searchable electronic texts collected by Oxford gives,
with its 100 million words, a selection of real, modern,
and everyday language, equivalent to an ordinary per-
son’s reading over ten years or more. Using computation-
al tools to analyze this databank and other corpora, the ed-
itors have been able to look at the behavior of each word
in detail in its natural contexts, and so to build up a picture
for every word in the dictionary.

Databank analysis has been complemented by analysis
of other types of evidence: the Oxford American College
Dictionary makes extensive use of the citation database of
the Oxford North American Reading Program, a collec-
tion of citations (currently standing at more than 69 mil-
lion words and growing at a rate of about 4.5 million
words a year) taken from a variety of sources from all the
English-speaking countries of the world. In addition, a
specially commissioned reading program targeted previ-
ously neglected specialist fields as diverse as computing,
alternative medicine, antique collecting, and sports.

The general approach to defining in the Oxford Ameri-
can College Dictionary has particular application for spe-
cialist vocabulary. Here, in the context of dealing with
highly technical information that may be unfamiliar to the
nonspecialist reader, the focus on clarity of expression is
of great importance. Avoidance of over-technical termi-
nology and an emphasis on explaining and describing as
well as defining are balanced by the need to maintain a
high level of technical information and accuracy.

The Oxford American College Dictionary views the
language from the perspective that English, though a
world language, is now centered in the United States, and
that American vocabulary and usage deserve special at-
tention. Although the focus is on American English, a net-
work of consultants throughout the English-speaking
world has enabled us to ensure excellent coverage of
world English, from the United Kingdom and Canada to
the Caribbean, India, South Africa, Australia, and New
Zealand. We have been indebted to the opportunities pro-
vided for communication by the Internet; lively discus-
sions by e-mail across the oceans have formed an every-
day part of the dictionary-making process.



How to use this dictionary

New part of speech Part of speech

introduced by »

ear! /ir/ »n. the organ of hearing and balance in humans and other ver-
tebrates, esp. the external part. The mammalian ear is composed of |
three-parts. The outer or external ear consists of a fleshy external |
flap and a tube leading to the eardrum or tympanum. The middle ear -
is an air-filled cavity connected to the throat, containing three small
linked bones that transmit vibrations from the eardrum to the inner |
ear. The inner ear is a complex fluid-filled labyrinth including the
spiral cochlea and the three semicircular canals, ® an organ sensi- i
tive to sound in other animals. ® [in sing.] an ability to recognize, ap-

preciate, and reproduce sounds, esp. music or language: an ear for ——

rhythm and melody. ® a person’s willingness to listen and pay atten- |
tion to something: offers a sympathetic ear to pet owners. ™ an ear-
shaped thing, esp. the handle of a jug. —eared adj. [in combination]
long-eared; earsless adj.
be all ears informal be listening eagerly and attentively.
bring something (down) about one’s ears bring something,
“-esp, misfortune, on oneself. one’s ears are burning one is sub-
consciously aware of being talked about or criticized. grin (or
smile) from-ear to ear smile broadly. have something coming
out of one’s ears informal have a substantial or excessive amount of
something: he has money coming out of his ears. have someone’s
ear have access to and influence with someone. have (or keep) an
ear to the ground be well informed about events and trends. in
X (at) one ear and out (at) the other heard but disregarded or
"~ Qquickly forgotten: advice seems to go in one ear and out the other. —
 listen with half an ear not give one’s attention. be out on one’s
ear informal be dismissed or ejected ignominiously. up to one’s
ears in informal very busy with or deeply involved in: I'm up to my
T ears in work.
ear? »n. the seed-bearing head or spike of a cereal plant. ® a head of
com.

Label (showing
level of formality)

Phrase .. i

Homonym number
(indicates different
word with same
spelling)

Pronunciation .. _

Earehart /'erhirt/, Amelia Mary (1898-1937), US aviator. In 1932, °
she became the first woman to fly an airplane across the Atlantic
Ocean by herself. In 1937, her plane disappeared somewhere over
the Pacific Ocean during an around-the-world flight.

earn /arn/ wv. [trans.} obtain (money) in return for labor or services:

- earns his living as a truck driver. m [with two objs.] (of an activity or
action) cause (someone) to obtain (money): the win earned them
350,000 in prize money. ® (of capital invested) gain (money) as in-
terest or profit. ®gain or incur in return for one’s behavior or
achievements: through the years she has earned affection and es-
leem.
ZTXXI3Y earn one’s keep work in return for food and accommo-
dations. ® be worth the time, money, or effort spent on one.

Common collocation
(highlighted within
the example)

esequire /'eskwir; i'skwir/ »n, 1 (Esquire) (abbr+Esq.) a title ap-
pended to a lawyer’s surname. ® Brit.-a polite title appended to a
man’s name when no other title is used, typically in the address of a
letter or other documents. -2 historical a young nobleman who, in
training for knighthood, acted as an attendant to a knight. # an offi-
cer in the service of a king or nobleman. ® [as title] a landed propri-
€1Or Or country squire.

Label (showing -
currency)

Core sense

__ Subsenses introduced
by =

_ Example (showing
typical use)

Encyclopedic entry
(biography)

- Label (showing

regional distribution)



How to use this dictionary xi

eenoremiety /i'normité/ »n. (pl. -ies) 1 (the enormity of) the great
or extreme scale, seriousness, or extent of something perceived as
bad or morally wrong. ® (in neutral use) the large size or scale of
something: the enormity of his intellect. See usage below. 2 a
grave crime or sin: the enormities of the Hitler regime.
[TEXE This word is imprecisely used to mean ‘great size,’ as in if is
difficult to comprehend the enormity of the continent, but the origi-
nal and preferred meaning is ‘extreme wickedness,’ as in the enor-
mity of the mass murders. To indicate enormous size, the words

enormousness, immensity, vastness, hugeness, etc., are preferable.

Word history 15, from
(showing enori (vari ! ttern, stand-
morphological and M‘Wmmny ‘meant ‘deviati e h°¢ o %’f’

titude jon.’ Current senses n influe y
sense development) ENORMOUS. Sex DSAQE above, T

__—— Subject label

ecedyesis /'ekdasis/ »n. Zoologﬁe process of shedding the old skin
(in reptiles) or casting off the outer cuticle (in insects and other

Syllabic break _ arthropods). —ecedyseieal /ek'dizeal/ adj.

eschidena />'kidna/ »n. a spiny insectivorous egg-laying mammal
____— (family Tachyglossidae, order Monotremata) with a long snout and

Technical information - claws, native to Australia and New Guinea. Also called SPINY ANT-
(chiefly for animals EATER. )
and plants) Alternative name

Ecsuaedor /'ekw>,dér/ a republic in northwestern South America. Encyclopedic entry
See box. — Eceuasdoreeean /,ekwa'doréan/ adj. & n. | (place name)

Additional
information
(in separate block)




xii How to use this dictionary

Verb inflections
I

/
/
edeit /'edi/ »v. (edited, editing) [trans.] (often be edited) prepare i
(written material) for publication by correcting, condensing, or Typical form
otherwise modifying it. M choose material for (a movie oraradioor (in bold)
television program) and arrange it to form a coherent whole: B
footage was edited into broadcast form | [as adj.] (edited)an edit-
ed version. @be editor of (a newspaper or magazine). W (edit
Typical pattern —-———— something out) remove unnecessary or inappropriate words,
(in bold) sounds, or scenes from a text, movie, or program. »h. a change or
correction made as a result of editing.

