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Foreword

“Sichuan Foreign-Oriented Economy and Culture Series”is
now under press. This is written by experts and scholars in differ-
ent fields including science, humanity, culture and arts, economy
and trades. They have paid much attention and made greath con-
tributions to the devolopment of Sichuan's economy and culture. By
giving full play to the role of social science,they believe that their
devoted work for the publication of this series will further promote
China's reform and open policy as well as her socialist moderniza-
tions.

This series covers 37 different trades in 27 districts. It in-
cludes well-known products throughout the country and the world,
economic resources, beautiful landscape,scenery spots and famous

relics, cuitural aspects of different nationalities. They will be pub-
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lished in separated parts in separated volumes.

As much consideration is given to its scientific reliance, rich
information and keen interest, it is not only significant for academ-
ic study but also valuable for people to appreciute multi-- coloured
with either high-brow or popular taste.

In order to cheer the Asian Sports Meet to be held in Beijing.
we first release the volume entitled Giant Pandas with Graceful
Bearing. This is to welcome friends of different colours.speaking.
different languanges, from different countries to come to China to

pay a visit.

An editorial office of “Sichuan Foreign- Oriented Economy
and Culture Series”

1990. 6.
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Preface

The giant panda is one of the animals peculiar to our coun-
try. For thousands of years ago it was regarded as a mysterious
creature. According to some historical theories, more than 8,000,
000 years ago,in the wet tropical forest of Lufeng in Yunnan,near
the swamp, lived the original panda. About 4,500,000 years ago
the panda families began to live with Pithecanthropus’ in a large
area what is now southern China. As weather patterns changed
greatly in the passing time,as well as for many times,especially the
development of man into Paleoanthropus, the panda began to de-
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cline and was forced to withdraw to the valleys between the high
moutains on the verge of the Qinghai and Tibetan Plateau. This led
to a life of loneliness.

Because of the natural barriers of high mountains and plateaus
to the west, the panda remained among the warm and wet areas in
southern China. This area.with its abundant supply of bamboo and
dense forests,becomes a very domain of survival for the panda.the
Juckiest animal and an example in natural history of a living
fossil.

Not only are pandas today the precious treasure of China,but
also the precious heritage left to humans by nature. People all over
the world enjoy its beauty. Early in 1961 when the World Wildlife
Fund was founded , the panda was chosen to represent the WWF on
its flags and badges. In some large international events such as the
Olimpics and Asian Games to be held this year the panda was se-
lected as their trademarks symbolizing peace, consolidation and
friendship.

To protect this rare and precious relic, the Chinese Govern-
ment has set up fourteen natural reserves for the panda as well as
for other rare and precious animals. The pandas are mainly living
concentrated in the areas of the south slope of the Qingling,Shanx-
i, and Min Mountains along the borders l;etween Sichuan and

Shanxi provinces, the Qionglai Mountains as well as the big and
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small Liangshans covering an area close to 7, 000- square kilome-
tres. In the meanwhile . great efforts are being made by our sciemisls‘
in systematically studying along with international cooperation. A
great deal has been revealed about the mystery surrounding its exis-
tence.

This pamphlet will describe in detail the attractive scenery of
the panda’'s domain.the attractive world of animals and plants,and
the graceful bearing of the panda. If such bearing and interesting
stories could be enjoyed and appreciated by readers abroad as well
as at home, and various ideas of criticistn and collection could be

received and heard,I would be greatly thankful.

A good many thanks to all these persons as Tu Kaiyi, Pan
Minyuan,Sun Kaixiang and Peter Harnish who made great efforts

to go over and correct the English translation.
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