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PREFACE

Since the fifth century B. C. E., rhetoric has been a defining
element in the development of western culture. In the ensuing 2500
years, the discussions generated by the study of rhetoric have had a
direct impact on the western traditions of learning and governments.
Western rhetorical studies can be divided into several areas. The
classical period of rhetorical studies includes the study of the ancient
Greeks (sophists and Aristotle) and the Romans. Falling the decline
of the Roman republic and the rule of emperors, rhetoric became more
concerned with form than content; a phenomenon, which continued on
into the Middle Ages, Renaissance and Modern periods. It was not
until the dawning of the twentieth century that a revival of rhetoric
appeared in the Wesi. Although one can still find the influence of
Aristotle, thetorical scholars began to develop rhetorical theories with
contemporary perspectives. These 20" century rhetoricians offered
theories and ideas to investigate traditional studies of language and
public addresses, as well as inquiries into knowledge, aesthetics,
politics, ideology, and power.

On my recent visit to China I was pleased to meet Dr. Ke Xue
Wen of Guangxi University. It was my privilege to speak with him at
some length to discuss his work in producing this first Chinese
scholarly examination of western theoretical theory. Dr. Ke’s text

includes the great rhetorical thinkers of the twentieth century, who
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have had a profound influence on the evolution of rhetorical theory in
the United States and in Western Europe. I am excited that the ideas
of rhetorical scholars such as Richard Weaver, 1. A. Richards,
Stephen Toulmin, Kenneth Burke, and Michel Foucault will be
introduced to the students of Chinese universities. It is my belief that
by understanding the rhetorical theories of the West, Chinese students
will better understand the western‘ ways of thinking. Of equal
importance is Dr. Ke’s comparison of Chinese rhetoric with Western
thetorical thinking. Scholars and students in the West need to learn
Chinese rhetorical methods and theories in order to better understand
Chinese thinking.

As we enter the 21* century, citizens of the West and East need
to gain a better knowledge of each other. I can think of no better area
of academic studies than rhetoric to help bring about a mutual
understanding. Dr. Ke is to be applauded for his efforts in bringing

these western ideas to China.

Pred 7 et

Robert E. Frank
Morehead State University, USA
December 2, 2002
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