Plural form
—
elf /elf/ »n. (pl. elves /elvz/) a supernatural creature of folk tales, typ-
ically represented as a small, elusive figure in human form with L. .
pointed ears, magical powers, and a capricious nature. —elfslgh L Derivatives (in
adj.. elveen /'elvan/ ad). (posticiiterary); elveish /'clvisH/ ad). i alphabetical order)
Grammatical
information (in - —
square brackets) \\erglarge fen'tarj/ »v. make or become bigger or more extensive.
® {trans.] (often be enlarged) develop a bigger print of (a photo-
graph).
- enlarge on/upon speak or write about (some-
Phrasal verbs — thing) in greater detail:  would like to enlarge on this theme.

e*o*hip*pus / z-3'hipss/ »n. (pl. eohippuses) another term for HY- :

RACOTHERIUM, -- Cross reference entry

Variant spelling —

epeiscenster /'epi sentar/ (Bl epicentre) »n. the point on the
earth’s surface vertically above the focus of an earthquake. M figura-
tive the central point of something, typically a difficult or unpleas-
ant situation. —epelecenstral /,epi'sentral/ ad.



Key to the pronunciations

This dictionary uses a simple respelling system to show
how entries are pronounced, using the symbols listed
below. Generally, only the first of two or more identical
headwords will have a pronunciation respelling. Where a
derivative simply adds a common suffix such as -less,
-ness, or -ly to the headword, the derivative may not have
a pronunciation respelling unless some other element of
the pronunciation also changes.

&  as in hat /heet/, fashion /'fesHon/, carry /'kere/
as in day /da/, rate /rat/, maid /mad/, prey /pra/
i asinlot/1av, father /'faTHor/,

barnyard /'birnfyird/
b  asin big /big/
CH as in church /cHarcH/, picture /'pikcHar/
d  asindog /dog/, bed /bed/
e asin men/men/, bet /bet/, ferry /'ferg/
& as in feet /fét/, receive /ri'sev/
er as in air /er/, care /ker/
9  as in about /5'bowt/, soda /'s6da/,

mother /'maTHar/, person /'parson/
f  asinfree /fre/, graph /gref/, tough /tof/
g asin get/get/, exist /ig'zist/, egg /eg/
h
i
i

i

as in her /har/, behave /bi'hav/

as in fit /fit/, guild /gild/, women /'wimin/

as in time /tim/, guide /gid/, hire /hir/, sky /ski/
ir  as in ear /ir/, beer /bit/, pierce /pirs/
j as in judge /jsj/, carriage /'kerij/
k  asinkettle /'ketl/, cut /kat/, quick /kwik/
I asinlap /lzp/, cellar /'selar/, cradle /'kradl/
m as in main /man/, dam /dem/
n  as in need /néd/, honor /'4nar/, maiden /'madn/
NG as in sing /siNG/, anger /'®NGgar/
8 asingo/go/, promote /pra'mot/
06  as inlaw /16/, thought /TH6Y, lore /16r/
oi as in boy /boi/, noisy /'noizé/
0 as in wood /wood/, football /'foot,bdl/,

sure /SHoOr/

60 as in food /f60d/, music /'myGozik/
ow as in mouse /mows/, coward /'kow(-a)rd/
p asin put/poot, cap /kep/
r  asinrun/ran/, fur /far/, spirit /'spirit/

as in sit /sit/, lesson /'lesan/, face /fas/
SH as in shut /sHat/, social /'sosHal/,

action /'&ksHan/

as in top /tip/, seat /s&t/
as in butter /'batar/, forty /'forté/, bottle /'batl/
as in thin /THin/, truth /tréoTH/
as in then /THen/, father /'fiTHar/
as in never /'nevar/, very /'veré/
as in wait /wat/, quit /kwit/
(h)w as in when /(h)wen/, which /(h)wicH/
y  asinyet/yet/, accuse /2'kycoz/
z  as in zipper /'zipat/, musician /my6o'zisHan/
ZH as in measure /'mezHar/, vision /'vizHon/

s<Hgm "

Note: The sound /p/ does not occur in American English,

and words which have this vowel in British pronunciation

will instead have /a:/ in American English.

Foreign Sounds

KH as in Bach /bakn/
A fricative consonant pronounced with the tongue in
the same position as for /k/, as in German Buch and
ich, or Scottish loch.

N as in en route /aN'root/, Rodin /ro'deN/
The /N/ does not represent a consonant; it indicates
that the preceding vowel is nasalized, as in French
bon (bon voyage) and en (en route).

e as in hors d’oeuvre /0r 'deevra/, Goethe /'geeta/
A vowel made by rounding the lips as with /6/ while
saying /e/ or /a/, as in French boeuf and feu, or Ger-
man Holle and Hohle.

Y  asin Lully /1y'le/, Utrecht /'y trekHt/
A vowel made by rounding the lips as with /60/ or
/60/ while saying /i/ or /N/, as in French rue or Ger-
man fiihlen.

Stress Marks

Stress (or ‘accent’) is represented by marks placed before
the affected syllable. The primary stress mark is a short,
raised vertical line /'/ which signifies that the heaviest
emphasis should be placed on the following syllable. The
secondary stress mark is a short, lowered vertical line /, /
which signifies a somewhat weaker emphasis than on the
syllable with primary stress.

Variant Pronunciations

There are several ways in which variant pronunciations
are indicated in the respellings. Some respellings show a
pronunciation symbol within parentheses to indicate a
possible variation in pronunciation; for example, in sand-
wich /'sen(d)wicH/ sometimes the /d/ is pronounced,
while at other times it is not.

Variant pronunciations may be respelled in full, sepa-
rated by semicolons. The more common pronunciation is
listed first, if this can be determined, but many variants
are so common and widespread as to be of equal status.

Variant pronunciations may be indicated by respelling
only the part of the word that changes. A hyphen will re-
place the part of the pronunciation that has remained the
same. These ‘cutback’ respellings will occur primarily in
three areas:

a) where the headword has a variant pronunciation:
quasiparticle / kwazi'partakal/; / kwize-/

b) in derivative forms:
dangle /'deNGgal/
dangler /-glar/
dangly /-gl&/

Note: Cutbacks in derivatives always refer back to the
headword respelling, not the preceding derivative.

¢) at irregular plurals:
parenthesis /pa'renTHasis/
parentheses /-,s&z/

Note: A hyphen sometimes serves to separate syllables
where the respelling might otherwise look confusing, as
at reinforce /,ré-in'fors/.
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Aa

Al /a/ (also a) »n. (pl. As or A’8) 1 the first letter of the alphabet. B de-

noting the first in a set of items, categories, sizes, etc. @ denoting the
first of two or more hypothetical people or things: suppose A had
killed B. W the highest class of academic mark. B (usu. a) the first
fixed quantity in an algebraic expression. 8 (A) the human blood
type (in the ABO system) containing the A agglutinogen and lack-
ing the B. 2 a shape like that of a capital A: [in combination] an
A-shape. See also A-FRAME, A-LINE. 3 Music the sixth note of the
diatonic scale of C major. @ a key based on a scale with A as its key-
note.
GIEXXTES from A to B from one’s starting point to one’s destina-
tion: most road atlases will get you from A to B. from A to Z over
the entire range; completely: make sure you understand the subject
fromAtoZ

A2 pabbr. m ace (used in describing play in bridge and other card
games): you cash AK of hearts. ™ ampere(s). ® (A) angstrom(s).
® answer: Q: What’s the senator’s zodiac sign? A: He’s a Leo. ™ (in
personal ads) Asjan. W a dry cell battery size.

@ /a; o/ (an before a vowel sound) [called the indefinite article] »adj.
1 used when referring to someone or something for the first time in
a text or conversation: a man came out of the room | it has been an
honor to have you. Compare with THE. M used with units of meas-
urement to mean one such unit: a hundred | a quarter of an hour.
8 [with negative] one single; any: I haven’t a thing to wear. ® used
when mentioning the name of someone not known to the speaker: a
Mr. Smith telephoned. ® someone like (the name specified): you're
no better than a Hitler. 2 used to indicate membership of a class of
people or things: he is a lawyer. 3 used when expressing rates or ra-
tios; in, to, or for each; per: typing 60 words a minute.

JEXXT31 The article & can be pronounced either /a/, when stressed
(“He gave you a flower?”—that is, only one flower), or /a/, when
unstressed (“He gave you a flower?"—that is, the emphasis is on
Sflower, not on the number of flowers). The form an is used before
words beginning with a vowel sound.

2 On the question of using & or an before words beginning with h,
see usage at AN.

a-! »prefix not; without: atheistic | atypical.

a-2 pprefix to; toward: aside | ashore. W in a specified state or manner:
asleep | aloud. W in the process of (an activity) a-hunting. W on:
afoot. W in: nowadays.

a-3 ppretix variant spelling of AD- assimilated before sc, sp, and st (as
in ascend, aspire and astringent).

a-4 »prefix 1 of: anew. [ORIGIN: from OF)] 2 utterly: abash. [ORI-
GIN: from Anglo-Norman French, from Latin ex.]

-al »suffix forming: 1 ancient or Latinized modern names of animals
and plants: primula. 2 names of oxides: baryta. 3 geographical
names: Africa. 4 ancient or Latinized modern feminine forenames:
Lydia. 5 nouns from Italian, Portuguese and Spanish: duenna |
stanza.

-a2 »suttix forming plural nouns: 1 from Greek or Latin neuter plurals
corresponding to a singular in -um or -on (such as addenda, phe-
nomena). 2 in names (often from modern Latin) of zoological
growps: Protista | Insectivora.

-a° psuffix informal 1 of: coupla. 2 have: mighta. 3 to: oughta.

A1 »ad). informal very good or well; excellent. @ Nautical (of a vessel)
equipped to the highest standard, esp. as certified by a classification
society; first-class.

AA »abbr. ® Alcoholics Anonymous. ® antiaircraft. ® administrative
assistant. M Associate of Arts. ® a dry cell battery size.

aa /'4,4/ »n. Geology basaltic lava forming very rough jagged masses
with a light frothy texture. Often contrasted with PAHOEHOE.

AAA /,tripsl 'a/ »abbr. American Automobile Association. 8 Baseball
see TRIPLE A, B a 1.5 volt dry cell battery size.

AAAS »abbr. American Association for the Advancement of Science.

Aaschen /'dkHon/ a city in western Germany; pop. 244,440, French
name AIX-LA-CHAPELLE.

Aaleborg /6], bér(g)/ (also Alborg) a city in northern Jutland, Den-
mark; pop. 155,000.

Aaleto /'dlto/, Alvar (1898-1976), Finnish architect and designer; full
name Hugo Alvar Henrik Aalto. He invented bent plywood furni-
ture.

AAM »abbr. air-to-air missile.

A&M »abbr. Agricultural and Mechanic (college)

A&R »abbr. artist(s) and repertory.

aardevark /'ard,virk/ »n. a nocturnal burrowing African mammal
(Orycteropus afer, family Orycteropidae) with long ears, a tubular
snout, and a long extensible tongue, feeding on ants and termites.
Also called ANT BEAR. .

aardewolf /'ird woolf/ »n. (pl. aardwolves /- woolvz/) a nocturnal
black-striped African mammal (Proteles cristatus) of the hyena
family, feeding mainly on termites.

aargh /ir; drg/ »exclam. used as an expression of anguish, horror,
rage, or other strong emotjon, often with humorous intent.

Aarshus /'6r,hoos/ (also Arhus) a city on the coast of eastern Jut-
land, Denmark; pop. 261,440.

Aareon! /'eron; 'zr-/ (in the Bible) brother of Moses and traditional
founder of the Jewish priesthood (see Exod. 28:1).

Aareon2, Hank (1934~ ), US baseball player; full name Henry Louis
Aaron. He set the all-time career record of 755 home runs. Baseball
Hall of Fame (1982).

AARP /irp/ vabbr. American Association of Retired Persons.

AAU »abbr. Amateur Athletic Union.

AB! »n. a human blood type (in the ABO system) containing both the
A and B agglutinogens.

AB2 pabbr. W able seaman; able-bodied seaman. ® Bachelor of Arts.
® airman basic. @ Baseball at bat. B Alberta (in official postal use).

Ab! /ib; dv/ (also Av) »n. (in the Jewish calendar) the eleventh month
of the civil year and the fifth month of the religious year, usually co-
inciding with parts of July and August.

Ab?2 Biology »abbr. antibody.

ab- (also abs-) »prefix away; from: abaxial | abominate.

ABA »abbr. W American Bar Association. @ American Basketball As-
sociation. ™ American Bankers Association. ® American Book-
sellers Association.

a*baeca /,&ba'ki/ vn. a large herbaceous Philippine plant (Musa fex-
tilis) of the banana family that yields Manila hemp. B Manila hemp.

asback />'bzk/ »adv. 1 archaic toward or situated to the rear. 2 Sailing
with the sail pressed backward against the mast by a headwind.
P take someone aback shock or surprise someone.

abeascus /'zbokas/ »n, (p!. abacuses)
1 an oblong frame with rows of wires
or grooves along which beads are slid,
used for calculating. 2 Architecture the
flat slab on top of a capital, supporting
the architrave.

Asbasdan / iibs'ddn; ,ebs'deery/ a city
in western Iran; pop. 308,000.

