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1. Introduction
This guide outlines the main provisions of the Factories and Industrial
Undertakings (Abrasive Wheels) Regualations.

These regulations require the proprietor of an industrial undertaking, in
which abrasive wheels are used. to take certain precautions for the safety
of persons employed in their operation.

This guide is designed to explain the law in simple language and the
Factories and Industrial Undertakings (Abrasive Wheels) Regulations
remain to be the sole authority tor the provisions of the law,

A separate booklet on Safety in the Use of Abrasive Wheels is available
free of charge from the Labour Department. The booklet is designed to
assist users of abrasive wheeis in appreciating the safety precautions
necessary in the use of abrasive wheels.

This guide should be read in conjunction with the guide to the Factories
and Industrial Undertakings Ordinance (Sections 6A & 6B} which
imposes general duties on proprietors and persons employed with regard
to the health and safety at work in industrial undertakings.

Enquiries concerning the regulations may be made to the Factory
Inspectorate at the branch offices of the Labour Department as shown in
the APPENDIX.

2. Interpretation
“abrasive wheel” means—

(a} a wheel, cylinder, disc or cone which consists wholly or partly of
abrasive particles held together by mineral, metallic or organic
bonds whether natural or artificial;

by a—

(1) mounted wheel or point; or
(i1) wheel or disc, having separate segments of abrasive material;
(¢) awheel or disc—
(1) made ol metal, wood or rubber; and
(i1) having any suorface consisting wholly or partly of abrasive
material; and

(d) a wheel, disc or saw to any surface of which, in each case, is
attached a rim or segments consisting of diamond abrastve
particles;

and which is, or is intended to be, power driven and which is for use in

any grinding or cutling operation.

“employee” means a person who in an industrial undertaking is employed
in using any abrasive wheel in any grinding or cutting operation.

“mounted wheel or point” means a wheel or peint consisting in cither casc
of abrasive particles held together by mineral, metallic or organic bonds
whether natural or artificial and securely and permanently mounted on
the end of a mandrel or quill.

“overhang” in relation to a mounted wheel or point, means that part of
the mandrel or quill which is exposed between the collet in which the
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R.3

R. 5(1)
R. 5(2)

R. 53)

R. 6(1)

mandrel or guill is held and the part of the abrasive material nearest to
that collet.

3. Application

Subject to paragraph 4 below, these regulations apply to any abrasive
wheel used for any grinding or cutting operation in any industrial
undertaking.

4. Exeeptions

(1) Regulations 3, 6, 9(a) and (») and 10 do not apply to any abrasive
wheel manufactured of metal, wood or rubber and having any surface
consisting wholly or partly of abrasive material.

(2) Regulations %@} and (k) and 10 do not apply Lo any abrasive
wheel which consisis wholly of abrasive particles held together by natural
bonds.

(3) Regulation 5 does not apply to any abrasive wheel having separate
segments of abrasive material.

(4) Regulations 5, 6, 8(1), 9 and 10 do not apply to any abrasive wheel
which—

(i) does not exceed 235 millimetres {9.4 inches) in diameter;

(ii) is manufactured of rubber; and

(D has any surface consisting wholly or partly of abrasive material,
when that abrasive wheel is used in a protable machine.

(5) Regulations 6, 8(1), 9 and 10 do not apply to any abrasive wheel
when it is used for the grinding of glass.

(6) Regulations 5, 6 and 10 do not apply to any wheel, disc or saw
to any surface of which, in each case, is attached a rim or segments
consisting of diamond abrasive particles.

5. Speeds of Abrasive Wheels

An abrasive wheel used in any industrial undertaking shall be clcarly
marked, in English or Chinese, with the maximum permissible speed in
revolutions per minute specificd by the manufacturer of the wheel. A
notice, in English and Chinese, stating the specified maximum permissible
speed of the abrasive wheel shall be permanently fixed in the room or area
wherc the abrasive wheel is used.

An abrasive wheel shall not be opcrated in excess of the maximum
permissible speed excepl in the case in which the diameter of an abrasive
wheel has been reduced its maximum permissible speed may be
proportionally increased. (A formula for increased speed in rpm is
provided in the booklet on Safety in the Use of Abrasive Wheels).

6. Speeds of Spindles

A notice, in English and Chinese, shall be affixed to every power driven
machine having a spindle on which an abrasive wheel is mounted,
specifying:



