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Z Chapter One Fencing (H8l) %

Chapter One Fencing (4 £!)

1 History (J558)

Fencing’s history goes right back to
the days when swords and armour were
4 the principal equipment for warfare.
XA EomE T e WEI sl
FYE B MRS .

As a sport, fencing can trace its
_ history back hundreds of years before the
" birth of Christ, but it wasn’t until
gunpowder made armour (and therefore
5% large swords) redundant that it really took
off as a sport.
YER—Tiz s, ﬂiﬂﬁ@ﬂiﬂ?ﬁiﬁﬁl%ﬁtﬂﬂiﬁﬁ%ﬂ
B, EEBAGHNAGEE GFEKS) BEELTH,
T84 BN —TUE S i 0GE .

In fact, during the Renaissance period in Europe (14th~16th
centuries) fencing was treated more like art than sport. Masters
perfected techniques they then passed on to their chosen
successors.

SEhr L, FERRMESCE BN (14~16 HH42), Ho15H
RIS ER MR RBLR—F LR, SIRKI S0
BRI HAL A BRI

Think of fencing and you think of Errol Flynn, the

1
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swordfighting hero of dozens of films in the 1930s and 1940s,
including The Adventures of Robin Hood and Captain Blood.
WAES, ATRBRT - kB, XHASITIA%
HEH BAES-3K 20 tHAE 30~40 FRAMBFHRE S, HPalE
(FRIUBRKIZY M (ERZm).

But how many people would associate fencing with the
~ Olympics? Perhaps they should, as fencing is one of only four
sports to have featured at every Games in the modern era.
BEZLASELSIRRESERER? WiFbiIA R
ZHEBRFER, BRE 4 MEshHAEIRNEERES
E, HEREHPZ—,

In modern fencing, the aim is to strike the opponent. An
electronic system records hits and keeps score.

AT, LRBPYRGPNFE, —FHRTREST
Fib PR BB R BN

Fencing’s three disciplines, although appearing similar on
the surface, are quite different.

d I HERRY 3 I B R EREE RN, sLbr LA RAH
K ﬁo

The foil is the modern version of the duelling rapier. It has a
flexible rectangular blade about 90 centimetres long. In the foil
competition, hits must be scored with the tip of the blade, and the
target area is the opponent’s torso.

HHRIURKBL KRS, SITIHKFE, S15ERK, K
2590 K. FEAESIMILIES, DARSISRIANFA B,
T B BAR XA F R FEAL
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In the epee, the sword is of similar length to the foil, but is
heavier and less flexible. It also requires hits to be registered with
the tip of the blade, but in epee the entire body is a valid target.

BRI KESESIRD, HFEEBOEIPARE. BH
ERSIRRIEN FA LS, BESNARBRXKERMNFH
25,

The sabre is the modern equivalent of the slashing cavalry
sword. It is of similar length and weight to the foil, but is
designed as a cutting weapon as well as a point-thrusting weapon.

IR SHERFERANS SRR, EHKENE
BEESIRA, HESEITR—F R B AT SRS,

Legitimate hits can be registered on an opponent’s body
from the hips to the top of the head. This ruling is designed to
simulate the target area for a mounted cavalry soldier.

X F BB TR AN S A RIS, X
— R RARE G 5 S Bt TR A B AR KR

Fencing has given the Games some of its greatest performers.
Hungary’s Aladar Gerevich is a case in point.
Rz olasifRl —#HtRREN®F, &7 FagFTH
- B/REAREER —RHBT.

He won seven gold medals in the individual and team sabre
events over the course of six consecutive Olympic campaigns -
the longest medal-winning career of any athlete in any sport.

FEELE 6 EILEMEIT B RN ASED, B
o7 HER, AR BNTAZHR S, NS LR
CRNEIES 3
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Another fencing great was the Italian Edoardo Mangiarotti,
who won a total of 13 fencing medals.

A—NHERHEZESHREEAFNERENE - EmF
¥, BB T 13 BEiaIR.

An interesting character, Mangiarotti was naturally
right-handed but was forced by his father to fence with his left
hand as it was thought to be an advantage.

FROE, SMPEXERAAT, BHFRAMBUT
EFES, BAATTANEFHOR TR

Fencing has also given Games folklore one of its more
bizarre tales. In 1924 a genuine duel resulted from a disagreement
between a Hungarian judge and an Italian fencer. Months later the
two fought a duel which ended only when spectators separated the
two men, both of whom had sustained serious injuries.

HEMAIERRSHERME T — MY T RS E.
1924 4, —IBEKRAESIETF N —Z AT FRH X ETR,
FEFATIANRABERI T —REERNI}, SEMREEHA
SFFEE, WAZESZELS.

Despite the use of safety equipment, the sport also has its
dangerous side. At the 1982 World Championships, Soviet
competitor Vladimir Smirnov died after his opponent’s sword
pierced his mask. These days safety standards have been
improved to the point where such a tragedy is considered virtually
impossible.

REMER T RLEE, WIGEMA AR KN — . 75 1982
FRHRLORREL, FBREFRAEKER « PokRiER
BRI FRSINFEESIE L. AR, EONEDREE,

4
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ATAHEDAERLP AT R A .

