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1. Crossing the Sea

Pcople must live where there is water. They
must have water to drink.

A long time ago, people found that they
could also swim in the waten. They found that
they could move even faster in the water if they
made rafts and boats and used paddles.

So, when people built their settlements, they
built them near lakes, rivers and seas. They
could travel more easily from one place to another
by sea than they could by land.

At first, they did not travel great distances by
sea. Their boats were not very strong. They
tipped over?! easily in storms. So they sailed only
where they were not very far from land.

But people began to trade more and more
with each other. The people who lived in Europe
wanted things that came from India and China.
At first they went to India and China by land.
It was along, hard trip. It was very dangerous, too.

But travel by sea became safer. So people
began to think of getting to India and China by
sea. Why couldn’t they get there by sailing west
across the Atlantic Ocean? Perhaps it would

take less time.

1. tip over: Fiffl,



Christopher Columbus® was one of the men
who thought he could reach India by sailing west.
After 40 days at sea, he did reach land. But it
was not India. He had found America,

A few years later, people did reach India
and China by sea. The map shows the route
they took.

Thirty years later a sailing ship travelled
round the earth for the first time. The captain
of the ship was a man named Magellan®. On
the way he found a new ocean. He called it the

2. Christopher Columbus: TCEATE - B0 H (14517 ——
1506), PHBEFN, M5, 14924ERTLEM. 3. Magellan: 3
ﬁ{é(l%@?—lﬂl),é%j@ Ferdinand Magellan, HAET e,
RPN RILE MU e 5 TR D BT,
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Pacific Ocean. The word “pacific” means quiet,
and the new ocean was calm when he first saw
it.

Since the time of Columbus and Magellan,
men have built great ships that can travel very
fast. The ships of today do not have sails. They
get their power from coal, oil or the atom.

Men. have even built ships that can travel
under the sea. Such ships are called submarines.
Submarines with atomic power can stay under the
water for more than 80 days. They can travel
under the ice of the Arctic and Antarctic Oceans®.
They can travel round the world, under the sea,
without stopping.

from Oceans

Underline the correct ending for each of the
following sentences: , _
1. A long time ago, people found that they could
(a) swim faster in the water than the rafts
and boats could move.
(b) move faster on rafts and in boats than they
could swim.
(¢) move faster on rafts than in boats in the

water.

4. the Arctic and' Antarctic Oceans: LIk S5EIKEE,
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2. At first, people did not travel great distances
by sea because
(a) their boats were not strong enough,

(b) they feared that they might lose their
way.
(c) they could not store enough food.

3. At first, people in Europe didn’t like to travel
to India and China by land because
(a) they felt very lonely.

(b) they couldn’t take their families with
them, -
(¢) it was hard and dangerous.

4. Columbus believed that he could reach India
by sailing west, and after 40 days at sea he
reached
(a) America. (b) India. (c) China.

5. The first man who travelled round the world
by sea was
(2) Columbus. (b) Cook. (c) Magelian.

2. Columbus

It is hard to believe that a poor Italian boy who
had few lessons in school could find a new land
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three thousand miles from his home. Yet, the
world knows that the discovery of America was
made by Christopher Columbus.

Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy!, about
1450. He grew up by the sea. He spent most of
his time watching ships come in from distant places.
He loved to smell the sea air; he listened to the
music of waves rolling upon the shore. - And he
‘dreamed of one day sailing to far-away places in
his own ship.

His first voyage was on a ship that sailed
around the Mediterranean Sea and along the
.coasts of Europe and Africa. He drew maps of
the places he went to, and he began to wonder
-about the shape of the earth on which he lived.

Columbus had read the stories of Marco
Polo’s? travels to the East; he also believed great
tiches would be found there. But Polo, and men
after him, always travelled by land to reach the
East. “I’m sure a ship is faster, so I shall go to
the East by sailing West,” he decided. “Then I
can prove that the earth is really round !”

Living in Portugal® at the time, he told the
King of Portugal about his plan. But King John

1. Genoa, Italy: B-KFIOMIBECGET). 2. Marco Polos
WY (12547 —1324), BAFKFTE. 3. Portugal: %%y
*¥.
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1I* only laughed at him. “Silly man,” he said,
“don’t you know that the earth is flat? Why®,
you and your ships will fall off the edge® if you go
too far away from land.”

But Columbus did not give up. He studied
more books and maps. He asked for help from
England and France, for he had no money.
Then he. went to King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella of Spain’. It took many years to make
them understand, but at last they said yes to his
wild plan! -

On August 3, 1492, three small Spanish ships
——the Pinta, the Nina and the Santa Maria
out westward across the Atlantic Ocean. Colum-

set

bus was sure that land was quite near; his band of
about a hundred men was much less certain.

On and on they sailed® without any sight of
land. Days turned into weeks. The men be-
came very tired and angry with their captain.
They told Columbus to turn back because they
were afraid of never seeing Spain or any other land
again.

