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1 The History of Books

The first books were quite different from the books of today.
They were made of! baked clay tablets. Some of these
tablets have been found that were used in Mesopotamia
about fifty-five hundred years ago.? The people of that
time used symbols to represent their language. When
the clay was soft, the symbols were written in the clay.
After the tablets were baked, the clay hardened and the
messages were permanently. preserved. Most of the
tablets that have been found are business records, such as
deeds to certain lands in the area.

The Egyptians found a material that was more conve-
nient to write on than clay. They used the bark of the
papyrus, a grassy plant that grows wild in the Nile Valley.
They pasted layers of this bark together to make long
sheets—sometimes over a hundred feet long. A wooden
roller was attached to each end of the sheet so thata small
portion could be read, then the papyrus could be rolled
up a little to reveal a new portion of writing. Because
this method was employed, the Egyptian writing was done
in columns, reading from top to bottom.

For centuries this type of book was used in Greece,
Egypt, China, and Rome. The Romans made roll books
of velium, a soft parchment made from the skins of young
animals such as lambs, kids or calves. About 300 A.D,
a new type of book was developed: three or four sheets of
vellum were folded and sewn together. Then the ends
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'were cut so that the pages could be turned.

The Chinese began printing books during the Middle
Ages, long before the Europeans. Their printing type
was made of baked clay and their books were made of
paper—another Chinese invention. The Chinese books
Jooked very much like our modern books. However, the
Chinese had little or no contact with Europe at that time,
so it is not clear whether or not the Europeans learned
about printing from the Chinese?®.

The first known inventor of printing in Europe was
Johannes Gutenberg* of Germany. The first book printed
in his workshop was a Latin Bible. A few copies of this
first book still exists. They are now over five hundred
years old. The Gutenberg Bible was printed on a hand
press with type made of lead. Most of the copies were
printed on paper, but a few were printed on vellum. The
books are about 12 inches wide and 163 inches long.

Men who had been trained in Gutenberg’s workshop
soon established themselves as independent printers®. By
1500, about fifty years after the first Bible was printed, more
ithan 30,000 books had been printed. The Bible was still
the most popular book. Other church books were also
printed, as were Greek and Latin classics, history books,
and . astronomy books.*

The tools of the first printers were simple and could
‘be moved about casily. At the end of the fifteenth century
there were morc than a thousand printers in Europe.
Since many pcoplg could not read Latin and Greek, books
were soon printed in various languages. The printers
also began to make the books smaller, so that they could be
handled more easily. Furthermore, the printers began
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to make their books more elaborate, adding pictures and
ornamental letters at the beginning of chapters. Gradually
the letters of the type were made smaller, finer and more
dclicate. The letters began to look less like manuscript
letters, and, eventually, the form of the letters was simplified
to the point where they were well-adapted to the metal of
the type.

Sometimes books were illustrated with woodcuts.
Blocks of wood were carved so that the white parts of the
picture were below the surface of the wood. When the:
surface was inked and stamped onto paper, the dark part
of the picture was reproduced. The first attempts, of
course, were rather crude, but eventually the block printers.
were making meticulous and artisticillustrations. Florence,
in Italy and Lyons, in France, became famous for their
illustrated books. |

In the seventeenth century, great numbers of7
religious pamphlets were printed. These pamphlets were
not always neat or artistic because the writers were only
interested in spreading their ideas quickly, and the readers
did not consider the appearance of the book important.
The art of metal engraving was developed about this.
time and enabled printers to illustrate their books with
pictures of very fine, delicate lines. The use of an engrav-
ing on the first page of a book became popular. The
quality of the paper improved too.®

By 1800, hand printers could not supply enough books:
to satisfy the demand. Books were not printed fast enough.
when hand-made paper and wooden hand presses were
used. Fortunately, about this time, many machines were
invented that aided in the mass production of such products
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as cotton and woolen cloth®. The invention of new types
of printing machines and paper machines followed on the
heels of'® these inventions and helped to speed up the
production of books. The paper machine produced paper
in rolls instead of sheets; and the iron handpress enabled
~ the printer to use larger pieces of paper on which more text
could be printed in less time. Finally, the linotipe was
- invented, a machine which could cast an entire line of
type at one time!!.
In the twentieth century, many books have been
produced in paperback editions. Although these books
" do not last as long as books with cloth or leather bindings,
-they are much?? cheaper. Thus, many poor people, who
could not afford books before, can now buy them. Today
" books are available to everyone because they are no longer
expensive, they do not take long to produce,®® and, con-
“sequently, they are no longer rare. Because of this progress
-in book production, more and more people are learning to
‘read. More and more people are now writing books, as
.well as reading them, so that the literature of the world
Js being constantly enriched.

