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PREFACE
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20 42 90 AEARLAE, BB R BF—hik, FHEEARLKIL. BARALEBRML, &
BHAT WAL, XA B, FAREREGLHBER MR, BIESEEIMNEE T
FEHL, FEELERTE, B BN E BN RIES RN - SESH, B
BIAT, ZERIMETFEFROFEER, FRENRE: —/Bifi5 RAOFELR, &S
EEE | A EHRITEE S EHSEATE, MBEOLSE AR ZRFEEMRER (B
GRE. TOEFL, LIJ IELTS) Fi¥iEfEENS, RMBRAERN “KEHEEN, 5%
B “HEEE LN ALLR RGN —REESENE, B, EEA “FE4R" (TOEFL)
2k, FERGAESE, BN THESHESANAE ., EEMRKFELERIF LG “H
E” (IELTS) %iX, —HBEMKIESEEDH, EHBCHETRAETEEERPH—TAA
RENEESN, FAFHLE X —ZRELEH AL AN —A B ERE, BREA
MR, JEAER, “EEPIIEASZR” (GRE) haRKH NS e DERITFM G AT
B E, it sy SiE” (Analytical Writing) HISIA, EAFHEREMEER AR
Tt 3 E BV R o e BRI R BE K E

REESESEEEMR BN, HHREEESERFERRE, M 20t
50 90 AL AT A, BATR— A REEXHFEMARLIE. Fitkalk, FA1LF0E
me B IR AR, FFR T —A ik, Berlt. FHRAHEESHEINEERSE. CHB7
(RD)— X% 5% A Bk A4 (Research Development Made Easy —A Computer-
based Design System for Academic Writing) A&, HIZ#A BEXAINGEEHEAZ—,
KL T “HepBUR” MEFER, RET “BREY NEEEM. VEAXA RGN R
. BEHEHNEL, E4 SFRF P — BRI LE L, B HEIRIR “BRT
SR AR . BPRBAMEAINEE, MERKEES T REFBE, PP,
Hix— “AEHBE, WE-FHEE REBE B0, HTTITHE CHIAN AN, BEETR
SR e RNEREE, —KRER, B% “FARMA” (first intimate contact with
research) FIHR%, BT “HI%>]” (autonomous learning) FIE %, BE “BXBE"
(thesis writing) R, K3 “#AR61%" (scholastic creativity) f1EHY,

X b EEE hHEIE S, SYREELRSENFE, mTthiE “ERBE
(thinking globally) 5 “ZEi473)” (actinglocally) Z[AISEHR, HRIIFIXHME, HR
“2pElEY T, AR P RIE BN R — MR BT XA RSN ERET R
d, BATAIRE, B iESHARMA, HAFEXAERRAITTR EHE, AT —
Fh BB T B2 BAMBEEL, RET —HERLNERNE, TMEABTHRRRN
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RIEE SRS, FhA B TR AR, KERH RS b E S A2 AR EES K
F, EREEDIRE, “BR" REAKHUE, I M XE-HEASLE, SEERND
(B EIEFES] . Hik R, BAMA TR, SBIBRERRA . BRBHES . 51k
SCRERIEEY, AMmAE B TREIEA B Mgt B b — 4 A Sk I3 AU a) i,
et LB PR (A, BAE “BE” REZEHF RS RS, BdESHEARSEAR
LR IE S, EEBEAFEAFERLE, SIATLATHLE, BIFMER T “AILR
%~ (man-machine communication) 3 fEHfE B0 (interactive interface) [,
AW “BFILFARERE (digital academic writing) KAV EE, B@TE, “BE”
FARBIENGRSE, AL FEIFE: ‘

1.

FEAABHFEANEES, EHT -RFB T, KB RT “miBg”
(knowledge accumulation) F1 “Bl#i &k B” (creativity development) 7 |6l
&

FERIRHERRMRE |, RAT “REFWEL” (highlight thematic points) F
“BATHHRELZR” (establish relevant factors) FRER:,

“FRUEAT RN “MHRERERT AR, SIAT RS RPIIAIELE], F15A
AEHEM RN SGES BN R A TN SN o0 2l L83 T4—.
BRI IAGEHENE F, 5IAT “ME X" (deconstructionism) )
A, BhfE, stRRMT “¥Z 3% (an onion-peeling model) #5X, f#
R T FERBXENEYLHBE 7, anfal KB Rl S E R RIS,
AEXAEBRALHE |, RIERINE “BR Wik — "B O A Rk
%% (Electronic Abstract Made Easy — A Question-driven & Mirror-image
Simulating Framework for Abstract Generation) F% }5iEfIRIh 2L, 4kaeiy
AT “InAIRzh”" (aquestion-driven model) i “E%{§#41” (a mirror-image
simulating model) FEFCAAE R, ARBAR T2REIESELRPIEE
RHER . RESHRHE, BaLHE, URESREIEL HmMAE,
RO 5SEASENZGRIS RS, 5IAT “4&iAa” (socio-cognition) HY
Hit, THNETR RGN H &, B TFHBEIED, rILSISBEEERK
B “HAEE MR, DR BEBR REXE-SRAANBEEES, R
SrHbRRG TR FILFARSEINZGE RS, AREI “S%5E” (apprenticeship)
R,

