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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN UNDERDEVELOPED REGION:
THEORETICAL AND EMPIRICAL APPROACH TO WESTERN CHINA

ABSTRACT

By applying the fundamental principles of Regional Economic Ge-
ography (REG) and other theoretical achievements of development eco-
nomics, industrial economics as well as spatial economics, the paper
probes systematically into the general rules of economic development in
underdeveloped regions ( EDUR), and establishes the theoretical
framework on EDUR study. The whole dissertation contains three parts
of the preface, the main body and the conclusion.

The theoretical and the practical significance of EDUR study are
briefly stated in the foreword. It is of great necessity and feasibility for
REG to conduct EDUR study, but it is important to pay attention to the
perspectives, the analytical frame and the major contains of EDUR
study in accordance with disciplinary characteristics of REG at the
same time.

The first chapter begins with the critical review of domestic and
foreign theoretical literatures on EDUR study. As the basic preparation
for systematic theoretical approach of EDUR study, it is nec%éary to
inspect and re — define the fundamental concepts of EDUR. The eco-
nomic features of EDUR are also discussed and outlined in this chap-

ter. The connotation, the type and the indicator set of EDUR are put
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forward for further study. By taking the westem region of China as a
case, the second chapter of the paper analyses the respect features and
interaction mechanism of the factors and elements of underdeveloped
regions. The motivation sources of EDUR lie in the interactive network
of the factors and elements mentioned above, within which the spatial
flowing, composing, transforming and transmitting of resources are re-
garded as the direct source of motivation in EDUR. The major develop-
ment process of economic structure in underdeveloped regions is exam-
ined in ‘the third chapter. Based on the survey of the general rules of
industrial structure and spatial structure of underdeveloped regions,
and by applying comprehensive methods of theoretical and empirical
study, the paper conducts a detailed study on the evolution features of
industrial structure, the selection criterion of major industrial sectors,
the robust models of industrial structures of different regional types of
the underdeveloped regions in China. The development strategy and
model of EDUR in western part of China are discussed in the fourth
chapter. Based on the critical review of the problems of equilibrium
and non - equilibrium development model appearing in the application
process of the underdeveloped regions in westem part of China, the pa-
per puts forward the viewpoint of establishing moderate non ~ equilibri-
um & differentiate coordination strategies for the regional economic de-
velopment. The frame and the relative policy countermeasures of eco-
nomic location of different regional types are given based on the views

advanced. According to the features of resource spatial composition and
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the differentiation of regional economy, the paper divide the underdcj:-
veloped regions into 4 types in Westen China, and works out the de-
velopment models for them.

As a result, the paper draw some remarkable conclusions on
EGUR study, the major contribution of the paper should be the estab-
lishment of the integrated theoretical framework for EDUR study.

Key words Economic development; Underdeveloped region; Theoreti-
cal framework; Westemn region in China
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