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Text 1SRN i L )«

It is usual to classify types of production as job production, batch production and flow production. In job
production, products are supplied to the special requirements of a customer, and the whole project is undertaken
as one operation which is completed before passing on to the next. A good example of this kind of work is ship-
building. In job production a single item is produced at a time, whereas in batch production a number of similar
items are produced in order to meet a continuing sales demand. Batch sizes vary, but the quantity which is pro-
duced amounts to more than immediate requirements, and the surplus production is stored. Finally, in flow pro-
duction, the manufacture of a product proceeds from one operation to another at a planned rate of output.

It is argued that the type of production method which is employed depends on the development of an individ-
ual company. That is to say, many factories begin manufacturing on a job production basis and proceed, as the
volume of production increases, to batch and flow production methods. This is not always the case, however,
since the type of production is not necessarily determined by the product volume which is aimed at, in fact, in the
car industry, tools are produced by jobbing methods, components are produced by batch methods. And the final
products are assembled by flow methods.

Flow production is associated with flow layouts, whereas job and batch production are associated with
process layouts. In a process layout, machines of a similar type are grouped together in the same section of the
factory, and work in progress is moved from one part of the factory to another. In a flow layout scheme, the
manufacturing equipment is arranged in the same sequence as the operations performed on the product. Each of
these operations must be capable of processing work at the rate required for assembly of the final product, and
the output for each operation must be balanced in order to provide a smooth flow of work.

There are advantages in both types of layout. In a process layout system there is more flexibility, and a
greater specialization of machines and labor is possible, while in a flow layout system it is not necessary to main-

tain a high level of stocks or to demand great skill in the workforce. (388 words)

1. The production method is not dependent on the size of a company because different products can be
[A7] displayed at different locations

[B] produced by different production methods
[C] designed by different specialists
[ D] sold at different markets
2. According to the passage. one advantage of flow production is
[ A7 much flexibility
[B] a high level of stocks needed
[C] particular machinery

[ D] little specialization of labor
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3. Which of the following production process can be classified as flow production?
[A7] Production of computer chips.
[B] Car assembling.
[C] Shipbuilding.
[D] Production of car components.
4. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to this passage?
[A7] Process layouts are appropriate to both job and batch production.
[B] Job production is aimed at producing several items at a time.
[C] A single product requires a single production method.
[D] The production methods depend on individual company development.
5. The best title for the passage may be
{ AJ Production
[B] Types of Production
[C] Advantage and Disadvantage of Different Production
[D] Job Production, Batch Production and Flow Production

Text 2NNV EAR 0. sh o]

It might be supposed that greater efficiency be achieved if several people collaborate to solve a problem than
if only one individual works on it. The assumption is by no means invariably true.

Although groups often may increase the motivation of their members to deal with problems, there is a
counter-balancing need to contend with conflicts arising among members of a group and to give it coherent direc-
tions. Problem solving is facilitated by the presence of an effective leader who not only provides direction but per-
mits the orderly, constructive expression of a variety of opinions; much of the leader’s efforts may be devoted to
resolving differences. Successes in problem solving also depends on the distribution of the ability within a group.
Solutions may simply reflect the presence of an outstanding individual who might perform even better by himself.

Although groups may reach a greater number of correct solutions, or may require less time to discover an
answer. their net man-hour efficiency is typically lower than that achieved by skilled individuals working alone.

A process called brainstorming has been offered as a method of facilitating the production of new solutions to
problems. In brainstorming, a problem is presented to a group of people who then proceed to offer whatever they
can think of, regardless of quality and with as few inhibitions as possible. Theoretically, these unrestricted sug-
gestions increase the probability that at least some superior solutions will emerge. Nevertheless, studies show
that when individuals work alone under similar conditions, performance tends to proceed more efficiently than it
does in groups.