New Words
clay [klei] n. #5i+ symbol ['simbdl] n. ¥E
tablet [‘txblit] » IR deeds [di:dz] n. [EJEH
Mesgpatamia [ messpo'teimia] papyrus [p>'paioras] . %iv
n ERTEKT AT M %

TREERH RS ERRHZ Nile Valley 227
BB, HRHXEEYR vellum ['velom] n. [E#
. parchment ['pa:tfmont] s, 2%
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type [wip] n. JEF

elaborate [i'lzborit] a. K\Ig
)

ornasnental [ 0:mno'mentl] a.
AN

mazxuscript ['maenjuskript] a.
FUR

illustrate ['ilostreit] . EHEHE

woodcut ['wudkat] n. K%,
AR

ink [igk] v. 2

stamp [stemp] v. EHIT

meticulous [mi'tikjulos] a. IF

i)

Lyons ['laionz] n. HE (3
R H— BT

pamphlet ['pemflit] n. /N
?

speed [spizd] o. s

handpress [‘hendpres] n. A_
FIERRIHL

linotype [‘lainsutaip] n. 3
HERRHL

cast [kast] v. £

paperback ['peipobak] n. &
EX

enrich [in'ritf] 2. {HEH

Notes

HERER of, BRFEREA from, 1,
Cloth is made of cotton.
Wine is made from grapes.

9. Some of these tablets have been found that were used ...
= Some of these tablets that were used ... have been

found.

3. so it is not clear whether or not the Europeans learn~
ed ... : ZA~/4)# whether or not éli@%&@%ii%};kﬁ].
4. Johannes Gutenberg: z’gﬁsﬁ}i)@f « SBE,EEPRIRK,
MEBETESOM, E—RETHRT XRERBI

 BREBEEZ,
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5. to establish oneself as ... : {EJgeeee Tk,

6. ... as were Greek and Latin classics, history books, and
astronomy books: A&/} as §|FG—A-BI% 5 LI
SRER, EERXRXEPEERBXMEX, M.

David is tall, as are my brothers.

7. great numbers of: B A K, K.

a great deal of &AW &
a lot of W BIHT HFA A A

8. The quality of the paper improved too: Z/r
improve B K3,

9. many machines were invented that aided ... = many
machines that aided ... were invented.

10. on the heels of: EE(MR); ZR—iH4.

11. the linotype was invented, a machine which ...: Z&
Al a machine & linotype HFNE, HAIERER
H— AN, FLRIERAED was invented
JATE . :

12. much, far %0 R BHiLER.

13. they do not take long to produce: A% long &4
.

1$%iEX]

iR

B BASHA N BRBATRAN, BITRHEHT
B2 BRI, EERANBEH LA T, F—BERLLT
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LTEFEWEERPERERGEELT. FRYARBTCEE
RASkFERN, ELERZRMREFES L, 235H
PG BRIEE, XREFERBEAERETHRT. B4
KI5 P RE Bl KR, X — R A3 8 i 4,

BRENEAT —HEIEESFHS5 WM. ZRFH
RIS E LN —FEGARYN KT E, RRARFIAE
B B2, SO V5 R B R R R L RB K B SRS BT, A R
B—EHER, ERGEFNE—REE—ARY, XERT
FBE—/RS, BIE, BPERRTUBHNGE—LT
BHFHBEES, BNATXMHTE, FULRNBER
BATH, RALAET RN,

BMBERE BRGPENPONASREE. FDA
P B AR BAT 00 B A, XA R AR B2 4ER SR PR 4 /N 34T,
WAEE, DUEFUMERERRG. KAEATEEE,
—FH R BARR T, R R E S kR R BRI
ENgER, BERENNERIE, XEBTRTHD,

v [ N AE S S0 T 8 EP R A5 , S 4 S EL T BRI A
AT B E RV R PR 0 R, TR BRI E
A F—F R —— B bR PEANBERRBERN
TUAE B A2 fEL 24 o N5 RO 1 6 R R T B ey
EEMRLERABR, FUBMARE RN REARILE
SITEHRAR, X—ARFRERET.

