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THE TREASURED SCRO LLS OF CALLIGRAPHY OF BUDDHIST MASTER HONGY

e

% a

' ;

H

j |

] E B

3 i i

' : i i

ﬁ B

' .
i <
s L

G & e
=

W R N el
PR FRFREIS A KN

SR BRE NGRS BEM

([

o

5%&»»@&&*&&#%

R

XY : "ShA—iEIMmLEZE"

The Museum in Memory of Buddhist master Hongyi which is inscribed by Liu Haili







==L 7
afk B

The inscription of Zhuang Junyuang, calligrapher
in the Qing Dynasty
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Inscription of Zhang Ruitu, the famous
calligrapher in the Ming Dynasty
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Painted by Li Geng in the modern times
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Engraving Tri-pitaka, the 14th year of the reign of Emperor C
Ming Dynasty (1641 AD) -
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The Wood Version of Amitabha Buddha in the 12 year of
Zhiyuan in the Yuan Dynasty Yihai (1275 AD)
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Saddharmapundarika Sutra written by Monk Ruzhao with his own
blood in the 22™ year of Zhiyuan in the Yuan Dynasty (1285 AD)
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Preface

Quanzhou has long been titled “Zoulu on tﬁe beach”, a place which has nurtured numerous famous people in the
history. The people there have simple and honest characteristics and the lot brings Buddha before them. In its history,
eminent Buddhists came forth in large numbers and the Buddhist monuments stand as forest. That’s why it enjoys the
reputation of “Buddhist World of the South Quanzhou™. Zhuxi in the Song Dynasty wrote an antithetical couplet for the
Quanzhou Kaiyuan Temple. It says, “In the past the place was called Buddhist World, and there are saints everywhere
in the streets.” Of course, he was not exaggerating.

The Shuo Temple was first built in the 2™ year of Chuigong in the Tang Dynasty, which has a history of over 1300
years up to now. Although it has gone through the test of thousand years’ wind and rain, the imposing ancient temple is
still magnificent and splendid. The outstanding point is that this temple is the sole in Min, which is not only the major
Buddhist temple throughout the region of Han nationality in the whole country but also the major historical and cultural
site under state protection. It is the starting point of the Silk Road in the sea, the symbol of the famed historical and
cultural city --- Quanzhou, the important town of Buddhism nationwide and it is also the pride of Fujian province.

Daoyuan, Master of the Law in the Supervisory Court in the Kaiyuan Temple, had ever gone to distant Brazil to
carry forward Buddhism. All the people praised his eloquent speech. In order to avoid the decline of the ancient temple,
kindheartedness and noble ambition had been inspired to make the temple flourish. In recent years, hardship was
shared by all sectors, which were in charge of the renovation of every hall and palace. Within several years, the solemn
and magnificent temple showed its shining appearance. In addition, the Master of the Law conveyed the tenet of
respecting the aged and built the Sanatorium of Buddhism in the temple. Devoted to carrying forward Buddhism and
building the Quanzhou Buddhist Museum in the Zhunti Temple, he is highly praised for his foresight and sagacity.

Before long, he set about proofreading the History of Wenlin Kaiyuan Temple, written by the eminent monk ---
Yuanxian Dade during the year of Chongzhen in the Qing Dynasty. He also read the Utterance Records of the Quanzhou
Kaiyuan Temple, which was written by the monk Weilin in the Qing Dynasty. Both of the books are precious historical
documents of the temple. It is the descendants’ responsibility to continue the writing and proofreading of the history of
the temple. But it is regret that there have been few people to do the job during the part 300 years.

It is a real joy to be informed that Daoyuan, the Master of the Law, shows much concern on the documents of the
history of the temple and has published such a picture album. Its comprehensive contents. elegant decorations and
elaborate edition can be seen at thg first glance and are beyond the description of words. Within the eyesight, the
floating purple cloud, the Buddhist world of mulberry and lotus and the Nectar Abstinence Altar all betoken the prosperity

of Buddhism.

\ The Editor

September, 1999 in Quanzhou Kaiyuan Temple in Fujian Province
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