Asbadedon />'bzdn/ the Devil (Rev.
9:11); hell.

asbaft />'beft/ Nautical »adv. in or be-
hind the stern of a ship. »prep. nearer
the stern than; behind.

Asbackan /,3bs'kiin; ,aba-/ a city in south central Russia, capital of
the republic of Khakassia; pop. 154,000. Former name (until 1931)
UST-ABAKANSKOE.

abeaclo*ne /,zbs'1ong; 'abs,lone/ »n. an edible mollusk (genus
Haliotis, family Haliotidae) of warm seas that has a shallow ear-
shaped shell lined with mother-of-pearl and pierced with respiratory
holes.

asbansdon />'bsndan/ »v. [trans.] 1 give up completely (a course of
action, a practice, or a way of thinking). @ discontinue (a scheduled
event) before completion. 2 cease to support or look after (some-
one); desert. W leave (a place, typically a building) empty or unin-
habited, without intending to return. M leave (something, typically a
vehicle or a vessel) decisively, esp. as an act of survival. ® (aban-
don someone/something to) condemn someone or something to
(a specified fate) by ccasing to take an interest in them, 3 (aban-
don oneself to) allow onself to indulge in (a desire or impulse).
»n. complete lack of inhibition or restraint. —aeba nt n,
EILY.EES abandon ship leave a ship because it is sinking.

asbansdoned />'bzndsnd/ »ad]. 1 (of a person) having been desert-
ed or cast off. 2 (of a building or vehicle) remaining empty or un-
used; having been left for good. 3 unrestrained; uninhibited: a
wild, abandoned dance.

asbase />'bas/ »v. [trans.] behave in a way so as to belittle or degrade
(someone). —asbasesment n,

arbash />'bash/ »v. {trans J[usu. as adj.](abashed) cause to feel em-
barrassed, disconcerted, or ashamed. —asbashement n.

asbate />'bat/ »v. fintrans.] (of something perceived as hostile or neg-
ative) become less intense or widespread. W [trans.] cause to become
smaller or less intense. 8 [trans.] Law lessen, reduce, or remove (esp.
a nuisance): this action would abate the odor nuisance.

ashatesment />'batmont/ sn. (often in legal use) the ending, reduc-
tion, or lessening of something.

abacus 1

See page xiii for the Key to the pronunciations
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ablation

abeatstolr /'&ba, twir/ »n. a slaughterhouse.

abeaxsieal /2b'zksesl/ vad|. Botany facing away from the stem of a
plant (esp. denoting the lower surface of a leaf). .

Abrba /'4bi; 'ebé/ pn. (in the New Testament) God. ® (in the Syrian
Orthodox and Coptic churches) a title given to bishops and patri-
archs.

absbascy /'zbase/ »n. (pl. -les) the office or period of office of an ab-
bot or abbess.

Abebaseid /'zbssid; o'basid/ »ad). of or relating to a dynasty of
caliphs who ruled in Baghdad 750-1258. »n. a member of this dy-
nasty.

abob;yvtlal /3'basHaV »adj. of or relating to an abbey, abbot, or ab-
bess.

abe*bé /='ba/ »n. (in France) an abbot or other cleric: the abbé was his
confessor | [as title] Abbé Pierre.

abebess /'zbis/ »n. a woman who is the head of an abbey of nuns.

Abbeeviliel*an /eb'vilean; ,@ba-/ (also Abbevillean) »adj. Archasol-
ogy, dated of, relating to, or denoting the first Paleolithic culture in
Europe. It is now usually referred to as the Lower Acheulean. M [as
n.] (the Abbevlliian) the Abbevillian culture or period.

abebey /'&bg/ »n. (pl. -eys) the building or buildings occupied by a
community of monks or nuns.

abebot /'zbst/ »n. a man who is the head of an abbey of monks.

Abebott /'xbat/ Berenice, (1898-1991), US photographer. Her doc-
umentation of New York City was published in Changing New York
(1939).

abbr. »abbr. abbreviation.

absbresvieate />'breve,av/ s, [trans.] (usu. be abbreviated) shorten
(a word, phrase, or text),

absbresvisastion />,brave'asHon/ (abbr.: abbr.) mn. a shortened
form of a word or phrase. ® the process or result of abbreviating.

ABC! »n. the alphabet. @ (also ABCS) the rudiments of a subject. B an
alphabetical guide: an ABC of Civil War battlefields.

FILYXIT easy (or simple) as ABC extremely easy or straightfor-
ward.

ABC?2 yabbr. American Broadcasting Company.

ABD »abbr. all but dissertation, used to denote a student who has com-
pleted all other parts of a doctorate.

abediecate /'bdi kat/ »v. [intrans.] (of a monarch) renounce one’s
throne: in 1918 Kaiser Wilkelm abdicated as German emperor |
[trans.] Ferdinand abdicated the throne in favor of the emperor’s
brother. M [trans.] fail to fulfill or undertake (a responsibility or
duty): the government was accused of abdicating its responsibility |
[intrans.) the secretary of state should not abdicate from leadership
on educational issues. —abediscastion /-'kisHan/ n,

abedosmen /'ebdomoan; xb'doman/ wn. the part of the body of a
vertebrate containing the digestive organs; the belly. In mammals it
is contained between the diaphragm and the pelvis. B Zoology the
posterior part of the body of an arthropod, esp. the segments of an
insect’s body behind the thorax. —abedomsienal /zb'dimanl/ adj.

abeduscens nerve /zb'd(y)cosanz/ »n. Anatomy each of the sixth
pair of cranial nerves, supplying the muscles concerned with the lat-
eral movement of the eyeballs.

abeduct /eb'dokt/ sv. [trans.] 1 take (someone) away illegally by
force or deception; kidnap. 2 Physiclogy (of a muscle) move (a imb
or part) away from the midline of the body or from another part.

abeductees /,2bdok'ta/ rr. a person who has been abducted.

abeducetion /=b'dakstan/ »n, 1 the action or an instance of forcibly
taking a person or persons away against their will, B (in legal use)
the illegal removal from parents or guardians of a child. 2 Physiol-
ogy the movement of a limb or other part away from the midline of
the body, or from another part. The opposite of adduction (see AD-
DuUCT!),
abeducetor /ab'doktar/ »n. 1 a person who abducts another person.
2 (also abductor muscle) Anatomy a muscle whose contraction
moves a limb or part away from the midline of the body, or from an-
other part. @ any of a number of specific muscles in the hand, fore-
arm, or foot: [followed by Latin genitive] abductor pollicis,

Abedul-Jabebar /2b'dool jo'bir/ Kareem, (1947~ ), US basket-
balt player; former name Lewis Ferdinand Alcindor. He played for
the Milwaukee Bucks 1960-75 and the Los Angeles Lakers 1975-

9.

89.

Abedulelah ibn Husesein / ibdool's \iban hoo'san/ (1882~
1951), king of Jordan 1946-51. He was assassinated in 1951.

Abedul Raheman /ib'dool ‘rimen; 'riKimin; rdKH'mér/, Tunku
(1903-90), prime minister of Malaya 1957-63 and of Malaysia
1963-70.

a*beam />'bem/ radv. on a line at right angles to a ship’s or an air-
craft’s length. @ (abeam of) opposite the middle of (a ship or air-
craft): she was lying almost abeam of us.

asbescerdarsican /,abese‘deresn/ radj. 1 arranged alphabetically.
2 rudimentary; elementary. »n. a person who is just learning; a
novice.

a*hed /o'bed/ »adv. archaic in bed.

Asbel' /'absl/ (in the Bible) the second son of Adam and Eve, mur-
dered by his brother Cain.

Asbelz /'dbol/, Niels Henrik ( 1802-29), Norwegian mathematician.

Abeerlard /'zbs lird/, Peter (1079-1142), French theologian and

philosopher. He is famous for his tragic love affair with his pupil
Héloise. See also HELOTSE.

a*bele />'bzl/ »n. the white poplar.

Asbeelisan />'belean; -ysn/ »ad]. Mathematics (of a group) having
members related by a commutative operation (i.e., axb = bxa).

Asbe*nacki /,2bo,nzke; ,ibs'ni-/ »n. variant spelling of ABNAKI,

Asbe+o*kueta /i'ba-okso,td/ a city in southwestern Nigeria, capital
of the state of Ogun; pop. 308,800.

Abeersdeen /.zbor'den/ a city in northeastern Scotland; pop.
201,100.

Abrersdeen Ansgus »n. an animal of a Scottish breed of hornless
black beef cattle. Also called BLACK ANGUS.

Abrerenathey /'ebsr,netHe/, Ralph David (1926-90), US civil
rights activist. He was president of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference (SCLC) 1968-1977.

abeererant /'zbarant; 2'ber-/ padj. departing from an accepted
standard. B chiefly Biology diverging from the normal type. —absers
rance n.; absereranecy /-ansé/ n.; abeersrantsly adv.

abeererastion /zbs'rasHon/ sn. a departure from what is normal,
usual, or expected, typically one that is unwelcome. Ba person
whose beliefs or behavior are unusual or unacceptable. ® a depar-
ture from someone’s usual moral character or mental ability, typi-
cally for the worse. M Biology a characteristic that deviates from the
normal type. B Optics the failure of rays to converge at one focus be-
cause of limitations or defects in a lens or mirror. 8 Astronomy the ap-
parent displacement of a celestial object from its true position,
caused by the relative motion of the observer and the object. —abe
ererastioneal /-sHonl/ adj.

Abertawe /,zbsr'tow-&/ sec SWANSEA.

acbet /s>'bet/ »v. (abetted, abetting) firans.] encourage Or assist
(someone) to do something wrong, in particular, to commit a crime
or other offense. ®encourage or assist someone to commit (a
crime). —asbetement n.; asbetstor />'betar/ (also asbetster) n.

asbeyeance /5'baons/ »n. a state of temporary disuse or suspension.
B Law the position of being without, or waiting for, an owner or
claimant. —asbeyeant /5'baant/ ad).

abehor /zb'hér/ »v. (abhorred, abhorring) [trans.] formal regard with
disgust and hatred. —abehorsrer n.

abehorerence /xzb'hérans; ~'hir-/ »n. a feeling of repulsion; dis-
gusted loathing.

abehorerent /zb'horent; -'hir-/ »adj, inspiring disgust and loathing;
repugnant,

asblde /5'bid/ »v. 1 {intrans.] (ablde by) accept or act in accordance
with (a rule, decision, or recommendation): 7 would abide by their
decision. 2 [trans.] (can/could not abide) informal be unable to tol-
erate (someone or something): I cannor abide a lack of discipline.

3 [intrans.] (of a feeling or a memory) continue without fading or
being lost. B archaic live; dwell.

asbideing />'bidiN/ radj. [attrb.] (of a feeling or a memory) lasting a
long time; enduring. —asbideingely adv.

Abeledjan /,zbi'jin/ the chief port of the Ivory Coast, the capital
1935-83; pop. 1,850,000.

Abielene /'zbs 1en/ 1 a city in east central Kansas; pop. 6,242. Tt was
the first end of the Chisholm Trail. 2a city in north central Texas;
pop. 106,654.

asbilsiety /o'bilite/ »n. (pl. -les) 1 [in sing., with infinitive) the capacity
to do something. 2 talent that enables someone to achieve a great
deal. m (in the context of education) a level of mental power. B a
special talent or skill,

-abllity »suffix forming nouns of quality corresponding to adjectives
ending in -able (such as suitability corresponding to suitable).

Abeingeton /'=bintan/ a township in southeastern Pennsylvania,
north of Philadelphia; pop. 56,103.

ab Insietieo /,zb 5'nisue, 5/ »radv. from the beginning.

asbiso*gense*sis /,abi-6'jenasis/ »n. technical term for SPONTANE-
0OUS GENERATION.

asbicoteic /,ab1'itik/ radj. physical rather than biological; not derived
from living organisms. W devoid of life; sterile.

absject /'zb jekt; xb'jekt/ »adj. 1 [attrib.] (of a situation or condition)
extremely bad, unpleasant, and degrading. M (of an unhappy state of
mind) experienced to the maximum degree. W (of a failure) absolute
and humiliating. 2 (of a person or their behavior) completely with-
out pride or dignity; self-abasing. —absjecstion /eeb'jeksHany/ n.;
abejectely adv.; absjecteness n.

abejure /zb'joor/ vv. [trans.] formal solemnly renounce (a belief, cause,
or claim). —abejusrastion /,zbjs'rasHan/ n,

Abekhaz /ib'kiz; &b 'kez; ob'kuaz/ (also Abkhazian /=b'kezHan;
-z&an; &b'ka-/) rad). of or relating to Abkhazia, its people, or their
language. »n. 1 a member of a Caucasian people living in Abkha-
zia. 2 a Northwest Caucasian language.

Abekhasziea /ib'kizes; &b'kazu(2)s/ an autonomous territory in
northwestern Georgia, on the Black Sea; pop. 537,500; capital,
Sokhumi. In 1992, Abkhazia unilaterally declared itself independ-
ent, sparking ongoing armed conflict with Georgia.

abelastion /5'blaston/ sn. 1 the surgical removal of body tissue.
2 the removal of snow and ice by melting or evaporation, typically
from a glacier or iceberg. M the erosion of rock, typically by wind
action. W the loss of surface material from a spacecraft or meteorite
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ablative

abracadabra

through evaporation or melting caused by friction with the atmos-
phere, —abelate /o'blat/ v. )

abelastive /'zblativ/ rad). [attrib.] 1 Grammar relating to or denoting a
case (esp. in Latin) indicating separation or an agent, instrument, or
location. 2 (of surgical treatment) involving ablation. 3 pf, relat-
ing to, or subject to ablation through melting or evaporation. »n.
Grammar a word in the ablative case. M (the ablative) the ablative
case.

abelastive abesoslute »n. a construction in Latin that consists of a
noun and participle or adjective in the ablative case and that is syn-
tactically independent of the rest of the sentence.

abelaut /'eblowt/ »n. a change of vowel in related words or forms,
e.g., in Germanic strong verbs (e.g., in sing, sang, sung).

asblaze />'blaz/ »adj. [predic.] burning fiercely. B very brightly col-
ored or lighted. ® made bright by a strong emotion: eyes ablaze with
anger.

acble /'absl/ »adj. (abler, ablest) 1 [with infintive] having the power,
skill, means, or opportunity to do something. 2 having considera-
ble skill, proficiency, or intelligence.

