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Preface

The area of Heluo includes Luo Yang and its extensive regions, where the
Yellow River and the Luohe River intersect. It also includes the other tributary
river systems of the Luohe River, such as the Yihe River, the Chanhe River and
the Jianhe River. The Mang Mountain, the WanAn Mountain and the Longmen
Mountain traverse this region. People once lived and worked here to create the
material and spiritual wealth that evolved into the Heluo Culture. With its distinct
local characteristics, it precipitated a rich long history .

The Heluo Culture, the origin of the Chinese National Culture, is the root of
the Central Plains. It has an impressive bearing and presents an unhurried man-
ner. Tt has breadth of vision and mind “containing everything as nature, and Te-
ceiving all rivers as oceans’ . It originated in the remote ages and shaped the three
dynasties — the Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasty. It continued to prosper and was
spread all over the world. It has been supporting and nourishing the Heluo off-
spring both at home and abroad . It caused the Han and Tang Dynasties to flourish
and laid the foundation for the Song and Ming Dynasties, which thrived in wealth
and spirit. It is the glorious duty of the Heluo Culture Research Center of Luo
Yang Teacher’s University to research thoroughly and carry forward this spiritual
wealth .

The Mang Mountain, WanAn Mountain and Longmen Mountain in Luo Yang
were chosen as the first burial site for the government officials of the Bei Wei, Sui
and Tang Dynasties. There were tomb robbers in the ancient times. Since the end
of the Qing Dynasty, many epitaphs laid quietly underground over a thousand
years have been thoroughly exposed due to the large - scale construction of build-

ings, highways and railroads, earth removal and unlawful grave digging. Accord-



ing to the statistics, 70 % of the epitaphs discovered have been unearthed in Luo
Yang. Epitaphs as one of the necessities of the ancient sacrificial custom were the
bibliography which recorded and showed their distinguished families, government
posts, conducts and family social standing of the grave owners. In recent years,
the research of the epitaphs has been gradually strengthened in academic circles.
Close attention has been gradually paid to the culture value of the epitaphs. Since
2000, the library of Luo Yang Teachers’ University has collected more than one
hundred and seventy chunks of epitaphs. These have provided rare original bibli-
ographies for the research of the Heluo Culture .Records and Explanations of Luo
Yang Lately Unearthed Epitaphs is the academic fruit of several epitaph research
workers .

It is regarded in academic circles that the natural value of the epitaphs lies in
their art (calligraphy, drawing, and stone inscription), culture (morals, éthics,
education, language, the initial and final and tone of a Chinese character), bibli-
ography, and in the mourning of the descendants for the dead.

The epitaphs are the cultural tools used to mourn ancestors by their descen-
dants brimming with tears who have come to praise the dead with sad memories of
their blood relatives. It is normal that the contents of the epitaphs reveal only suc-
cesses and acts of benevolence about those who passed away. Moreover, the epi-
taph stones were buried far away from the hustle and bustle of normal life, the
snobbishness of officialdom, and the gossip of the present day dynasties. No harm
would spread to the underworld because it is reasonable to assume that the “final
judgment is formed when the lid is on his coffin.”

All through the ages the attention has been paid to the valuable calligraphy,
drawing, and stone inscriptions. The capacity, fame, qualifications and prestige
of the epitaph’s writer were usually equal to the identity and renown of the dead.
Some copies of rubbings have become rare editions of pond - practicing calligra-
phers for generations. The epitaph rubbings of Yan Zhen - qing, Chu Sui - liang,
Ou Yang ~ xun and Xu Hao are priceless treasures, worth several cities — invalu-
able! Their traditional artistic charm has been influencing and nourishing the great
masters in calligraphy circles from generation to generation.

Epitaphs, as a memorial prose in the style of a carol, provide literary master-

pieces for later generations with their fluency, popular laudatory expressions and



masterful citations.

What deserve the readers’ attention are the laudatory accounts of the official’
s morals and the personality of the tomb owner. Each official had his own princi-
ples as a leader, but the standards to judge an official were different. The only
standard, which remains unchanged from the ancient to the present, is public
praise . The leaders’ concerns for the people (that is, to be near to, to love and to
resolve problems for the civilians) are the principles held by officials and con-
versely the expectations of officials from the public. The life of “beginning work at
sunrise and going to sleep after sunset” made our ancestors form a simple life of
“good fortune in a lasting peace” . Lower taxation was one of our ancestors’ pur-
suits. Living and working in peace and contentment were their long — term goals.
Emphasis on education and pursuit of safety for the people in a certain area were
important objectives by which to judge local officials. Those were the most fre-
quently used laudatory words in a provincial governor’s epitaph.

As to the moral standing of the tomb owner, generally speaking, an ordinary
epitaph would tell his ancestors, family traditions and family education as starting
point. Narrative and figurative writing style was used to prove his incorruptibility
and loyalty, praise his intelligence and wisdom, and clarify his personality accord-
ing to the citations or achievements in important historical events during his term.
Ancient people mostly stressed the origins of family traditions, and therefore the
motto “to be a man first and do business second ” is the inheritance and develop-
ment of Chinese traditional civilization. So we can say proudly that collecting and
researching original tomb inscriptions, discerning their essence to extract their
personality and education and then providing more typical models of ethical educa-
tion for youth are some of the cultural duties of the tomb inscription researcher.

This personality means moral conduct, and its formation depended on ac-
quired education. The family education would be the foundation of moral cultiva-
tion, and we can say it is an everlasting truth that family education will be the ba-
sis of the education that leads us to pursue “truth, goodness and beauty ~ . There-
fore, educators, especially teacher — training educators, should pay more attention
to the scientific study of family education.

Research shows that the values of historical materials found in tomb inscrip-

tions lie in justifying historical events, filling the gaps of history and correcting the



mistakes in historic records. The tomb inscriptions (with the exception of fake or
false inscriptions) are powerful and undoubted evidence. For example, the mis-
takes corrected in New Tang History and Tang History by tomb inscriptions are
more than one thousand, and consequently more gaps in history have been filled .
The historical research, bibliography and textual criticism coming from the tomb
inscriptions add to the attractiveness and value of the historic materials. Many
years of hard work have broadened the research fields of the Heluo Culture and
have enriched this subject in its historical viewpoint.

“Human beings are shaped by traditions, and there is no reality without tra-
~ ditions. Every time the historical development away from or back to its right route
is a process of gradual improvement according to ‘the negation of negation’ law ”.
(Dai Yi’ Preface of Research of the Chinese History , written by Q1 Si — he, Hebei
Education Press, January, 2002) The tomb inscriptions, as the carriers of tradi-
tional civilization need our further research. The issue of this book is only the new
starting point of the Heluo Culture research. And the ethical spirit, philosophical
wisdom and scientific thoughts reflected in these tomb inscriptions must be effec-
tive \tools through which we can identify, surmount and transcend traditions and
promote academic study thereby passing all of them down to future generations.

And this is just for the preface.

Yang Zuo - long
Jingshui Study Room, August 2004
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