FERR, BTt E—A BRAR N R EREENY
BRY - A88, ERNTHREOMGE—ABE—BRT
YR, XE—APHISBRAESEE, ENANLEER
AEEBEZAT, AERNZERAREETREORN L
RN, KAEERGBEIRROEE LK, PRETRPAEREK
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R, XS RRRE LA 28, KBS N6, 63,

EAGRTEEYAZARNENARARSEFHT
BRI . £FEfERNN, kAZEE—RRBHREY
BOEL L, N EARE BT, FENRERGHEHBB..
WAL T BN R BERR AR T X WA RS
¥, B BRI,

B RE N TR BA AN S TR, BT Rk,
B B2H T RRERRN, HTFENES AREEERTX
R, EERAAMETROS, PRENLFRES
FEPUE AT FRBRES. W, BNEFRE—SE
BRBERT, FINGEFEASEXTHHEZLRAERT
h, ENRETIROEHEAE D, FEN, EHESR F
KRBE L ERSTER, BEFRELISREHREN N
P B IEFEMIT .

AN B EBAANEE, KRSk, UEEENA
A ET AL IR E, MEER L WG L EE
REARARBERT, EWHSRURMEE, HEEX
KA EBERA B TR MR LR NEE, BXHEN
e A o T BB AR L A T B T AR A

it LR R R AL REOMIT, XBNET
B R B, ENEERIGRN R
SR AR, TS R m B E BREE, %
XWE, 2RZGEARRBERT, MERREL BT
o SR 0 PV e VR AR T PSR R iE, 72 BRI 108
FR R R o 7R AR R AR, TR R R T.

Ak, ETHRTEESTHERESHHE
RERTORT, T 46 T I Al B 28 £ 5 BE
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Ak, FEHRRAGURREXANINREEI T HFZERHD
Kttt =2 A, BAMET RIOVLE. FEAERITLE
FHN R TIMRETR, MET HARKEM. EERIERNY
BEARR— TR — TR BT R — B — BN, MK BRI
FED R AT LU R B R ARk, SRR RIAEE A R R
HRIESMICE, BEAUT RN 56 RT SRR
KL

T, WS TEBRRT, BAXEPFWGE
B EREEHA, BENBEEEES, FUFSUIES
RENFAREREBXT. 4K, SOABREBRBE,
RNENABRMEERT, ENRESTRERSHH,
EMENOABRERAEYRT. BT HEEFRXMER,
ARBEHAEENTE, BRBEZHWNET S, B, X8
WRICFMEEEET,



2 Spectacles

The inventor of spectacles probably lived in the town of
Pisa, Italy, around 1286, and was almost certainly a
crafisman working in glass. But nobody knows his name.
We only know this much!about him because Friar Giordano
preached a sermon one Wednesday morning in February
1306 at a church in Florence. ‘It is not yet twenty years
since there was found the art of making eyeglasses® which
make for® good vision,’ said the Friar, ‘one of the best arts
and most necessary that the world has. Soshorta time is
itdsince there was invented a new art that never existed.
1 have seen the man who first invented and created it,
and I have talked to him.” Weknow what Friar Giordano
said because admirers copied his sermons down as he gave
them,

The inventor of spectacles apparently kept the method
of making them to himself®. Perhaps he thought this
was the best way of getting money from his invention.
But the idea soon got around®.  As early as 1300, craftsmen
in Venice, the centre of Europe’s glass industry, were
making the new ‘disks for the eyes’. Spectacles at first
were only shaped for far-sighted people. Concave lenses,
for short-sighted people, were not developed until the late
fifteenth century.

Spectacles allowed people to go on reading and studying
long after bad eyesight would normally have forced them to
give up. They were like a new pair of eyes. The inventor
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of such a valuable thing should be honoured, everyone
thought. But for centuries no one had any idea who the
inventor really was. So all kinds of candidates were put.
forward: Dutch, English, German, Italians from rival cities.
A fake memorial was erected last century in a church in
Florence to honour a man as the trueinventor of spectacles
— but he never even existed !

Only recently have researchers dug back through the
records,” pushed away® all the stories and legends, and
found the man whose name they do not know and to
whom Friar Giordano talked, probably in Pisa, nearly
seven hundred years ago. ‘The world has found lenses
on its nose without knowing whom to thank,” wrote one
researcher.

New Words

spectacles ['spektoklz] n. FR B (CBRFIR B —ETD

55 - disk [disk) n. FE{FHE
inventor [in'vents] n. REZE far-sighted ['fa:'saitid] a. &
Pisa ['pi:zo] n. LhiE (B A F ME

H—ET, HELMLES  concave [kon'keiv] a. [Hy

Yy short-sighted ['[o:t'saitid] a.
craftsman ['kra:ftsman] n. LR

TIE eyesight ['aisait] n. 2 FJ
friar ['frais] 2. {&H-1 rival ['raival] a. ZLHKP
preach [pri:itf] v. Fif fake [feik] a. AR
sermon ['ss:mon] n ¥, P researcher [ri'so:tfo] n. BFFg

H ' AR .

Florence ['florons] n. BRig{S
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