One equipment innovation introduced ahead of the Sydney
Games is the advent of clear masks, introduced to increase the
sport’s appeal to television audiences. In the past, no emotion has
been visible from behind the mesh of competitors’ masks.

9 T INTLE SR AR RIS ), B BRIEEZHT
SIAT—IREEFIRATHEWER. £d%, BE@REZ
M, BABIHIEEFHRE.

But the fencers themselves have found the new masks
somewhat disconcerting. It seems the ability to see the opponent’s
eyes makes the contest that much more personal.

HESET B CHRILXFF X E AR EE LS AR
BIFEAE, REBEEDXFHIURME LREBLFERSA
&l BB 3 o

2 Rules and Format (A0 01 2 3£ 55 22 HE)

Rules (1)

Fencing bouts take place between two competitors trying to
score hits on one another while remaining within a playing zone,
called a piste.

HRILTES, WEASHETFRAN P FES, EEFHR
BAREEEEHRNY “HHE” MHRREA.

The piste is 14 m long and 1.5 m wide with side the rear
lines. There is a warning line two metres in from each rear line.

HEIEK 14K, 15K, FALRERE, SRREM
N2 K4k, BAE—-REER.
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There is also a centre line and two on guard lines. The on
guard lines are set two metres either side of the centre line.

EBRAH—FPRMBPRE DL, B DRREFRFLE
2 K4t

Before each bout, fencers must salute one another, the
referee and the audience by holding the sword’s guard to the chin.

BRLFI I, SRRTLIHEEHPFR/FEFDITHA,
EEXT T B RRRITILBE -

. Fencers begin the bout at their respective on guard line and-
return to it after each hit. At the on guard line, fencers stand with
one foot in front of the other pointing their sword at the opponent
with the free arm tucked behind them.

TR TRt HEIFAE BB DAL FTEEX . 8
—REFXNFE, FEEBIAL, HEIF—HERT—HEEY
DAL, SIFRENTF, RENTFEHERE.

Each bout is contested over three three-minute periods. The
bout ends before this time limit is one fencer scores 15 points.

B—-GWHRL 3T, B304, BR —&H8TF0E
EMEM HLRNBRZATTHAE 15 4, HRMTLERE,

If the time limit expires before either fencer has registered 15
points, the fencer with the most points is the winner.

MRAEM—B HEI TR 15 F 2R HRHED R, B9 &%
BT SITF R

If the score is tied after nine minutes, one minute of
sudden-death extra time is added.
1E 9 PP BT R N4y, BSMEIN 1 A8hRZRFET-

6
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B TE] o

Lots are drawn before the extra minute begins to determine a
winner in the event that neither fencer scores.

TEMNFEFF R AT, MEREEMESFEL, gk
B

To score, a fencer must hit the opponent in a valid target area.
These areas vary according to the different disciplines.

AT, B8 FRAE PN FRNARERRE, RER
RIS BT, XX HA BT AR

Weapons and the target areas of each fencer’s body are wired
s0 a hit is automatically registered and a light flashes to indicate a
point has been scored.

BEAGEITFHHRASIMAECH K EEERE, U
F—REPHLBEASCRIE | DTFRINEERE 1 4.

In foil and sabre, only the attacking fencer can score a point,
but in the epee, either fencer can score a point at any given time.

EESIMRSIE LD, RABRMGSITRE4, He
EIHSEP, DB &) F A 2 TR B p9 484 .

Both fencers score a point in the epee if they each hit the
other within 0.04 of a second of one another (a double hit).

FEESLSED, MR Xy BN EZ7E 0.04 B
B, BAZR 15 (—KWE).

The bout restarts from the on guard line after each successful
hit,
BRI KRBT PZE, LM TR EFHLRS.
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Fencers are not allowed to switch hands during competition.

HEIFE LT AR R RTF.

Injured athletes are allowed 10 minutes to recover, if not
they must withdraw. No such provision is available for cramp.

BIRZGR, A 10 KR E, BIRAEIKE RN,
WIEFEHLFE, HEAR TR GBHEEZS.

If a stoppage occurs, the bout continues from the same place,
unless a one-metre penalty is given — this moves the action a
metre towards the transgressor’s end. _

RN, BRIERE “—KHI”, BEELAENS
T 1K, BN S P WRTR— A B4R 81T

If a fencer puts both feet behind the rear of the piste, the
opponent is awarded a point.

IR — A LS TFOELR B LS S0sh, WFER 14

A point is also awarded if, after being warmed by way of a
yellow card, a competitor commits a serious offence.

MR—ZSHBETERAER SRS, WFErEn 1
7

These vary from discipline to discipline but include a
running attack in sabre (a fleche), body contact (corps-a-corps) in
foil and sabre and violent jostling (also corps-a-corps) in epee.

XEEHMREAN R LT E MR AR, EMS gt
BEBhHETL . TEESIFHR S e PEet R A B P Be e B B LLFR
RAEBNRST N T,

Turning the back on the opponent, illegally hitting the piste