Under special circumstances, however, a group may solve problems more effectively than does a reasonably
competent individual. Group members may contribute different (and essential) resources to a solution that no in-
dividual can readily achieve alone; such pooling of information and skills can make group achievements superior in
dealing with selected problems. Sometimes social demands may require group agreement on a single alternative,
as in formulating national economic or military policies under democratic governments. When only one among al-

ternative solutions is correct, even if a group requires more time, it has a higher probability of identifying the
right one than does an individual alone. (365 words)

6. In this passage, the author argues that thinking in groups
[A] is the best way to solve any problem
[B] is by no means uselul in problem-solving
[C] may result in effective problem-solving under certain circumstances

[D} will inevitably produce greater efficiency in problem-solving than individual thinking
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7. According to the author, the most important capability that a competent leader in a group should have is
[ A7 issuing coherent commands and collecting suggestions
[B] swift problem-solving ability
[ C7] personal charm and keen judgment
[D] popularity and senior experience

8. According to the author, compared with an individual, a group
[A] may need more time to discover an answer
[B] needs an effective leader to provide direction
[C] often fails to resolve conflicts among its members
[D] will always produce better suggestions

9. The word “brainstorming” (Line 1, Para. 4) means roughly .
[A] offering a method of the production of new solutions to problems
[B] unrestrained offering of ideas and suggestions by a group of people to seek solutions to a problem
[C] increasing the efficiency in problem-solving by working with each other
[D] forcing people to work together to solve a problem

10. It can be seen from the passage that a group will be more efficient in

[ A7 solving problem that need intensive study
[B] analyzing information and data
[C] dealing with national problems

[ D] selecting the best solution to a problem

Text 38

VAR v ieE LEFRT A -

One of the questions that is coming into focus as we face growing scarcity of resources of many kinds in the
world is how to divide limited resources among countries. In the international development community, the con-
ventional wisdom has been that the two billion people living in poor countries could never expect to reach the
standard of living that most of us in North America enjoy, simply because the world does not contain enough iron
ore, protein, petroleum, and so on. At the same time, we in the United States have continued to pursue super-
affluence as though there were no limits on how much we could consume. We make up six percent of the world’s
people; yet we consume one-third of common resources.

As long as the resources we consumed each year came primarily from within our own boundaries, this was
largely an internal matter. But as our resources come more and more from the outside world, “outsiders” are go-
ing to have some say over the rate at which and terms under which we consume. We will no longer be able to
think in terms of “our” resources and “their” resources, but only of common resources.

As Americans are consuming such a disproportionate share of the world’s resources, we have to question
whether or not we can continue our pursuit of super-affluence in a world of scarcity. We are now reaching the
point where we must carefully examine the presumed link between our level of well-being and the level of materi-
al goods consumed. If you have only one crust of bread and get another crust of bread, your well-being is greatly
enhanced. But il you have a loaf of bread, then an additional crust of bread does not make that much difference.
In the eyes of most of the world today, Americans have their loaf of bread and are asking for still more. People
elsewhere are beginning to ask why. This is the question we are going to have to answer, where we are trying to
persuade countries 10 step up their exports of oil to us or trying to convince them that we ought to be permitted
to maintain our share of the world fish catch.

The prospect of a scarcity of, and competition for, the world’s resources requires that we reexamine the way
in which we related to the rest of the world, which means we find ways of cutting back on resource consumption

that is dependent on the resources and cooperation of other countries. We cannot expect people in these countries
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to concern themselves with our worsening energy and food shortages unless we demonstrate some concern for the
hunger, illiteracy and disease that are diminishing life for them. CES 1 words)
11. The author warns Americans that .
[A] their excessive consumption has caused exhaustion of world resources
[B] they are confronted with the problem of how to obtain more material goods
{C] their unfair share of the world’'s resources should give way to proper allocation among countries
[D] they have to discarded their cars for lack of fossil fuel in the world
12. According to the passage, it has long been believed that .
[A] people in poor countries scarcely know how to enjoy a high standard of living
[B] the world’s resources being limited, the people in underdeveloped countries are bound to live a poor life
[C] most Americans know that the world’s resources of many kinds are becoming scarce
[D] it is impossible for all the people in the world to improve their living standards
13. By “commen resources” (Para. 2), the author means that .
[A] the resources possessed by the United States should be shared by other countries
[B] Americans have the right to consume resources both from their home country and from abroad
[C] it is difficult to distinguish the resources possessed by America from those possessed by other countries
[D] all the resources in the world should be shared by all the countries
14. The author gives the example of bread to show that the United States
[ A] has been much richer than any other countries
[B] has acquired more than what it has contributed
[C] has been too greedy in its pursuit of super-affluence
[D] is more capable of pursuing affluence than other countries
15. What is the conclusion of the passage?
[A] The United States will be isolated if it does not stop pursuing super-affluence.
[BJ] The poor countries will no longer supply the United States with their goods.
[C] The United States should care about the well-being of other countries.

[D] It is time for the Americans to help the people in poor countries to improve their living standard.

