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Ru Kiln and Ru Porcelain Culture
Author's Preface

Ru kiln system is one of the five best and great kilns in Song Dynasty in ancient China. It is as famous
as that of Jun kiln, Guan kiln, Ge kiln and Ding kiln. The technique for Ru kiln was exquisite. So it is called
that "Ru kiln is the crown above celadon Chinese Qing kilns". The problem about the exact place of Ru
Guan kiln for palace has long been a historical pending case because Ru porcelain wares for palace only are
with strict technical requirement, high quality and limited quantity and without enough record or documen-
tation in the study. Since the set up of PRC China, ancient porcelain experts coordinated with cultural relic
and archaeological workers, have found the exact kiln site in Qingliangsi Village, Baofeng County, Henan
Province after 3 generations and half century's hard work. The case of thousand years has been settled at
last.

From 1987-2000, Henan Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology had made 6 archaeological exca-
vations and got many articles and materials, such as, kiln furnaces, work shops, filtering pools, glaze pots,
wells and other producing ruins as well as saggar, test burning pieces (burning sockets) and all sorts of
supporting articles. What is more important is that large quantities of sorts of Ru Guan kiln article pieces,
especially the coins of "Yuanfeng Tongbao" in Song Dynasty have been unearthed. These provide true
evidence for the limit of the earliest manufacture time of Ru Guan kiln articles.

In Oct. 2000, an expert demonstration meeting and news brief for the new discovery of Ru Guan kiln
in Qingliangsi Village, Baofeng County were held by Henan Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
and Baofeng County People's Government. More than 20 famous porcelain experts and archaeological
experts throughout the country were invited to attend the meeting and visited the excavation site, enjoyed
the unearthed samples. After discussion, the conclusion was made that there is no doubt that the Ru kiln in
Qingliangsi Village, Baofeng County is the site of Ru Guan kiln in North Northern Song Dynasty. Chang
Jianchuan, Director of Henan Cultural Relics Bureau, formally announced before the news media from the
state, province, city and county that after half century's hard work by ancient porcelain experts and archae-
ology workers, the answer of the thousand year's mystery has been revealed. It is no doubt that the site of

Ru Guan kiln, one of the five famous kilns in Song Dynasty, is in Qingliangsi Village, Baofeng County. The



historical question has been answered.

In Oct. 2001, "2001 annual meeting of China Ancient Porcelain Society and World Ru Porcelain
symposium", sponsored by Chinese Ancient Porcelain Society, Henan Cultural Relics Bureau, Pingdingshan
City Government, was held by Ruzhou City Government, Henan Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeol-
ogy and Henan Museum in Ruzhou Guest House. Representatives throughout the country, experts from
Hongkong and Taiwan, as well as the professors, experts from Japan, Britain, the U.S., Singapore, Thailand
and Italy, more than 176 people attended the meeting. Warm discussions were held on the new discovery of
Ru Guan kiln in Qingliangsi, Baofeng County and on the related academic problems about Ru porcelain.
The representatives visited archaeological excavation sites in Qingliangsi Village, Baofeng County and the
new discovery site in Zhanggongxiang, Ruzhou City. The unearthed samples were enjoyed and appraised
for both sites. The conclusions have been made: There is no doubt that the Ru Guan kiln site in Song
Dynasty is in Qingliangsi, Baofeng County; the site in Zhanggongxiang, Ruzhou City is an important Ru
kiln site. Because its excavation area is small with small quantities of materials, more excavation work and
study should be made in the future.

In short, after half century hard work, from searching, finding, exploration, excavation and study to
repeated discussions and appraisal by experts both in China and abroad, including site visits, ruin investiga-
tions layer study, it is a fact that Ru Guan kiln site in Song Dynasty is in Qingliangsi Village, Baofeng
County. A full stop can be made on the argument about the Ru kiln sites.

Ru porcelain ware is an important branch of porcelain system with rich and deep cultural and art
connotation. She has not only the features of beautiful shape, exquisite technique and special skill, but also
the characteristics of even, clear glaze layer like jade & elegant treasure. She has extremely high cultural
quality, noble and graceful art style, particular technique, implicit aesthetics. Its special glaze with agate
will form special color and pattern. The glaze layer is bright with the surface full of cracks like lepidosis.
Thin bubbles are formed inside the glaze with lighting spots like pearls. Under the sun light red spots can be
seen inside the glaze like morning sun at one time and like evening sun at another time. The special art
charm of Ru porcelain is not only the glory in the history of porcelain development, but also the symbol of
porcelain culture.

The cultural connotation of Ru porcelain is rich and broad. It had made unique contributions to history

of art and craft development of China's ancient porcelain. The cultural art connotation of Ry porcelain in



China consists of science and technology, art and craft, shaping art, glaze decoration, painting and cutting
skill. She indicates the characteristics of Central China culture as well as the unique style of east aesthetics.
It happens only in Song Dynasty. No other porcelain wares were used by North Song Dynasty palace, no
other porcelain had enjoyed the prestige of the quintessence of Chinese culture. The Ru wares were warmly
welcome not only by common people, but also by the palaces in the late dynasties, by noble men and far-
sighted personages. They love it and collect it as valuable. The wares made by Ru Guan kiln were mo-
nopoly for use in the palace of North Song Dynasty, or gift of the emperors to their important officers.
There were few such wares coming to society.

The Ru porcelain wares appointed above were rarely made for the palace only during the limit period
of 20 years in North Song Dynasty. Among them the perfect wares were limited, so the articles handed
down from ancient times were even seldom because palace monopoly and wars. According to statistics,
from the late time of North Song Dynasty to now the Ru porcelain wares handed down are less than hundred
pieces, and they are collected by big museums over the world or Hongkong or by some privates. Therefore
people could hardly see one real ware. So far there has been a saying in the southwest part of Henan. That
is "Although you have millions of money you are not rich enough as one has one Ru porcelain ware". Li
Kuchan, the famous artist in China wrote, "the museums over the world are not perfect if they have no Ru
porcelain ware". From these, one can see how valuable the Ru porcelain wares are. Because it is very
difficult to see a Ru porcelain ware, even it is lucky to collect a piece of Ru porcelain crack. If one collects
one Ru porcelain ware, not only the economical value is considerable, but also the cultural connotation is
important for research work. The glaze composition can be scientifically studied. At the same time, the
beautiful article with elegant patterns, unique glaze will enrich people with art knowledge, mould people's

temperament, rains people's quality, as well as to cultivate people's moral character.

Zhao Qingyun
Oct.1, 2003
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