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Preface

i,ym‘..u..,..,....-.,,,.,.-..,,,,..........._,.u,.,..,..<....‘.......,.,,,.m.,.‘.,..‘..,,,.y,....,..,...u....,..ws

It is my great pleasure to review the book Spinal Surgery ,edited by Profes-

sor Hou Shu Xun, a renowned specialist in spinal surgery in our country.

There have been great developments in the field of spinal surgery, a branch
of orthopaedics, in recent years. With the continued improvement in living stand-
ard of the people in Mainland China, there is a great demand for treatment of spi-
nal problems. The wide application of high resolution X-rays, CT scans and MRI
scans in spinal surgery has resulted in more accurate diagnosis of spinal prob-
lems. Developments in material science and processing technology, together with
the extensive use of computer technology, have accelerated advancements in sur-
gical instruments and implants. Approaches of treatment of spinal problems have
been refined through in-depth researches of spinal biomechanics, molecular biolo-
gy and genetics. The increase in international exchanges has enabled spinal sur-
geons in the Mainland to meet with their counterparts from abroad to keep a-
breast of the state-of-the-art technologies and new concepts. All these trends

have helped open up a platform for practising spinal surgeons to give their expert-

ise full play.

A qualified spinal surgeon should understand surgical anatomy, pathology,
biomechanics, methods of diagnosis, and principles of treatment before applying
different techniques in spinal surgery. Spinal Surgery contains these need-to-
know topics. The book gives due prominence to focal points of concern and lucid
elaborations on major surgical techniques and their difficulties. There is a rich

collection of detailed clinical information and illustrations with vivid descriptions.

This book is a collaborative effort of many specialists and scholars in the field
of spinal surgery from Mainland China and from Hong Kong as well. They have



described the widely accepted contemporary view points, as well as sharing their
personal experiences. There is much in its content that practising spinal surgeons
can refer to. Appended with an English index, the book is a monograph of spinal
surgery that will attract international readers. The publication of this book is
most opportune and surely it will be an ideal reference book for medical students,
trainees in spinal surgery, spinal surgeons, and other professionals involved in re-
lated work. I take delight in recommending this book to all Chinese readers in the

Mainland, Hong Kong, Taiwan and overseas countries.

John Chi-yan Leong (% {~)
Academician, Chinese Academy of Sciences
Honorary Professor and Former Chair Professor and Head,

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, The University of Hong Kong
President, The Open University of Hong Kong

President, Société Internationale de Chirurgie Orthop édique et de Traumatologie
(SICOT) |
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