Text 4 NNENENNNVAER 0. LR IE

Parents can easily come down with an acute case of schizophrenia(¥ 1 43 R %E) from reading the contradic-
tory reports about the state of the public schools. One set of experts asserts that the schools are better than they
have been for years. Others say that the schools are in terrible shape and are responsible for every national prob-
lem from urban poverty to the trade deficit. One group of experts looks primarily at such indicators as test
scores, and they cheer what they see: all the indicators — reading scores, minimum competency test results, the
Scholastic Aptitude Test scores — are up, some by substantial margins. Students are required to take more aca-
demic courses — more mathematics and science, along with greater stress on basic skills, including knowledge of
computers. More than forty state legislatures have mandated such changes.

But in the eyes of another set of school reformers such changes are at best superficial and at worst counter-
productive. These experts say that merely toughening requirements, without either improving the quality of-in—
struction or, even more important, changing the way schools are organized and children are taught makes the
school worse rather than better. They challenge the nature of the test mostly multiple choice or true or false, by
which children’s progress is measured; they charge that raising the test scores by drilling pupils to come up with
the right answers does not improve knowledge. understanding and the capacity to think logically and independ-
ently. In addition, these critics fear that the get-though approach to school reform will cause more of the young-

sters at the bottom to give up and drop out. This, they say, may improve national scores but drain even further
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the nation’s pool of educated people.

The way to cut through the confusion is to understand the different yardsticks used by different observers.

Compared with what schools used to be like “in the good old days”, with lots of drill and uniform require-

ments, and the expectation that many youngsters who could not make it would drop out and find their way into

unskilled jobs ~— by those yardsticks the schools have measurably improved in recent years. But by the yard-

sticks of those experts who believe that the old school was deficient in teaching the skills in modern world,

today's schools have not become better. These educators believe that rigid new mandates may actually have made

the schools worse.

16.

17.

18.

19,

20.

The assertion of the experts who think schools are doing better is based on the
[ A7 qualification of the teachers

[B] test scores

[C] reading ability of the children

[D] basic skills of the children

People who think schools are not doing any better base their judgement on

[ A7 non-substantial margins of the scores

[B] toughened requirements of state legislation

[C] nature of the tests

[D] ability of students to think logically

The word “yardsticks” (Line 3, Para. 4) probably means .

[A] standard [BJ] opinion [C] angle [D] score
According to the author the drop-out rate of school children is often caused by the
[ A7 inability of the children

[B] school reforms

[C] easy access to unskilled job

[D] tough requirements of the schools

The author’s purpose in writing this article is to .
[A7] show the author’s positive attitude towards schools in the United States

[B] show the author’s negative attitude towards schools for readers to judge

[C] present two opposing views on the quality of schools for readers to judge

[D] offer the way to cut through the confusion about the quality of schools

iy

7 RSP LA

EEERRSER IS R

[A] Insomnia is the most common sleep complaint at any age, according to the National Institute on Aging

(NIA). Tt is defined as taking a long time to fall asleep, such as more than 30 to 45 minutes, waking up

many times during the night, waking up too early, and being unable to get back to sleep and waking up feel-

ing tired. Besides sleeping pills, other ways to coax sleep, according to the NIA, are to go to sleep and get

up at the same time and to try not to nap during the day. Experts also advise those with insomnia to avoid
caffeinated beverages late in the day and not to drink alcohol before bed, which can disrupt sleep. Develo-

ping a daily bedtime routine, such as reading a book, soaking in a warm tub, or watching television, can al-

so help.

[B] A new pill helps older insomniacs sleep longer and more soundly at night and cuts down on their daytime
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(D]

LE]

[F]

[G]

napping. new research has found. The drug, called eszopiclone, is a derivative of an older medicine called
zopiclone, said Dr. W. Vaughn McCall, chairman of psychiatry and behavioral medicine at Wake Forest U-
niversity Baptist Medical Center. He was to present the research May 6 at the annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Psychiatric Association in New York City. Eszopiclone (brand name Estorra) has not yet been approved
for marketing by the U. S, Food and Drug Administration.

