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Preface

Ever since the revival of philately in China, a continuous stream
of philatelic newspapers and journals were launched and established.
An editor with a keen eye certainly will not neglect any valuable
topics. After publishing several philatelic prose collections of Mr. Lin
Feikai, the editors of Shanghai Lexicographical Publishing House ex-
plored possible future projects with me. Without hesitation, 1 recom-
mended they publish the best of Mr. Dai Dingguo’s articles into a
book before all else. If any published newspapers or journals articles
are worth keeping for a long time, they are qualified to be published
in a book. I know that my own articles mainly are used as a guide
for senior philatelists who often have the habit of keeping original
journals for easy references. Thus it is not very important to publish
my book immediately. Mr. Dai’s readers corss a wide spectrum, from
philatelic lovers, to laymen who are new to philately, as well as
policy maker of stamp issue in the headquarters of Post Department.
Reading his articles always leave the reader with a sense of growth
and newfound wisdom. That is why his articles always attract so many
new readers.

The foundation of philately is the postal service. Issuing huge
quantities of stamps must be coupled with the advancement and
progress in the postal service. Philately has become a significant
source of postal income. On the other hand, letter mailing has de-
creased in popularity, as fast and cheap communication channels such

as telephone, fax and e-mails have become the preferred way of



communication for many people. The time of “A letter from home is
worth ten thousand pieces of gold” is over. Will postal service fade
away? Is philately facing possible extinction? Many stamp collectors
concern about these subjects. Stamp dealers need to adjust their plans
accordingly, and the headquarters of posial service wanis to get more
information on the postal service in the developed countries.

Mr. Dai Dingguo resides in the United States. His articles are
welcome by the readers for their timeliness in introducing interesting
philatelic stories, experiences of postal reform, policies of stamp is-
sue, background of new stamp designs in U.S. and many other
countries. These are few of the reasons why his articles are wildly
popular amongst many readers. Readers call his articles an open
window to the world for Chinese stamp collectors. Mr. Lin Feikai,
The famous philatelic writer, expressed his appreciation for Mr. Dai’s
article, stating the distinguishing features of Dai’s article are full and
accurate materials, fresh and insightful, greatly beneficial in bridging
both sides of the Pacific Ocean for education and exchange.

Dai Dingguo was bom in a philately family. His father was a
member of Xin-Guang(new light) Stamp Association, one of the three
famous stamp associations in the old China. During the early period
of Shanghai Philately Association, the requirements for the member-
ship were very strict. Everybody had to show a quality personal stamp
collection in order to be approved for membership. Both his father
and Mr. Dai himself were accepted as two of the earliest members,
as well as faithful readers and authors of “Shanghai Philately” edited
by me.

Every year “Shanghai Philately” conducted a poll to vote for Top

Ten Philately News out of about 40 candidates. Winners were
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awarded souvenirs if he picked at least 7 correct items. Such activi-
ties were not common during the 1980’s, so many stamp collectors
were eager to vote. Thousands of people were award souvenirs every
year, however, lhere was one person who picked all ten correct items
one year. According to the rules, there was no extra prizes, but his
name was remembered by all editors. That person with superb ob-
servation, analyze skills and judgment is Dai Dingguo.

It has been years since Mr. Dai deparied from Tong Ji Univer-
sity in Shanghai to engage in scientific research of quantum chemistry
in Arizona State University in U.S. One day I received his
manuscript from the U.S. There is always an intense tempo of work
and struggle for existence in the U.S. After publishing several aca-
demic thesis in first-rate international scientific journals and achieving
excellent results in his area of research, he picked up his hobby and
started collecting data and writing philately articles during his spare
time.

In the early part of the 1990, there was rapid development of
philatelic team in China. Both the new stamp issues and philatelic
activities were modeling after the experiences of developed countries.
I was convinced that Mr. Dai is very qualified to report and analyze
the situation of stamp and philately in U.S. correctly to readers in
China. 1 continued to give him topics of interest from our readers,
and he always did his best writing articles to meet expectations of
Chinese stamp collectors. Later he told me that he could write one
short article each night during weekdays, but for the Shanghai Phi-
lately articles, he would ofter spend an entire Saturday plus Sunday.
There was no readily available answer to any of my article topics. He

enjoys the challenge of solving problem with high degree of difficul-



ties.

I set up a special column for him in Shanghai Philately called
U.S. Air News. Over the next several years, since we mainly
communicate by e-mail, the column’s name was changed to The Net
News Overseas. Please take a quick glance at some of the topics in
his column: The Population of Stamp Collectors and the Stamp Market
in U.S., The U.S. Stamp Collectors with High Education and High
Income, The Top-Selling Stamps and Popularity Polls in U.S., The
Situation of U.S. Stamp Issues and Philately in Recent Years, etc.
He exerted great efforts in writing each article. Each weekend, he
takes up writing as his favorite pastime with the serious astuteness of
a nature scientist-meticulous, intelligent, and highly efficient. Many
readers benefit from reading his articles and I always have the privi-
lege of being the first one to enjoy them.

It is the 1" year of his column in Shanghai Philately now.
During this period he wrote many interesting and valuable philatelic
articles for Philately News, Wen Hui News, Xinmin Evening News,
China Philately News, China Post News, Zodiac Philately, etc. He
was awarded as an Excellent Philately Author by the monthly Phi-
lately, which has the most readers among all philately journals in the
world. In 1997 he started a special column called Stamp Field in
World Journal Weekly, which has the most circulation among all
Chinese newspapers and journals published in the U.S. and Canada.
His articles in this column have a wide influence on Chinese people
who live in the U.S. and Canada, for their substantial content and
lively writing style.

Scientists often stress efficiency in their work. To getting more

information, Mr. Dai joined the American Philatelic Society. He in-
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troduced Chinese philately to the U.S. and undertook the task of
linking up philatelic culture between both sides of the Pacific Ocean.
Soon his efforts were recognized by the United States Postal Service.
His name is on the USPS media list to receive advance postal news
on new releases and other media matters. He is the only Chinese
journalist invited to attend the semiannual United States Postal Ser-
vice / Philatelic Media Meetings, as well as to the unveiling ceremony
of new stamp designs each year.

Mr. Dai has made many positive contributions to the activities of
local Chinese societies since the time of Hong Kong returning to
China. In his philatelic articles we can also see his love, enthusiasm
and sincerity for China.

The articles in this book are selected by Mr. Dai. All of them
were published in philatelic newspapers and joumals in China or
U.S. in recent years. The author made the necessary additions and

deletions for some articles.
Shao Lin
January 2003
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