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FOREWORD
L

A fable is the most amazing form of literature
that is usually intended to teach a moral lesson
through an interesting story. It provides food for
thought and a multi-dimensional channel for the
reader to gain a better understanding of our so-
ciety and human life at large.

Around the sixth century B.C., the Indian fables,
Aesop’s fables and the Chinese fables emerged
as the most influential literature in the world. Be-
sides the above-mentioned three mainstream
fables of the world, this series of fables also in-
cludes a wide selection of interesting stories from
the later chronological periods such as ancient
Persian, Arabian and African collections.

These selected fables delve deeply into eth-
nic sentiment and wisdom as well as cultural



excellence, regardless of the origin of such stories.
Every reader will surely be enthralled by the fas-
cinating plots and exotic touch of the stories. Each
tale is accompanied by a true-to-life illustration
which helps to enhance the reader’s literary

appreciation.
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PREFACE
B

A fable is an interesting short story intended
to impart a philosophy of life or to tell a moral
lesson. Since time immemorial, most fables from
around the world have animals as their main char-
acters sharing humanly mind and sentiment. They
speak the human language and are as emotional
as you and |.

Around the sixth century B.C. in India, a San-
skrit version of Panchatantra was believed to be
the earliest fables in our entire planet. Later, fables
from Aesop, La Fontaine, Lessing and Kriloff were
made known to the public in Greece, France, Ger-
many and Russia respectively. In the meantime, a
myriad of fabulous stories were rife in ancient
China during the Spring and Autumn period, and
the period of the Warring States. These fables
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were mostly published in the works of various
scholars. The more famous ones include Zhuang
Zhou, Meng Ke, Han Fei and so on. Many post-
Han dynasty fabulists had also come out with fan-
tastic stories which serve as a link between the

past and the future.

Despite their imaginative features, these an-
cient and modern fables from around the world
boast of being “the language of human wisdom”
as the storylines are practically true-to-life. The
fabulists often gain various experiences and les-
sons from our everyday life, pick up the most
typical ones, polish them up and turn them into
fabulous stories through personification,
exaggeration, bsymbolization, simile, metaphor
and other literary skills, providing the general au-
dience with well-intentioned guidance and prac-
tical advice. They serve to help us gain a better
understanding and management of everyday life,
including our words and deeds.

As an effort to share various brilliant fabulous
masterpieces from around the world with our gen-
eral audience, Penerbit Arowana Sdn Bhd has com-
piled and published a series of books entitled




“World’s Great Fables”. Some of the most inter-
esting fables were painstakingly selected, rewrit-
ten in a simple style, and enhanced with lively and
attractive illustrations.

“World’s Great Fables” is a set of readers which
can be enjoyed by both the young and the old.

Heng Kay Song

Lecturer
Department of Chinese Studies
University of Malaya
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The Fox and the Grapes
VKR A

One warm sunny morning, a fox was trotting along
happily. He kept an eye out for a bird or a rabbit to
catch for his lunch. Now and then he would sniff the air
for signs of danger. He did not want to get caught by
the farmers who hated him for always stealing their
chickens.

The fox soon passed a vineyard. The thick stems
of the grape vines curled round the strong wooden
frames and stood tall in the field. From these thick,
strong vines, hung huge bunches of purple grapes which
looked plump and juicy.




The walk in the sun had made the fox quite thirsty
and he looked longingly at the grapes.

“I must eat some of those grapes before the farmer
comes,” he thought. He walked up to the nearest vine
and stood up on his hind legs. He then tried to pluck
the lowest bunch of grapes with his teeth. However,
the bunch was too high and he could not reach it. He
then ran back a few steps and leaped up towards the
bunch, opening his mouth wide and trying to snap at
them with his sharp teeth. He missed!

The fox did not give up easily. For a long time, he
kept running and leaping at the bunch of grapes. But no
matter how hard he tried, he could not reach the grapes.

In the end, feeling tired and irritated, the fox gave
up. As he walked away, he muttered, “I don’t really need
them at all. They are probably sour grapes anyway.”
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