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Congratulations on your publishing of the Voice of Ameri-
ca’s radio series Today in History. The Voice of America is
happy to cooperate with Henan Radio and China Translation
and Publishing Corporotion to release in two volumes these
popular English-language programs. I hope these books and the
accompanying audio materials will help Chinese students to un-
derstand America and to advance communication between our
peoples.

David Jackson
Director of VOA
November 18, 2004
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January First

On January First, 1862, a federal law went into effect that
changed the face of the American West. The Homestead Act
offered a plot of sixty-five hectares to anyone willing to settle
and farm the land. Individuals could gain free ownership of a
parcel after living on it and farming it for five years. Or they
could purchase the property for 240 dollars after six months.
Historians say-the Homestead Act — and modifications passed
by subsequent Congresses — contributed to the growing
strength of the United States by opening the West and encour-
aging land ownership. However, it also attracted thousands of
settlers unprepared for the rigors of the largely arid West. As a
result some farmers and their families lost their life savings,
and others suffered severe hardship and even starvation.

* * * * *

On January First, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued
the Emancipation Proclamation, one of the most significant
documents in American history. The Proclamation called for
the freedom of all slaves within the states that were then in re-
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bellion against the Union. Perhaps the most important effect of
the Emancipation Proclamation was to expand the purpose of
the American Civil War. The document made it clear that the
war was fought not just to restore the old Union, but also to de-
stroy the institution of slavery. According to one interpreta-
tion, the Emancipation Proclamation meant that the Union
Army became an army of liberation when it successfully invad-
ed the South and destroyed Confederate military power.
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January Second

On January Second, 1960, Massachusetts Senator John F.
Kennedy announced his candidacy for the Democratic Party’s
presidential nomination in the 1960 election. The candidate
said the next president would have to make critical decisions in-
cluding how to end the nuclear arms race, how to maintain
freedom and order in newly emerging nations, and how to im-
prove American science and education. Kennedy then addressed
criticism that at age forty-two he was too young and inexperi-
enced for the presidency:

“In the last twenty years I have traveled to nearly every
country and every continent — from Leningrad to Saigon —
from Bucharest to Lima. From all of this I have developed an
image of America as fulfilling a noble and historic role as the
defender of freedom in a time of maximum peril ... and of the
American people as confident, courageous and persevering. It
is with this image that I begin this campaign.”

* * * * *

On January Second, 1788, the former British colony of
Georgia, in the American South, voted to ratify the U-S Con-
stitution, becoming the fourth state in the United States. Geor-
gia was named after England’s King George the Second. The
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first Europeans to settle in Georgia arrived in 1733. That was
when a group of British debtors led by English philanthropist
James Oglethorpe traveled up the Savannah River and estab-
lished Georgia’s first permanent settlement — the town of Sa-
vannah. The state capital and largest city in Georgia is Atlanta,
which today is an important economic center of what is some-
times called the “New South.”
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January Third

On January Third, 1961, the United States severed diplo-
matic relations with Cuba. The Cuban government of Fidel
Castro had been directing charges and insults at the United
States for about a year. U-S embassy employees in Havana had
been systematically harassed. Fidel Castro frequently accused
the United States of secretly subverting his Communist govern-
ment. The event that finally ruptured relations came on Jan-
uary Third, 1961, when Castro demanded that the U-S embassy
staff in Havana be reduced to eleven persons within forty-eight
hours.

President Dwight Eisenhower responded to the Cuban de-
mand by saying, “There is a limit to what the United States, in
self-respect, can endure. That limit has now been reached.”

¥* * ¥ * *

On January Third, 1959, the Territory of Alaska became
the forty-ninth state of the United States. President Dwight
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Eisenhower signed the statehood proclamation as well as an ex-
ecutive order setting a new design of forty-nine stars for the
American flag. Alaska had been known as “Russian America”
until it was purchased from Russia by the United States in 1867.
Containing more than one-and-one-half-million square kilome-
ters, Alaska is one-fifth the size of the continental United
States. Vast amounts of oil and natural gas have already been
mined from underground lakes in Alaska, and still greater re-
serves are believed to be under land set aside as wilderness.
Alaska also holds mineral wealth beyond imagination. But fed-
eral environmental regulations and wilderness preservation laws
limit oil and mineral extraction. They are also designed to pre-
serve wilderness and wildlife for future generations.
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January Fourth

On January Fourth, 1789, machinist Samuel Slater slipped
out of England, bound for the United States. This date would
prove to be pivotal for the American textile industry. At the
time, it was illegal for mechanics trained to work in English
textile mills to leave the country, because Britain wanted to
keep the designs of its mechanized mills secret. But Slater
broke the law and managed to get out of England. In one of the
first recorded examples of industrial espionage, after he arrived
in the United States he drew on his memory and re-created the
complex machinery of the cotton mill where he had worked.
Eleven months later, Slater opened the first cotton cording and
spindle mill in the United States at Pawtucket, Rhode Island.
Thus, the man who broke English law is credited with estab-
lishing the modern textile industry in the United States.

* * * * *

On January Fourth, 1821, Sister Elizabeth Seton died.
More than one-hundred-fifty years later, she became the first
7



native-born North Ame . ican to be canonized by the Roman
Catholic Church. Born into an Episcopalian family in 1774,
Ms. Seton converted to Catholicism in 1805 after the death of
her husband. Her first call as a Roman Catholic was to help es-
tablish schools for girls in Baltimore, Maryland. Her efforts set
the pattern for parochial schools throughout the United States.
In 1808, she moved to Emmitsburg, Maryland, to help estab-
lish a congregation of nuns as a branch of the Daughters of
Charity. Mother Seton and her followers devoted themselves to
the care of the sick and the poor. In 1975, Pope Paul the Sixth
declared Mother Seton a saint. At a service at Saint Peter’s
Square in Vatican City, the pope praised her “personal and ex-
traordinary contribution as a woman, a wife, a mother and a

religious leader.”
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January Fifth

On January Fifth, 1914, the Ford Motor Company an-
nounced an unprecedented step: It more than doubled the
wages of many of its workers. Those Ford workers who were
deemed worthy of a raise went from earning two dollars and
twenty cents a day to five dollars a day. The step was viewed by
some as clear evidence of the cost advantages of Henry Ford’s
assembly-line method of making automobiles. The system pro-
duced more cars, faster and at less cost than previous methods.
The pay raise put more money into the pockets of Ford employ-
ees and enabled them to purchase the very cars they had built —
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Ford’s inexpensive Model “T”. Some cynical observers suggest-
ed that the pay raise also was an attempt to create a more docile
work force that would be unlikely to resist work speedups or

join labor unions.

* * ¥* * *

On January Fifth, 1925, Nellie Tayloe Ross was sworl in
as the governor of the State of Wyoming, thus becoming the
first woman governor in the United States. Ms. Ross was the
widow of Governor William Ross, who had died in office. She
was elected to fill his unexpired term. Ms. Ross was still wear-
ing mourning clothes when she took the oath of office in the
Senate chamber of the state capitol in Cheyenne. It was fitting
that Wyoming should have the first woman governor, and it
was fitting that the oath was administered by state Chief Justice
C-N Potter. Wyoming was the first territory and then the first
state to permanently grant women the right to vote and hold of-
fice. And it was Chief Justice Potter who, thirty-five years ear-
lier, had drafted the state constitutional clause that gave wom-

en equal political rights.
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