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BEFORE YOU

Answer these questions.

1. What do you think is the most important invention in history?
2. What do you think the machine in the picture does?
3. Were books always easy to make and to get? Why or why not?



Who Is the Most
Important Person from History?

1  What person from history has the greatest effect on our lives today?
Recently, a group of many different experts decided it was a man named
Johann Gutenberg. Gutenberg is famous for inventing printing, but he didn't
really invent it. He invented a better way of printing.

2 For hundreds of years people used blocks of wood to print. They used a
knife to cut words in the block of wood. They made the words backward.
Then they covered the block with ink and pressed it onto paper. When they
pulled the paper from the inky blocks, the words appeared on the paper in the
right direction. In Korea and China, people printed with metal stamps instead
of wood. Either way, printing was difficult and very slow. People usually
wrote books by hand, so it took several years to make one copy of a book.

3 Books were very expensive and rare. Only rich people could buy them,
and only rich people could read. As more people learned to read, books
became more popular. People around the world wanted to find a quicker,

better, and less expensive way to print books. One of these people was Johann
Gutenberg.

4  Gutenberg was born in Mainz, Germany, around 1400. We do not know
the exact year. He was an intelligent man, and he was good at working with
metal. Gutenberg probably had no idea how people printed in China. His
idea was to make a metal stamp for each letter of the alphabet and use the
letters over and over. He could put the stamps together to make words and
arrange the words to make pages. With ink on the stamps, he could press
paper on them to make a page. A "printing press” machine could make
hundreds of copies of a single page quickly. After that page, he could
rearrange the same letters to make other words and print other pages.

5 It took Gutenberg many years to make the stamps for each letter of the
alphabet. When he finished the stamps, he didn't have enough money to make
the printing press. He borrowed money from a man named Johann Fust. They
became business partners. After many years, Gutenberg's printing press was
ready. Gutenberg printed his first book, the Bible, around 1455.

2 UNIT 1



6 Johann Fust was a good businessman. He understood the importance of
Gutenberg's invention. He took Gutenberg to court because Gutenberg still
owed him money. Gutenberg had no money, so Fust took his printing press
and started his own business. He printed and sold more Bibles and kept all the
money. Gutenberg was sad and broke. He died in 1468, a poor man.

7 Today people remember Johann Gutenberg. The city of Mainz has a
statue of him and a museum. His original printing press is in the museum.
They print several pages a day to show that it is still in good condition. There
are only forty-eight copies of the original Bible. It is the most expensive book
in the world. In 1987, a Gutenberg Bible sold in New York for $5.3 million.

ﬂ WORD STUDY

backward: adv. towards the beginning or the past [6] /51, 18 itk
ég:' Count backwards from 100. :

rare: adj. not seen or found very often, or not héppening very often HFHI ,I’é}ﬁﬂ‘]
eg: 1 only saw Helen on the rare occasions when I went into her shop.

over and over: many times RE,B= \
eg: The way to learn the script is to say it to yourself over and over again.

arrange: ». to organize or make plans for somethmg such as a meeting, party or tnp
ZHE, HEFY
eg: I'd like to arrange a business loan.

take:-to court ¥§---& LikE
eg: She threatened to take the magazine to court if they didn't publish an

immediate apology.
3 LU e 1Y
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(’} MEANING
| Write the correct words in the blanks.

backward rare broke pressed effect
partners statue borrowed arranged

1. Gutenberg
give it back later.
2. There were few books before the printing press. Books were

___money from Johann Fust and said he would

. Gutenberg

3 -~ __words to make pages, then printed the pages.

4. Gutenberg's invention was very important. It has a big on
our lives today.

5. People cut words into blocks of wood so that the printed
words would be in the right direction.

6. Gutenberg and Fust worked together and became ~ in
business.

7. Before Gutenberg's printing press, people _ blocks of wood

on paper to print a page.
8. Later in his life, Gutenberg had no money and was __ .
9, The people of Mainz, Germany, wanted to remember Gutenberg, so they
puta _ ofhim there.

Q? WORDS THAT GO TOGETHER
Write the correct words in the blanks.

by hand  had no idea over and over took---to court

1. The Chinese also printed on paper, but Gutenberg of
this. He didn't know about it.

2. They used the metal stamps not just one time, but

3. Before the printing press, people copied books .

4. Fust wanted his money back from Gutenberg. He needed help from a judge
and a lawyer. He Gutenberg

4 UNIT 1



Work with a partner to answer the questions. Use complete sentences.
1. What do you sometimes borrow from another student? From a neighbor?
2. What is the name of a famous statue? Where is it? Why is it famous?

3. What is something that is rare?

4. What things do you usually press with your finger?

5. What is something you do over and over in your English class? At home?

6. What things were made by hand many years ago and today are made by
machines?

CoOMPREHENSION

QUNDERSTANDING THE READING

" Circle the letter of the correct answer.
1. Before Gutenberg's printing press,
a. there were other kinds of printing
b. it was easy to print books by hand
c. Europeans printed with metal stamps
d. people only wrote books by hand
2. Gutenberg

a. had the idea for a printing press

b. knew about printing in China

c. had the idea for printing

d. was good at working with paper
3. Today people think of Gutenberg as

a. a statue in Mainz, Germany

b. a great inventor

c. a great seller of Bibles

-d. sad and broke

Who Is the Most Important Person from History? 5



f# REMEMBERING DETAILS
" Reread the passage and answer the questions.

1. Where was Gutenberg born?

2. What was he good at?

3. Who did he borrow money from?

4. When did Gutenberg print his first book?

5. Where is Gutenberg's printing press?

6. How much did a Gutenberg Bible sell for recently?

fi MAKING INFERENCES

All of the statements below are true. Some of them are stated directly
in the reading. Others can be inferred, or guessed, from the reading.
Write S for each stated fact. Write I for each inference.

Example: S Gutenberg invented a better way of printing.
| Before Gutenberg's time,most average people could not read.

1. Gutenberg was not a good businessman.

2. Gutenberg spent most of his life and money making his printing
press.

3. Gutenberg had no idea that his invention would have an effect on our
lives today.

4. The Bible was the most important book in Europe at that time.
5. The Bible was the first book to be printed.

(’4 TELL THE STORY
g
Work with a partner or together as a class. Tell the story of Johann

Gutenberg. Use your own words. Your partner or other students can
ask questions about the story.

6 UNITI



