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When I was first asked to take a class
of postgraduate students from the Beijing
Public Security Bureau, I wasn’ t quite
sure what to expect.Of m I was de-

lighted to have the chance to meet thls_

group, since 1" 'd been told that thgy were
the first batch to bﬁem to lntam specifi-
cally in preparauonﬁ)r the EOS Olympics.
But what would they be like as people?
Would they be like st stufilhts froM Ehing,
listening attentively, but too timid to partici-
pate actively in class?Or would they be stern
and regimented, as one might perhaps ex-
pect members of Wme force to be?In

my career as a televnsnon presenter and

producer, I have %sed many audiences
large and small, bﬁﬁ/er in my life had I
been‘b]hfronted Q&gmup of hardened
senior officers in the pubhc security sector.

Faced with these uncertainties, it was with
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some ed into the class-
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room on that first occasion. “EkaT R E AT
I cleared my throat. “Good morning,” 42, FfA XA
I began, attempting to sound as confident as iy & PE fE R AEE N H =
I could.“Good morning!” came the boom-  fJHE—%, L &L
ing answer, uttered clearly and in perfect Fe ik — 7, Rk
unison, as though there were an invisible ~ RUuJfig ({533, i
conductor present.Not only was I taken badk - “RURLEE.T
by the sheer volume of this greeting, bﬁt il cmar 7
also by the expression on each face wlud; S % A R Bt
.
enthusiasm.Indeed, ﬁswm& o AARRN T FRAEAE
titude that was to contihuc ﬂ'!pu”ut m : B, BT WeE T
encounters with thmost unusual group. 5 3]

literally beamed with friendliness ar

Our first ses*n focused on translai?a 11 ( ll A ERE P ES
tion issues, namelf fundamental cu]tura% iﬁl Hte. B,
differences between China and the WesfW X IR ZAF LG A
that could lead t0' mlsunderstamﬂi‘lg7 CUBMNE Z R S T B e 1t it
misinterpretation if not handled appropri- Elﬁi«*uﬁzwﬁﬁ
ately and sensitively.We discussed the uu~.' AV B
portance of ﬁrst impressions and the neces- &mg X
sity to pl'OJGﬁ the unagg-ﬁ a peﬂﬁ force ﬁ SCALAFAERIRRA 25 57
that is bMas well as accessible.I T o 5k 2
cited an example. Whenever I enter Border 55l o
Control in China, the one thing that I find * %ﬂ#m
particularly irksome is the manner in which -~ WURFB. i}t % T )
the officers on duty summon us with a

brusque curl of the forefinger.And y

I




you stand there in front of them having your
passport checked, you begin to wonder if
you’ ve lost all status as a human being.Not
a smile, not a greeting, not even ‘g“Thank
you.” Just a passport thrown back in your
face before the next petsoninthe qucue is

motioned to come forwatd. - 2 "
Is this the umﬁ?of &soﬁmtléated,
educated nation 0{ the ‘ tnryl?Can
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mwwmmmmﬁ; of self-impor- B, e ErBl 4111
tance that we no long e what outmderg {E{lﬁﬁ il o
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To the credit of this particular class of

_ Chinese police officers, they approached their

training with a startling degree of open-
mindedness and maturity. They devoured
everything that they saw and heard, but dem-
onstrated a sharp analytical ability that could
discern between what was useful and what

was not, what could be adapted and what

most valuable aspect of travelling abroad -
to increase our knowledge, broaden our pcr—
spectives and, most importantly, in the pro=.
cess of learning about others, to learn about -
ourselves.When I spoke with annoyance and
disappointment about the officers at the Bor-
der Control, I believe the class was genuinely
embarrassed and sorry.I am fully confident,
though, that they could never be guilty of
such behaviour.Indeed, wherever they went, -
they commanded respect and gained many
new friends as a result. -

For instance, when I later accompanied
the group on a visit to Centrex, Britain’ s
national police training centre, we were in-
vited to sit in on a seminar held especially for
senior commanders from around the world.

The theme of the discussion was counter-
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terrorism and the main speak-
ers included some of the lead-
ing experts in the Metropoli-
tan Police and the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office.Dur-
ing the session, I could see our
group avidly scribbling down

notes.In the questions and an-

swers section that followed, -

our Beijing police officers

shone above the others with

the quality of their quesmal.
The chief trainer lﬂer came
up to me and said: f”f‘hey*, e
an enthusiastic bunch, aren’ t
they?” .
Yes, they were indeed
an enthusiastic bunch, a group
of individuals who were com-
mitted to absorbing as much
as they could in the short space
of time that they'm who
show% such a burning desire
to learn that they m and
impressed everyone with
\vhqg they came into contact.
C) May thenr exampbhtmd-
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ing light to others who follow in their 71+ H IFE 2% ) R 18K, Wk
footsteps.And if they continue toin- % 1 [al A7 15 ke isk 9 8 A~ A«
spire colleagues back in Beijing, then © JEABAT I BB AT LR B ABAT )G
China surely stands a great chance of ,{é]@-}%‘&ﬂ%?%n T R ARATIAE ]
impressing the rest of the world asan . BlJL5)5, REASAKLLAN 201
emerging nation that is keen not oniy ﬂ? W, w2 miE Ba

to learn from others, but also to Shd‘ ‘ﬁ ﬁﬁ“’i‘x‘@mﬁ:}:ﬁé
its own experiences and insights and 31 mﬁﬁ b N5 EHE

communicate with peoples around - %%ﬂ, -5 i Y

the world on an eqml fotﬁing Lab‘ QEE BHEZM
enforcement cannotd ‘ CEEMZI
tem that 1mpooes ' i =3

citizens, local or fi
it and respond to i B
learn, a readinés§'to share%mm TR E?ﬁﬂ; Iﬁﬁg
desire to communicate - these are the K 1) 1 28 i —— 31X & i T &
very qualities that make a nation - Mﬁiﬂkiﬂiﬁﬁﬁ
strong and their peoplé respec%ﬁ" g&@] = T‘ﬁﬁdﬁ'ﬁf
the case of Beu' 7 v lic | -4 H a4 ﬁl, Tt HEABAT
FSTIN &

respected force and a genuine sym-  1E AR i 3 A

rity couw '-é 1

come a stronger and more greatly EEHZiJ

bol of a progressive China.
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