-able /abs)/ »suffix forming adjectives meaning: 1 able to be: calcula-
ble. 2 due to be: payable. 3 subject to: taxable. 4 relevant to or in
accordance with: fashionable. 5 having the quality to: suitable |
comfortable.

asble-bodeled »ad]. fit, strong, and bealthy; not physically disabled.

asble-bodeled sea*man »n. a merchant seaman qualified to per-
form all routine duties.

a*bloom /5'bleom/ radj. [predic.] covered in flowers.

abelustion /5'blcosHan/ »n. (usu. ablutions) the act of washing one-
self. M a ceremonial act of washing parts of the body or sacred con-
tainers. —abelustionearey /- neré/ adj.

a*bly /'able/ vadv. skillfully; competently.

-ably »suffix forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in
-able (such as suitably corresponding to suitable).

ABM »abbr. antiballistic missile.

Abenackl /2b'nzke; db'ni-/ (also Abenaki /,@ba'nzke; ,ibs'ni-/)
»n. (pl. same or Abnakis) 1 a member of a North American Indian
people of Maine on the Atlantic coast to southern Quebec. 2 either
or both of two Algonquian languages, Eastern Abnakl and West-
ern Abnakl, now nearly extinct. »adj. of or relating to this people
or their language.

abene+gate /'=bni,gat/ »v. [trans.] rare renounce or reject (something
desired or valuable). —abenesgastor /- gator/ n.

abenesgastion /,zbni'gasHon/ »n. the act of renouncing or rejecting
something. ® self-denial.

abenorsmal /zb'nérmal/ »ad}. deviating from what is normal or
usual, typically in a way that is undesirable. —abenoremalely adv.

abenoremaleiety / b nér'mzlitz/ pn. (pl. -ies) an abnormal feature,
characteristic, or occurrence. ®the quality or state of being ab-
normal,

Asbo /'=bd/ (also abo) Austral. informal, offensive »n. (pl. Abos) an Abo-
rigine. »adj. Aboriginal.

*bo /'6bov/ Swedish name for TURKU.

a*board />'bord/ »adv. & prep. on or into (a ship, aircraft, train, or
other vehicle): [as adv.] welcome aboard, sir | [as prep.] aboard the
Yyacht. ® on or onto (a horse): [as adv.] with Migliore aboard, he won
the cup. W figurative into an organization or team as a new member:
[as adv.] coming aboard as IBM’s new chairman. ® Baseball on base
as a runner: putting their first batter aboard.

OGNS all aboard! a call warning passengers to get on a ship,
train, or bus that is about to depart.

a*hode! />'bod/ »n. formal or postic/iterary a place of residence; a house
or home. B archaic a stay; a sojourn.

a*bode?2 »v, archaic past of ABIDE.

a*boleish />'balist/ »v. {trans.] formally put an end to (a system, prac-
tice, or institution). —asboielsheer n.; asbolsishement n.

abeoelietion /,@ba'lisHan/ »n. the action or an act of abolishing a
system, practice, or institution.

abeoelietionelst /,&bs'lisHanist/ »n. a person who favors the aboli-
tion of a practice or institution, esp. capital punishment or (for-
merly) slavery. —abeorlistionsism n.

abeosmassum /,zbo'masany/ »n. (pl. abomasa /-sa/) Zookgy the
fourth stomach of a ruminant, which receives food from the oma-
sum and passes it to the small intestine.

A-bomb »n. short for ATOM BOMB.

Abro*mey /,&ba'ma; 3'bomé/ a town in southern Benin; pop.
54,400.

a*bomeienasbie />'bim(s)nsbal/ »adj. causing moral revulsion.
W informal very unpleasant. —asbomeienasbly /-ble/ adv.

Asbomeisnasble Snowsman »n. (pl. -men) another term for YETI.

asbomeienate /o'bima,nav/ »sv. [trans.] formal detest; loathe. —ae
bomelenastor /-, natsr/ n.

asbomeienastion /5, bims'nastan/ »n. a thing that causes disgust or
hatred. @ a feeling of hatred.

abeoeral /ab'6ra)/ radj. Zoology relating to or denoting the side or end
that is furthest from the mouth. ® moving or leading away from the
mouth. —abeoeraisly adv.

abeoerigelenal /,zbs'rijsnl/ »ad). inhabiting or existing in a land
from the earliest times; indigenous. ® (Aboriginal) of or relating to

the Australian Aboriginals or their languages. »n. an aboriginal in-

habitant of a place. 8 (Aboriglnatl) a person belonging to one of the

indigenous peoples of Australia.

TEYYTH Aborlginals (rather than Aborigines) is the standard plu-

ral form when referring to Australian Aboriginal peoples.
abeoerigelene /,zba'rijone/ »n. a person, animal, or plant that has

been in a country or region from earliest times. # (Aborigine) an

aboriginal inhabitant of Australia.

XY See usage at ABORIGINAL.

asborneing />'borniNG/ »adv. while being born or produced. »ad).
[predic.] being born or produced.

asbort />'bort/ »v. {trans.] 1 carry out or undergo the abortion of (a fe-
tus). ® [intrans.] (of a pregnant woman or female animal) have a mis-
carriage. W [intrans.} Biology (of an embryonic organ or organism) re-
main undeveloped. 2 bring to a premature end because of a
problem or fault. wn. informal or technical an act of aborting a flight,
space mission, or other enterprise: there was an abort because of
bad weather.

acborstisfacciont /5, borts'fasHont/ Medicine »adj. (chiefly of a drug)
causing abortion. »n. an abortifacient drug.

asboretion />'boérsHan/ »n. 1 the deliberate termination of a human
pregnancy. ® a miscarriage. ® Biology the arrest of the development
of an organ, typically a seed or fruit. 2 an object or undertaking re-
garded as unpleasant or badly made or carried out.

asboretioneist />'bérsHanist/ »n. a person who carries out abortions,
esp. illegally.

asboretion pill »n. informal a drug that can induce abortion, esp. mi-
fepristone.

asborstive /5'bortiv/ »ad]. 1 failing to produce the intended resuit.
2 Biology, dated (of an organ or organism) rudimentary; arrested in
development. ® Medicine (of a virus infection) failing to produce
symptoms. 3 [atirib.] rare causing or resulting in abortion. —asbore
tivesty adv.