FEXAA RIS, FB T —F “BFS/E" (digital writing) R, &
BHPEIE TIES B E, 5 T EESN LIERE, ERTRASIERATRE,
fE BT “HIE B 5 R L 815)%” (A Key-word Database for the Teaching
of English Writing & Research) RItE, “B18" REEARFKIRA T —Fh3Ck
FORHCFR AN R 5 iR F 5 TR 55 48/,
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Introduction To The RD System

2E TN

PREVIEW

AANA

For a long time, instructors and practitioners in dif-
ferent fields have been bitterly bothered by a rather
challenging issue concerning efficiency in research and de-
velopment training. A question repeatedly raised in this
situation is: Is it possible to make research development and
academic writing less demanding jobs for a novice researcher?
After a lengthy pursuit in this direction, one thing has
gradually become clear; that is, while answers are many,
problems are more (cf. Bell et al., 2002). As time goes on, our
conceptualization about research training has been sharp-
ened. A new dilemma is emerging: How can we maximize
research output by minimizing research cost? Clearly, an
optimality theory is beginning to step in and is becoming a
driving force to advocate a new value in the academic world
(#%7k ¥k, 1999 cf. Archangeli & Longendoen, 1997; Sperber
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& Wilson, 1995[1986]). Under this pressure, research train-
ers must look for alternative approaches to help trainees
internalize some basic skills so that a more successful sur-
vival in this digital epoch can be achieved academically,
economically, and technically.

Following suit, we have devised a gadget dubbed
“EAME” or “5 %" in Chinese (An Electronic Abstract
Made Easy System; See the relevant section of this book for
more information). The initial success of EAME has given us
not only confidence and experience (%7 #, 2000; %7k .
735 . #%#i, 2002; ¥k K, 2004a), but also a new momen-
tum to develop a comprehensive training system of a similar
kind for research development and academic writing. And
the final product of this endeavor is the publication of this
book and its companion — the RD system you can run in
your PC at home.

By having a quick read of this book, you will have an
opportunity to know more about scientific research and
academic writing; by using the software, you will have a
chance to experience all the fun in doing research and
appreciate the joy of becoming a writer. At present, all you
need to do is to note the following general instructions and
go on with your reading.

'....Q.O..0.0Q...lQ"..’Q!!.,\Qﬂ....l..'..‘...l

1. Read our step-by-step mstfuaians
'tskipanypmwswithow;

fﬁm’s‘ﬁ'dlbsely and

mym we mtmduce m

‘explamomemrmt h

h project, an interactive
understanding of the innovative trﬂnﬂigmadd.




FRrRAMEWORK OF INTRODUCTION TEXT
E LR 4 A

1. What are major problems and possible solutions in research
development & academic writing? [r)i3i 5%t 5%

2. What unique features does the RD system possess? ZSEA1iF

3. How can you use the RD system and make your research work easier?
PH T

4. What tips can help you deepen your understanding of the RD system?
‘5137 g

1 What are major problems and possible solutions in

research development & academic writing?

)R 5 % R

Writing an English composition is not an easy job for
most Chinese university students. Writing an academic
paper is a rather demanding task even for most successful
language learners in any language learning context. Realizing
these facts, you may wonder: What makes academic writing
so difficult? A quick reflection on the question brings about
the following understandings.

In the first place, we recognize that academic writing is
a unique type of writing that involves more than just some
language issues. A good academic piece puts much emphasis
on its logic (3Z 8+ ), objectivity (&M #: ), professionalism
(F k), purposefulness ( H M), structure (£5#51%:), and
expressiveness ( A ), other things being equally main-
tained and emphasized. Clearly, these special requirements
form a group of conspicuous problems for any novice re-
searcher.

L% Y waishs gy 8yl 01 uoidNPOIY|




)
*
=
T
ha
bt
oy
=+
4
.*
S
K
>
<
P
a2
&

-

In the second place, we acknowledge that when we are
involved in academic writing, we must provide a feasible
solution to each of the problems identified above. Function-
ally speaking, these problems have their own characteristics
which can be further specified as follows.

)

As far as logic is concerned, we may ask the question: Does the
internal organization of a given academic piece reflect a high degree
of logical reasoning? The pursuit of this requirement is dependent
on logical reasoning ( 1B #5343 AR ).

When it comes to objectivity, we may inquire: Does a certain thesis
guarantee a high degree of objectivity in its situation description,
problem identification, argument setting, data collection, evidence
giving, analysis making, and finding presentation? An appropriate
approach to this question will address the issue of how to develop an
objective and scientific attitude in research ( ZMEHFHI A1 ).

When the issue of professionalism is taken into account, we may
examine the problem: Does a research article pay enough attention
to some fundamental issues that dominant research paradigms
want to address in a given field? A satisfactory answer to the
question will relate to the issue of professionalism (% Ml 3359/ ).

