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New Path for China’s Peaceful Rise and
the Future of Asia

Speech at the Bo’ao Forum for Asia 2003

(November 3, 2003)

Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen .

I am very pleased to meet with all the friends
here. The focus of my speech today is to put forward a

topic of “New Path for China’s Peaceful Rise”.

It is a general proposition., Around this proposi-
tion, my speech will be short and to the point. Let me
share with you my observations on the following three

questions:
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How to view China’s development?
How to view the path of China’s rise? And
How to view the relationship between China’s rise

and Asia?

Let me begin with the first question. It has been
precisely a quarter of a century, or 25 years, since the
inception of China’ s reform and opening up. During
these 25 years, China has scored a series of new and
important progress and achievements, China became a
well-off society at the beginning of this century, and is
now concentrating on building a well-off society in an

all-round way.

However, we are soberly aware that the current
stage of well-off society in China is incomprehensive,
quite unbalanced and of a low level. There is still a
long way to go before China can free itself of underde-
velopment. China remains a developing country, and
one facing a host of developmental problems of im-

mense proportions.

What are these problems then?



Here are two simple mathematic equations. One is

multiplication; the other is division.

The multiplication one is no matter how small and
negligible an economic or social development problem
seems to be, once multiplied by 1. 3 billion, it becomes

a big, or even a mega problem.

The division one is no matter how abundant China’s
financial and material resources are, once divided by 1.3

billion, the per capita level will be extremely low.

Obviously the 1. 3 billion I am referring to is Chi-
na’s huge population. Moreover, this population has
yet to peak. We anticipate it will start declining by

2030 when it reaches 1.5 billion.

Of course, we should not loselsIE=] tHE—mer
side of the coin. China’s reform andl giipd uprhifite
past 25 years have revealed several thih¥s-dntce podiyive
factors in China were fully mobilizell €AdiRS FpEay
revived. They demonstrated the imriesmaesseits

uawdo(a43(q 01 ppoy MaN Spuly) __as1y [nfoovay

0110