ABO system »n. a system of four basic types (A, AB, B, and O) into
which human blood may be classified, based on the presence or ab-
sence of certain inherited antigens.

asboueli*a />'booles/ »n. variant spelling of ABULIA.

a*bound /o'bownd/ »v. [intrans.] exist in large numbers or amounts.
= (abound in/with) have in large numbers or amounts.

asbout />'bowt/ »prep. 1 on the subject of; concerning: / was thinking
about you. M so as to affect: there’s nothing we can do about it.
= (be about) be involved or to do with; have the intention of: it’s all
about having fun. 2 used to indicate movement within a particular
area: she looked about the room. 3 used to express location in a
particular place: rugs strewn about the hall. Bused to describe a
quality apparent in a person: there was a look about her that said
everything. »adv. 1 used to indicate movement in an area: finding
my way about. 2 used to express location in a particular place: there
was a lot of flu about. 3 (used with a number or quantity) approx-
imately: he's about 35.
about to do something intending to do something
or close to doing something very soon. be not about to do
something be unwilling to do something. how about see HOW!.
just about see JusT. know what one is about informal be aware
of the implications of one’s actions or of a situation, and of how
best to deal with them. up and about see UP. what about see
WHAT.

asbout-face »n. (chiefly in military contexts) a turn made so as to
face the opposite direction. ® informal a complete change of opinion
or policy. »v. [intrans.] turn so as to face the opposite direction.
rexciam. (about facel) (in military contexts) a command to make an
about-face.

a*bove />'bav/ »prep. 1 in extended space over and not touching: a
display of fireworks above the town. ® extending upward over: her
arms above her head. ® higher than and to one side of; overlooking:
on the wall above the altar. 2 at a higher level or layer than: bruis-
es above both eyes. ® higher in grade or rank than: at a level above
the common people. W considered of higher status or worth than; too
good for: above reproach. Win preference to: they chose profit
above safety. W at a higher volume or pitch than: above a whisper.

3 higher than (a specified amount, rate, or norm): above average.
»adv. at a higher level or layer: place a quantity of mud in a jar with
water above. W higher in grade or rank: an officer of the rank of su-
perintendent or above. Whigher than a specified amount, rate, or
norm: boats of 31 ft. or above.

FLIXTE above all (else) more so than anything clse. above
oneself conceited; arrogant. from above from overhead. ® from a
position of higher rank or authority. not be above be capable of
stooping to (an unworthy act). over and above sce OVER.

asbovesboard />'bov,bérd/ »rad). legitimate, honest, and open.
»adv. legitimately, honestly, and openly: the accountants acted com-
pletely aboveboard.

ab 0o /xb 6vo; ib/ »edv. from the very beginning.

aberascaedabera /,zbroko'debro/ »exclam, a word said by magi-
cians when performing a magic trick. »n. informai the implausibly
easy achievement of difficult feats. @ language, typically in the form

See page xiii for the Key to the pronunciations

185000 |6;9: law [oi ;01 boy |00 ; U beok 60 ;u: toe ow ;auout |sk ; fshut f;dlater i ; O thin ;& this ly ;i yes izn ;3 vision



abrade

absorption

of gibberish, used to give the impression of arcane knowledge or
ower.

a-grade /2'brad/ »v. [trans.] scrape or wear away by friction or ero-
sion. —asbrader n.

Asbrasham /‘abrs,hzn/ (in the Bible) the Hebrew patriarch from
whom all Jews trace their descent (Gen. 11:27-25:10).

Asbrasham, Plainsg of see PLAINS OF ABRAHAM.

asbraesion />'brazHan/ #n. the process of scraping or wearing away.
™ an area damaged by scraping or wearing away.

asbrassive />'brasiv; -ziv/ »ad]. (of a substance or material) capable
of polishing or cleaning a hard surface by rubbing or grinding.
® tending to rub or graze the skin. @ figurative (of sounds or music)
rough to the ear; harsh. ® figurative (of a person or manner) showing
little concern for the feelings of others; harsh. »n. a substance used
for grinding, polishing, or cleaning a hard surface.

abereeact /,zbre'zky/ »v. [trans.] Psychology release (an emotion) by
abreaction. @ cause (someone) to undergo abreaction.

aberesacstion /,zbre'zksHan/ »n. Psychology the expression and
consequent release of a previously repressed emotion, achieved
through reliving the experience that caused it (typically through
hypnosis or suggestion). —abereacetive /-tiv/ ad.

asbreast />'brest/ »adv. 1 side by side and facing the same way: they
were riding three abreast. 2 alongside or even with something.
W figurative up to date with the latest news, ideas, or information.

asbridge /5'brij/ »v. {trans.] (usu. be abridged) 1 shorten (a book,
movie, speech, or other text) without losing the sense. 2 Law curtail
(rights or privileges). —asbridgeer n.

asbridgement /2'brijmont/ (also abridgement) »n. 1 a shortened
version of a larger work. 2 Law a curtailment of rights.

asbroad />'bréd/ radv. 1 in or to a foreign country or countries.
& dated or humorous out of doors: few people ventured abroad Jfrom
their warm houses. 2 in different directions; over a wide area. ® (of
afeeling or rumor) widely current. W freely moving about. 3 archaic
wide of the mark; in error. »n. foreign countries considered collec-
tively.

aberoegate /'zbra,gat/ »v. [trans.] formal repeal or do away with (a law,
right, or formal agreement). —aberosgaetion /,zbro’ gasHan/ n,
XTXI3 The verbs abrogate and arrogate are quite different in
meaning. While abrogate means ‘repeal (a law),’ arrogate means
‘take or claim (something for oneself) without justification,’ often in
the structure arrogate something to oneself, as in the emergency
& ittee arrogated to itself whatever powers it chose.

aberupt />'brapt/ »ad]. 1 sudden and unexpected. 2 brief to the point
of rudeness; curt. ® (of a style of speech or writing) not flowing
smoothly; disjointed. 3 steep; precipitous. —aberuptely adv.; abe
rupteness n.

aberupetion /o'brapsaan/ »n. technical the sudden breaking away of a
portion from a mass. ® (also placental abruption) Medicine separa-
tion of the placenta from the wall of the uterus.

