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Preface

This textbook is specially prepared for the beginners who are to
learn Chinese as a second language. To lay a sound foundation for
further study, particular emphasis is laid on “Listen and Speak”,
while consideration is also given to teaching a number of Chinese
characters.

This book contains 25 lessons. Lesson 1 — 6 deal with the Chi-
nese phonetics and, in addition, some everyday expressions, class-
room expressions and over a hundred words. The latter nineteen
lessons are mainly short texts. Students are expected, after finishing
the book, to be ablée to master the basic Chinese grammar and more
than 500 most frequently — used words (not including the words and
phrases in “Dialogue” and “Reading/Listening Material” and the
supplementary words and phrases). Each lesson consists of the fol-
lowing parts: new words, a short text, sentence patterns, exercises
for different purposes, dialogue, reading/listening material and an-
notation. The tempo of learning phonetics is one lesson one day,
whereas for short texts, three lessons each week. The whole course
(tests and exams included) is designed to be finished in about 8
weeks, with 20 teaching hours per week.

All the lessons in this textbook proceed step by step in an order-
ly way. Attention has been paid to the following principles:

1. Practicality. Because the object of learning a language is to
use it, thus the learning environment is of great importance. The
short texts in this book draw on what is useful from local resources

< 3.



such as daily life, study, visits and sightseeing.

2. Direct Method. In order to train the students to “think in
Chinese”, pictures, questions and answers are used to help the stu-
dents understand the texts. The new words and annotation of each
text, and the short sentences in the lessons of phonetics have been
translated into English and Japanese. Also, the English and
Japanese translations of the texts are appended to help those who
study on their own with correct understanding.

3. Selectability. In consideration of the variousness of the stu-
dents’ needs, a variety of teaching materials is included for reader’s
choice. For instance, some students may need only to learn “Listen
and Speak” while some else may want to learn some Chinese charac-
ters as well. There are both Chinese characters and the phonetic
transcription in this textbook. The fifth part of each lesson can be
used for either reading comprehension or listening comprehension. A
large amount of exercises are arranged at teacher’s disposal.

Inadequacies might exist in this textbook owing to our limits.
Any criticisms readers can make on them will be greatly appreciated.

The Compiler
1982
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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION

As the revised edition of this textbook will soon go to press, I
am most grateful for the contributions made by my colleagues who
have participated in compiling it, and to those teachers who have
used it in their teaching career resumed. East China Normal Univer-
sity resumed offering Chinese Language Program to foreign students
in 1980 and I was assigned to be responsible for the compilation of a
new textbook. As the work went along, when ever one or two
lessons were written they had to be put into use because the demand
of the textbook was so pressing. The first draft of the text was
worked out by Lin Minghua, Wang Shouming and I. I examined it
and added the parts of Sentence Pattern, Exercises, Conversation,
Reading Material and Notes of Grammar to the text. Wang Yong
transfated the textbook into English and Lu Liudi did the Japanese
translation. Since then comments and suggestions were fed back con-
stantly and in 1983 it was finally published by the East China Nor-
mal University Press.

Four years after its first publication, I revised it in accordance
with the valuable suggestions from different quarters in the winter of
1987. Situational and functional drills for practical communication
were especially added to the part of Conversation. For teacher’s
convenience, reading and listening materials have been supplemented
with exercises for assessment of reading and listening comprehen-
sion. To save space, both the part of Learn and Read Chinese
Characters and the original appendix English and Japanese Trans-
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lations of Text have been omitted.

This year we got the manuscript revised once again with com-
puter typesetting. Some modifications appropriate for teaching and
learning are made to update this textbook. It has now an increased
vocabulary of more than 900 word, not including the supplementary
ones after some texts or in the parts of Conversation and Reading
Material. One needs about six months to one year to complete this
textbook.

I wish to thank the East China Normal University Press and
the ECNU Center for Teaching and Research of Chinese Language
as Second Language for the support they granted me for the revision
of this textbook. The help of all my colleagues from sbroad or at
home was also invaluable. I was responsible for the revision of this
book, Mr. Cai Weilian translated it into English, the Japanese trans-
lation was done by Mr. Lu Liudi, Ms. Weng Peijun and Mr. Hu
Haidong.

Chen Suining
May 1997
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(Z) B} Initials ¥5
blp] plp'] mlm] {[f]
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(=Z)$FE Combinations of Initials and Finals FEENK Y X F

A B alole|i|u|ai]ei|ao]ou

b ba | bo bi | bu [ bai| bei { bao
pa | po Pi | pu | pai | pei|pao| pou
m ma| mo | me | mi [ mu|mai| mei{mao|mou
f fa | fo fu fei fou
d da de | di | du | dai| dei |dao| dou
1 ta te | ti [ tu] tai tao | tou
n na ne | ni | nujnailnelnao|nou
! la lej i _Iu lai | lei | lao | lou
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