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Foreword

Speaking Chinese: 500 Daily Expressions is compiled
especially for learners of the Chinese language who have a
vocabulary of over 800 Chinese words and expressions. The book
has selected a total of 504 expressions. These expressions are
drawn from those found in everyday Chinese life, reading
materials from basic textbook, and excerpts from the
comprehension and reading sections of HSK language tests. Each
expression is frequently used in everyday dialogue and has the
special characteristic of having a set and specific meaning which
goes beyond its literal meaning. For example, expressions such as
“sonchéng lidngawen, ™ “baijicnr, ” “gidnfin”, etc., are all composed
of very basic characters easily recognizable by any beginning
student of Chinese, yet most beginning students would be unable
to provide an accurate meaning for these common everyday
expressions. Because of the vivid and highly-expressive nature of
these expressions, we are also confident that they will be of
interest to and warmly embraced by all foreign students of the
Chinese language. So far, there is no such book that specifically
addresses the usage of these daily expressions. This book has
therefore been compiled to meet this specific need. We hope that
this book will help language learners to express themselves more
fluently as well as enrich their knowledge of the language.

To enhance the perceptual and visual appeal of the text for
the reader, the book provides many illustrative example sentences
with each expression. Other special features of the text include
explanation of the expressions in Chinese with English
translation, and a multitude of everyday dialogues which use the



expression. All these are helps to provide the reader with a
deeper impression and understanding of each expression. For the
convenience of self-study, example sentence is also written in
pinyin.

The compilers are teachers at the Chinese Language Center
for Foreigners at the Capital Normal University. In the process
of compiling the book, we received the enthusiastic support and
encouragement of our peers and our students. We would like to
express our heartfelt thanks to instructor Wu Jingmi for helping
us review and revise the English portions of the text.

Compilers
Beijing, August 1998
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