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BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO
THE FOLK FINE ARTS OF LUOCHUAN

In the vast and luxuriant garden of China's folk fine arts,people espec-
ially enjoy and linger on those of Shaanxi province, In the flowering shrubs
of gayest colours, they appear extremely resplendent,

in recent years, the members of the Cultural Centre of Luochuan coun-
ty, Shaanxi province, under the care and support of their leaders and de-
partments concerned, interviewed hundreds of various kinds of authors and
gathered great deal of excellent works of folk fine arts after they had almost
run to every viliage and courtyard of the county, Some of the works they
found, for instance age-old, even vanishing ones, are treasured wares, These
ingenious creations, a rcal feast for the eyes, are from the hands of coun-
trymen who cherish the love of life and perseveringly seek the beautiful,
Their works expose the unsophisticated feelings of the northern industrious
people, and show their outstanding talents in making artistic creations,

The China Art Gallery in Beijing exhibited works of the folk fine arts
of Luochuan county which were dearly enjoyed by the broad masses as well as
both Chinese and foreign scholars,Luochuan, therefore, is specially honoured to
be called "The Home of Folk Fine Arts",

Located in the south of Yanan area, Luochuan is the intermediate zone
on plateau between Guanzhong plain and Northern Shaanxi, With ravinesin
length and breadth, it covers a vast area, Due to this geographical reason,
it bacame a famous place in the northwest boundary during the Qin and Han
dyvnasties, 1t has a long cultural foundation, and many scholars inscribed
their poems and articles about it, The reason that the Luochuan folk fine
arts present such grand appearance is not absolutely accidental, From the
simple but elegant style of the arts, one can see some traces of the historical
origins of the civilized tradition,

This picture album of "The Folk Fine Arts of Luochuan", as a rich treas~
ure~chest, contains most representative works of various kinds carefully
chosen from hundreds and thousands, The album brings you the general pic-
ture of the folk fine arts of Luochuan,

You will see and ruminate over these works of the Home of the Folk
Fine Arts with keen interest in the following order,

Paper cuts for window decoration .

Here, paper cuts are pasted on windows of every cavehouse and every
house of the peasants, It is a wildy colourful sceney Such artistic decora~

tion of coloured paper cuts which are simple and succince, are also to_heau-



tify ceilings, facsdes of Kangs (heatable brick beds), racks etc, Luochuan
paper cuts for window decorations cover a wide range of subjects, On the
technique of expression, they have three kinds of beauties, the beauty of being
bold and rough as the ones in the parts of Suide and Mizhi counties, the beauty
of being fine and vigorous as the ones of Jingbian, Dinbian and Anbian
counties, and the decorative beauty of Guangzhong plain,

Embroidered pillow sides

These are embroidered pieces on the two sides of square~shaped pillows
which were used long ago,They were taken as gifts or souvenirs whan people
died or married, With complete compositions, this embroidery is generally
square shaped but with four rounded edges, They are suitable for many pur—
poses, and I think they can also be used on back cushions of sofas,handbags
and wall decorations,

Cloth articles for daily use

Various kinds of animal-head shoes and hats are not only practical, but
also have aesthetic value, For other examples, these small and fine sewing
kits, exquisite wallets,and novel scented purses win everybody's admiration,
Clever in mind and quick in action, the countrywomen seem to make the
whole world into artistic waresy

Embroidered guodou

Embroidered Guodou, an apron-like garment worn next to skin to keep
the stomach warm, was popurlarly used by local people, men and women,
old and young, It was also used as gift to express people's affection, So
Guodou-makers display their talents as much as they can, Guodou is also an
important traditional nationality costume used for striking a pose on th?
contemporary stage for anexcellent effect,

Cloth toys

These straightforward and humorous cloth tigers, babies, pigs and dogs
...are full of a strong and pleasant appeal of life, This is the first bridge to
convey affectionate feelings from grandparents to their grandchildren,

Apron buckles .

Such buckles are used at the back of countrywomen's aprons, In Luo~
chuan, these buckles do not affect the practicality of the apron, but have
aesthetic functions, They are really excellent artistic creations, One look
at a bride's buckle which was made by herself can tell you how intelligent
and ingenious she was,

Flowery wheaten food

It is a custom to make wheaten sculptures in Luochuan and other neigh—

bouring counties at festivals, On Pure Brightness(Qingming) Day, bird-and-



snake shaped wheaten sacrificial offerings are made, Wheaten tigers and chi-
ckens are made at Dragon Boat Festi'vals, Flowerey wheaten steamed dread
in shapes of various animals is made to cclehrate children's birthdays, Round
flowery steamed bread in shapes of dragon and phoenix are presented to
bridegrooms and brides to symbolize satisfaction and luck,

Peasant paintings .

This is a newly-appeared variety of folk fine arts, Talented artists have
created a new sort of product, which exudes the fragrance of soil, Many
of their products of excellence are collected in the China Art Gallery, and
win prizes in the China National Peasant Painting Exhibition and Competi-
tion, They are favourably commented on and add radiance to the Home of
Folk Fine Arts,

Stone sculpture on edges of kangs

These tiny things from the hands of common stonc-sculpture artists are
simple and unadorned, have a kind of beauty different from majesty and
grandness of the stonc sculptures in front of emperors' mausoleums, But they
are by no means inferior,

Some of the stone sculptures are used to tether babics, sothey would not
fall off the Kangs, They also could be played with by babics, Of course, they
are artistic decorations at peasants' homes as well,

Owing to some limitation of history the Folk IFinc Arts are inevitably
mingled with dross, But one flaw cannot abscurc the splendour of the jade.
These labouring people's artistic creations demand prompt categorization and
study, But it is a great pity that thesc country arts have always been dep-
reciated as not appealing to refined taste, They often cmerge and perish with
the passage of time, So a big gap has remained in the histarical materials of
the fine arts, This is an omission which could never be made up, Thank
the members of the Cultural Centre of Luochuan County who put in a lot of
hard work to dig and collect works of folk fine arts, So a batch of vanishing
excellent works of folk fine arts can be well protected, Many of them are
stored by the state and become rare wealth in the art treasure house of our
nation,

Life develops without slackening, Any kind of fine artistic forms in his-
tory cannot always satisfy each generation, nor hand down for ever aesthe-
tic necds which are always changing, However, they will be paid attention
to as a cultural heritage of our nation, of which we are proud, And they

will,undoubtedly, become a good cradle to construct the culture of new times,
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Paper cuts for window decoration