The drug group slept better and longer and napped less during the day, he said. “During the course of two
weeks of treatment, the people who were on placebo were awake about 75 minutes per night (after having
fallen asleep), and eszopiclone reduced that to about 63 minutes. It was a small but statistically significant
difference. ”

“It sounds like a very good report,”

said William Wohlgemuth, a psychologist and assistant clinical profes-
sor of psychiatry at Duke University Medical Center. “As people get older, they have more difficulty main-
taining sleep,” he said. If the new sleeping pill helps them stay asleep and maintain daytime functioning
without getting sleepy, “that is exactly what you want in a sleeping pill. ”

Total sleep time improved, too. “In the placebo group, it was 350 minutes a night (or about 5. 8 hours).
The drug-treated group got 25 more minutes a night on average,” McCall said. Those taking the sleeping
pill also napped less during the day. “Of those who napped — and that was about 50 percent of both groups
— those who were on placebo typically napped three times a week, and in those on eszopiclone it was re-
duced to two times a week,” McCall said.

The newer drug is similar to Ambien (zolpidem) and Sonata (zaleplon), two commonly prescribed sleeping
pills, said McCall, whose study was funded by Sepracor Inc., eszoplicone’s maker. No sleeping pill is
meant for long-term use, he warned. “Currently the FDA labeling requires that sleeping pills be prescribed
not more than two to three weeks and then the patient is re-evaluated,” he said.

McCall’s research team assigned 264 insomniacs, aged 65 to 85, to a placebo group or a group receiving es-

zopiclone nightly for two weeks. They then measured the quality and quantity of their slumber in a sleep
lab.
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Without doubt, the international relations appear at times bewildering. 26) Students may at time feel that

their efforts t!’-?,,l!“_f!e‘[?!?ﬂ@,F;h?,,ﬁrﬂglexi},igs,f’f the international system today are futile.

The task is a difficult one, but it is not futile. It requires patience and persistence as well as logical enquiry

and flexible perspectives. As the examples just given often illustrate, contemporary international events are reg-

ularly interrelated; our task of achieving understanding is therefore further complicated because seemingly unre-

lated events in different areas of the world may over a period of time combine to affect still other regions of the

globe. 27)Events are demor}§trrabrlryrindepgndent. and as we improve our ability (o understand the causes and rea-

How can our task be best approached? Throughout history,, analysts of international relations have differed
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in their approaches to improving their understanding in their field. During the late 19th century and early 20th
century, for example, the study of international relations centered around diplomatic history. Who did what to
whom at a particular time and place were the main features of the method of diplomatic history. 28) This meth-

odology concentrated on nation-states as the main actors in international relations and included the study of the

major diplomats and ministers of the period. Detailed accuracy were required and obtained, but seldom were

causal connections or comprehensive analyses sought. 29) As a means for understanding a particular series of e-

vents, diplomatic history was (and is) excellent; as a means for understanding broader sweeps of international

relations or for developing a theoretical basis for the study of international relations, diplomatic history was (and
is) of limited utility.
Whereas diplomatic history sought to explain a particular series of events, other methodologies were devel-

oped during the 19th and early 20th centuries that viewed international relations on a global scale. 30) Strategic

and geopolitical analyses, methodologies in wide use even today, trace their roots to concepts developed by the

US Admiral Alfred Mahan during the late 19th century and British geographer Sir Halford Mackinder during the

early 20th century. To Mahan the world’s ocean were its highways, and whoever controlled its highways could

control the course of international relations. Mahan bases most of his analysis on Great Britain and its Royal Na-
vy. Partly because of the urgings of Mahan, the United States strengthened its fleet during the late 19th century

and actively sought and acquired territorial possessions in the Pacific Ocean, including Hawaii, Samoa, Guam,
and the Philippines.
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I. [ )i % | In job production, products are supplied to the special requirements of a customer, and the whole pro-

ject is undertaken as one operation which is completed before passing on to the next.

Lt #r | 7E and J5 BIX AN 434, X R ARIA which 518 T — A~ & M 4] , #&1fi operation,

CIF | FEAS R AR 7= 0 S L 7 B A T R O B ) R R B SR T 2R AT G, S T R R LA — A R B R AR AT
AAEEEMERT Z /A SREHITTF—1,

2. [ 5t 2 | This is not always the case, however, since the type of production is not necessarily determined by the

product volume which is aimed at, in fact, in the car industry, tools are produced by jobbing meth-
ods, components are produced by batch methods.
0T X )R AL A T WA < since 51 5 B R M4 s which 31§ T 5 # M A1 84 volume,
L SRm, HIOF A BRI, EA AR RLEE =R E, K IN7ERE Tk, TRMAZEN
DAAS A A 7= 1 O SR AT BT 75 344 i A= 7= e b i A 7= 07 SR AT .
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