ABS »abbr. m acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene, a composite plastic
used to make car bodies and cases for computers and other appli-
ances. ® anti-lock braking system (for motor vehicles).

abs /zbz/ informal »n, the abdominal muscles.

abs- »prefix variant spelling of AB- before c, ¢, and ¢ (as in abscond,
abstain).

abescess /'xb,ses/ »n, a swollen area within body tissue, containing
an accumulation of pus.

abescise /zb'stz/ »v. [trans.] cut off or away. M (intrans.} Botany sepa-
rate by abscission; fall off.

abescligesa /zb'siss/ »n. (pl. abscissae /~'sise/ or absclissas) Math-
ematics (in a system of coordinates) the x-coordinate, the distance
from a point to the vertical or y-axis measured parallel to the hori-
zontal or x-axis. Compare with ORDINATE.

abescisesion /zb'sizran/ »n. Botany the natural detachment of parts
of a plant, typically dead leaves and ripe fruit. ®any act of cut-
ting off.

abescond /=b'skind/ »v. [intrans.] leave hurriedly and secretly, typi-
cally to avoid detection or arrest. B (of someone on bail) fail to sur-
render oneself for custody at the appointed time. ® (of a person kept
in detention or under supervision) escape. —abescondeer n.

abesell /'4pzil/ »n. & v. another term for RAPPEL. —abeseileer n,

abesence /'zbsans/ pn. the state of being away from a place or per-
son. @ an occasion or period of being away from a place or person.
& (absence of) the nonexistence or lack of.

abesent radj. /'&bsant/ 1 not present in a place or at an occasion.
® (of a part or feature of the body) not forming part of a creature in
which it might be expected. 2 (of an expression or manner) show-
ing that someone is not paying attention to what is being said or
done: an absent smile. wv. /eb'sent/ (absent oneself) stay or go
away. »prep. /zb'sent/ fomal without: employees could not be Sired
absent other evidence. —abegentsly adv. (in sense 2).

abesenstee / xbson'ta/ »n. a person who is expected or required to
be present at a place or event but is not.

abesenstee baislot »n. a ballot completed and mailed before an
election by a voter unable to be present at the polls.

abesensteesism /,zbson'te,izom/ sn. the practice of regularly stay-
ing away from work or school without good reason.

abesentemindesed /zbssnt, mindid/ »adj. (of a person or a per-

son’s behavior or manner) having or showing a habitually forgetful
or inattentive disposition. —abesentsmindeedely adv.; abesents
mindeedeness n.

abesinthe /'zb,sinTr/ (also absinth) »n. 1 the shrub wormwood.
B an essence made from this. 2 a potent green aniseed-flavored
liqueur prepared from wormwood, now largely banned because of
its toxicity.

abesoslute /'zbss 160t; xbsa'loot/ radj. 1 not qualified or dimin-
ished in any way; total: absolute secrecy. ® used for general empha-
sis when expressing an opinion: the policy is absolute folly. ® (of
powers or rights) not subject to any limitation; unconditional: abso-
lute authority W (of a ruler) having unrestricted power: absolute
monarch. ™ Law (of a decree) final: the decree of nullity was made
absolute. 2 viewed or existing independently and not in relation to
other things. ® Grammar (of a construction) syntactically independ-
ent of the rest of the sentence, as in dinner being over, we left the ta-
ble. m Grammar (of a transitive verb) used without an expressed ob-
ject (e.g., guns kill). ® Grammar (of an adjective) used without an
expressed noun (e.g., the brave). »n. Philosophy a value or principle
regarded as universally valid or viewed without relation to other
things. ® (the absolute) Philosophy that which exists without being
dependent on anything else. ® (the absolute) Theology ultimate re
ality; God. —abesoslutesness n.; abesosluteize I'ebssloo,uz/ v,

abesoelutesly / zbss'lootle/ vadv. 1 with no qualification, restric-
tion, or limitation; totally. ® used to emphasize the truth or appro-
priateness of a very strong or exaggerated statement: he absolutely
adores that car. W [with negative] none whatsoever: she kad abso-
lutely no idea what he was talking about. W [as exclam.] informal used
to express and emphasize one’s assent. 2 independently; not
viewed in relation to other things or factors: white-collar crime in-
creased both absolutely and in comparison with other categories.
& Grammar (of a verb) without a stated object.

abesoslute magenitude »n. Astronomy the magnitude (brightness)
of a celestial object as it would be seen at a standard distance of 10
parsecs. Compare with APPARENT MAGNITUDE.

abesoslute masjorsisty »n. a majority over all rivals combined;
more than half.

abesoslute mussic »n. instrumental music composed purely as mu-
sic, and not intended to represent or illustrate something else. Com-
pare with PROGRAM MUSIC.

abesoslute pitch »n. Music the ability to recognize the pitch of a note
or produce any given note; perfect pitch. ® pitch according to a
fixed standard defined by the frequency of the sound vibration.

abesorlute temepereasture »n, a temperature measured from ab-
solute zero in kelvins. (Symbol: T)

abesoslute valeue »n. 1 Mathematics the magnitude of a real number
without regard to its sign. The absolute value of a complex number
a? + ib is the positive square root of a2 + b2. Also called MODULUS.
2 technical the actual magnitude of a numerical value, irrespective of
its relation to other values.

abesoslute zesro pn. the lowest temperature theoretically possible,
at which the motion of particles that constitutes heat would be min.
imal. It is Zero on the Kelvin scale (-273.15°C or —459.67°F).

abesosjustion /,2bss'160sHon/ wn. formal release from guilt, obliga-
tion, or punishment. ® an ecclesiastical declaration of forgiveness of
sins.

abesoslutelsm /'zbssloo, tizom/ sh. the acceptance of or belief in
absolute principles in political, philosophical, ethical, or theological
matters. —abegosluteist n. & adj.

abesolve /5b'zily; -'z01v; -'silv; -'sblv/ sy, [trans.] declare (someone)
free from blame, guilt, or responsibility. @ Christian Theology give ab.
solution for (a sin).

abesorb /5b'zorb; -'sérb/ s [trans.] 1 take in or soak up (energy, or
a liquid or other substance) by chemical or physical action, typical-
ly gradually. ® take in and assimilate (information, ideas, or experi-
ence). @ take control of (a smaller or less powerful entity), making
it a part of oneself by assimilation. ® use or take up (time or re-
sources): he claims that arms spending absorbs 2 percent of the na-
tional income. W take up and reduce the effect or intensity of (sound
or an impact). 2 engross the attention of (someone). —abesorbeas
bilsiety /ab,z6rba'bilite; -,s6r-/ n.; abesorbeasble ad}.; abesorbeer
n

abesorbeance /5b'zorbans; ~'sor-/ sn. Physics a measure of the ca-
pacity of a substance to absorb light of a specified wavelength.

abesorbed /sb'zérbd; -'sorbd/ »adj. [predic.] intensely engaged; en-
grossed. —abesorbeedsly /-bidla/ adv.

abesorbed dose »n. Physics the energy of ionizing radiation ab-
sorbed per unit mass by a body.

abesorbeent /sb'zérbant; -'sér-/ »ad]. (of a material) able to soak up
liquid easily. »n. a substance or item that soaks up liquid easily.
—abesorbeenscy n.

abesorbeent cotston »n. fluffy wadding of a kind originally made
from raw cotton, used for cleansing wounds, removing cosmet-
ics, etc,

abesorbeing /ob'zorbing; -'sor-/ radj. intensely interesting: an ab-
sorbing account of their marriage. —abesorbeingsly adv.

abesorpstion /5b'z6rpsuan; -‘sdrp-/ »n. 1 the process or action by
which one thing absorbs or is absorbed by another: shock absorp-
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