If the problem of purposefulness becomes the main concern, we
may question: What communicative purposes does a research
report want to meet? An attempt to deal with this problem will
address the question of why to write ( Sk {ifi 5 K9 R ).

When we turn to structural organization, we may ask: How can we
introduce a discourse pattern suitable for a scholastic piece like a
thesis? The treatment of this problem will immediately focus on the
selection of a suitable discourse pattern ( A % A [A] ).

When the problem of expressiveness arises, as it is often the case in
a foreign language learning situation, we may query: What linguistic
resources are available for non-native speakers to compose an
appropriate academic piece in English? Any solution to the problem
will inevitably relate to the question of how to write (& 2 5 {J[a]&). .




In the third place, we feel that a plausible theoretical
framework is needed a priori if we are looking for an innova-
tive and optimal training model so that all these problems
identified in the process of research development and aca-
demic writing can be systematically examined and effi-
ciently solved. To encourage a healthier interaction in a
cross-disciplinary setting, we adopt an eclectic philosophy
in our theory selection (Yang, 1995). Consequently, a ques-
tion-driven plus mirror-image simulating model ( #%7k#k ,
1999), a di-process-developed model ($54 k. %% . HH,
2002), a socio-cognitive model (%7 #k , 2002a, 2002b),
and a natural way of learning theory, namely, community of
practice theory (Lave & Wenger, 1991) are taken collectively
to construct a framework that can ensure that the whole
process of research development and academic writing is
well controlled in an electronic setting. More specifically,
this theoretical framework is designed that if you follow it,
you can expect to complete a scholarly piece in a much easier
way than what you have previously imagined. Our experi-
ence in academic training tells us that in the initial phase of
training, too much talk in theory will do more harm than
good — it will choke up a green hand in research. Conse-
quently, we prefer to adopt an alternative approach in theo-
rizing. We would like to use a streaming pattern by regarding
the whole process of training as a theory study course, thus
delivering theoretical points when necessary and relevant.

2 What unique features does the RD system possess?

ARG

Academically, we have to interpret scientific research
and academic writing in an absolute sense as a holistic and

LEY%Y waisks gy ay: 03 uoiONPOIU|
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sophisticated process mandatory at a higher intellectual
level of training in versatile university programs. Following
this line of argumentation, we may accept two important and
innovative concepts in the exploration of the nature of genre
or text. First, we notice that as purposeful and communica-
tive devices, genres take on the features of intertextuality
and network (Bazerman, 1994; Miller, 1997). Second, in a
highly academic context such as we may find in universities,
scientific institutions, and other education or research units,
a taxonomic model can be utilized to further examine the
relationships between different genres and their initial pur-
poses and expected functions. Table 1-1 below tabulates
three major genre types. More detailed explanation will be
given soon.

Table 1-1 The academic genre system (after Swales, 1990, 1996)

Research article

- <

Lecture Grant proposal
Journal abstract Textbook Recommendation letter
Conference abstract Introductory text Request letter for material/advice
Oral presentation Post-introductory text Application letter
Thesis Tutorial Submission letter
Dissertation Course description Cover letter
Book Research proposal
Monograph Evaluation letter or tenure/promotion
Chapter Referee’s review of book/article
Case report Referee’s grant proposal review
Review Memo to dissertation committee
Review article Editorial correspondence

(Source: Giannoni, 2002: 3)

The list includes both written and oral forms of dis-
course, divided according to the kind of audience addressed:
those developed for peer-communication are classified as



primary or research-process genres, whereas those serving
a didactic purpose are considered secondary or derived
genres. There is a third category of texts produced for private
or semi-private use, defined as interstitial or occluded genres:
though less evident, these are essential to the exchange of
material, advice and information between researchers, pub-
lishers, and university administrators. Taken together, the
academic genres form a spider’s web, at whose centre stands
the research article (Giannoni, 2002: 2-3).

Clearly, it will be well justified if we regard the formation
of an academic paper as a series of inter-textual genres or
texts that are logically and structurally strung together to
serve a scholastic communication purpose. The onion-peel-
ing approach suggested in this system indicates this new
perspective. In this framework, any text constituent, such as
a cover sheet, an abstract, a paper proper, or a reference, will
be treated as an independent genre or text that will occupy
a specific “slot” in the layout of an academic product.

Functionally speaking, this system is designed to offer
maximal service in comprehensiveness and flexibility so
that student researchers may complete a variety of academic
writing independently. For this reason, a thorough
deconstructionist approach has been incorporated into this
work. Practically speaking, you don’t need to follow each of
the steps specified in this system, if you feel everything is still
under your control. In fact, you may occasionally find it
structurally difficult to draw a clear-cut line between two
relevant sections, depending on the purpose of your writing.
These concerns are truly understandable and justifiable, as
what is promoted in the expertise system is something brand
new. Its design is closely related to our research concerns in
other cases. More specifically, as a part of our pursuit in
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