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Foreword

One of the major steps of progress in ophthalmology during the last 40 years was the
introduction of vitreoretinal surgery by Machemer and others. Due to the ongoing development
in this field it made it possible to access diseases, which have been before only observable and
not accessible to any reasonable treatment. Now diseases like macular pucker, macular holes,
vitreomacular traction syndromes, traction retinal detachments of different origin and even age
related macular degeneration in some forms are amenable to surgical treatment in many cases
with high success to the benefit of our patients. It is apparent that the half life of the
vitreoretinal knowledge is continuing to shrink and the amount of current knowledge is
continuing to expand. Therefore a short halt is necessary to collect all current knowledge about
this relatively young field of eye surgery and to perform a platform for new ideas and
developments in this field. This is the purpose of this book, which has been put together in a
comprehensive and meticulous way reflecting the great scientific and clinical knowledge of the
editor and his carefully selected authors. The book will undoubtedly prove to be a valuable
resource for all retina specialists and others in the field of ophthalmology.
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Veit-Peter Gabel, MD

Professor of Ophthalmology

Chairman of the University Eye Hospital Regensburg
Germany
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