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1. Thanksgiving in USA
EEAEBFTHEEATY

Writ T O, MBESCNE, NEUREE
RELAIT 233 1) I R IO 2 R R A — TR

It is one of America’ s most popular holidays.
It is a day for expressing thanks for the good things
in life, especially family and friends.

This Thursday is Thanksgiving Day. The
writer 0. Henry called it the one day that is purely
American. Thanksgiving is not a religious holiday.
But it has spiritual meaning. Some Americans at-
tend church ceremonies on Thanksgiving moming.
Others travel long distances to be with their fami-
lics. They have a large dinner, which is the main
part of the celebration.

For many Americans, Thanksgiving is the only
time of year when all members of a family gather
together. So, the holiday is considered a time of
family reunion{ 13 ). About thirty million Ameri-

cans are expected to iravel this week to be with
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their families. It is the busiest Lravel time of the
year in the United States.

More than any other holiday, Thanksgiving is a
celebration of family and home. Here is part of a
traditional Thanksgiving song. It is called “Bless

This Huuse”. It is sung by the Mormon 1abernacle
choir.

{ Tape cut I: “ Bless This House ™)

On Thanksgiving, family and friends enjoy a
long day of cooking, eating, and talking. The
Thanksgiving meal almost always includes turkey
meat with a bread mixture cooked inside. Other
traditional foods are sweet potatoes, cranberries,
and pumpkin pie. Stores sell more food at
Thanksgiving than at any other time of the year.
And many people eal more food on Thanksgiving
than at any other time of the year.

Over the years, some new iraditions were
added to America’s Thanksgiving celebration. For
example, a number of professional and university

football games are played on Thanksgiving Day.




Some of the games are broadcast on national tele-
viston.

Several Thanksgiving Day parades are broad-
cast on felevision, too. These parades are orga-
nized by big stores in several American cities. The
parade organized by the Macy’ s Store in New York
is the biggest.

Giant balloons twenty meters high float above
the sireet. The balloons are in the shape of crea-
tures {rom popular carteons and television pro-
grams. People on the ground hold heavy ropes so
the balloons do not fly away.

Thanksgiving also is a time when Americans
share what they have with those who do not have
much. Churches and other groups provide free
Thanksgiving meals for old people, the homeless,
and the poor. Many Americans give turkeys or
other food to these groups. Some spend part of the
day helping Lo prepare and serve the meals.

Religious ceremonies are an important part of

Thanksgiving Day for many Americans, People join

3
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in prayers and songs of Thanksgiving. One of the
most us songs is called “Prayer of Thanksgiving” .
The words and music tell of the traditional meaning
of Thanksgiving.

We gather with our famly.

We share what we have.

And we give thanks for the good things of the
past year.

Here is the Boston pops orchestra and chorus
singing “Prayer of Thanksgiving”.

( Tape cut 2: “ Prayer of Thanksgiving”)



I. What is the most popular food on Thanksgiv-

ing dinner?

A.

S

Turkey.
Sweel potatoes.
Pumpkin pie.

Cranberries.

. On Thanksgiving millions of Americans travel

a long distance

A.

© o

to go to church for ceremonies

to help the poor and the homeless

to be home with their families

to join in prayers and songs of Thanksgiv-

ing

3. What is sold best on Thanksgiving Day?
A. Fruits,
B. Foods.
C. Turkeys.