Over two months had passed when they

4. King John II: HELB . 5 why:int (EREF.
RSN B 6. fall off the edge: MH EHETFH, - 7
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain: F¥EF 3l iE
FEFEWPETER. 8. on and on they sailed: fHf14kE:A ML
BT,
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mnoticed birds flying over their heads. A few days
later, on October 12, someone saw land! The
ships stopped at an island which Columbus named
San Salvador®. Then they went farther and
found the islands of Cuba and Haitil®.

The men expected to find gold and rich
treasures, but instead they saw beautiful green
Jand and poor people with dark skins and painted
faces. Columbus called them Indians, because
~ he thought he had discovered the islands east of
India. But India was really thousands of miles
away.

Columbus returned to Spain with good news.
He reported all that he had seen, and promised to
bring back riches to the king and queen.

He sailed west three more times, discovering
the itlands of Puerto Rico and Jamaica'*. He
also reached the coast of South America. But
in all his travels Christopher Columbus never
found the rich cities of China that Marco Polo
described. He died a poor man'® in 1506, not
knowing that he had discovered the New World
of the West.

from Thirty Short Stories

9. San Salvador: % - BE/RE £, 10. Cuba and Hajti: #%
BE#H, 11. Puerto Rico and Jamaica: 2% & 5F T,
12. He died a poor man: fIFEiFR LT,



Are these statements true or false, according to

the passage ?

1.

The discovery of America was made by Colum-
bus, a rich Italian young man who had gradu-

ated from a well-known college.

. Columbus dreamed of sailing to far-away
.places one day because he grew up by the sea

and loved the sea.

Having read the stories of Marco Polo’s travels
to the East by land, Columbus decided to
reach the East by travelling West by sea to
prove that the earth was round.

The King of Portugal thought that Columbus
was silly to make such a wild plan, but he
granted him a sum of money for his journey.
On their first voyage, his crew was as sure
as Columbus that land was quite near and they
could find gold and rich treasures.

After more than two months, they reached
some of the islands east of India and called
the local people Indians.

Though he did not find the rich cities of
China that Marco Polo described, Columbus
found America.

Though he died a poor man, Columbus felt
quite contented because he knew he had
discovered the New World of the West.

LIS )



3. The Men Before Columbus

Dawn broke on the west coast of Iceland® shortly
after midnight. TFhere was no true darkness,
since 1t was spring, when the northern days are
long.  The year was 981.

In a small bay along Breida Fjord?, a ship lay
at anchor®. It was a double-ended craft, graceful
as a canoe though néar]y 80 feet long. From its
bow a short, heavyset Viking* with a thick red
beard searched the waters for unfriendly ships.
“Nothing moves,” he said in his deep voice. “No

‘clouds tell of® storms to come. The course we
steer will be straight ‘and true.”

The Viking was Erik Rauda® better known
as Erik the Red’. He was the first of the “men

befor= Columbus.”

To Raid

Not Explore

On this voyage Erik was not looking for new
lands. And he did not set out into the totally
unknown®. Even at that early date, land west of

1. Iceland: VK& (BR#), 2. Breida Fjord: THEEREEQK
). 3. lay at anchor: $i${3)3, 4. Viking: (N\ETHE
B L N DAL T WM A, 5. tell of: 3%
BH, %M, 6. Erik Rauda: A%, 7. Erik the Red: 4T
BEXR (Erik @94158), 8. the twtally unknown: A& BIFH
B2
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Iccland®, what we call Greenland®, had been
explored. And people called Westmann\l, whom
the Norse'? had driven out of Iceland, had settled
along its southwestern inlets. So when Erik
sailed out of Breida Fjord, he knew where he was
going and what he expected to find. He was
looking, not for new lands, but for Westmanni
settlements to raid.

The crossing to Greenland was an easy
matter. But the Westmanni whom Erik expected
to find near the southwestern tip were gone.
-Only their rotting sod houses remained. Erik
waited out!?® the long winter, then set out in the
-spring again in search of the vanished Westmanni.
He figured they had made a new settlement——
and he and his Vikings would find it.

Making use of the long days, Erik worked
-his way up'* along the west coast of Greenland.
‘Some 500 miles north of what is now Cape Fare-
well he reached a giant mountain standing with
its feet in the sea’®. The Vikings used the moun-

tain as an observation tower. To the north they

9. land west of Iceland: JKFFE K FiH. 10. Greenlands:
WBEE2(8), 11, Westmanni: HEE2BA,. 12, the Norse:
BER AT MBA. 13 wait out: &F..4H, 14
work his way up: BIXEHF LT, 15. Some 500 miles-- in
the sea: METTERIBRIRTBRALLILL500m AR K — 2Rl B (14
Wik, what is now H#ENIE; Cape Farewell £ 4135 of
HIEIE, : s
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