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Zhengzhou , situated in the origin area of the civilization of
the Chinese nation, is one of the oldest cities in China. The
findings of the relics of the Old Stone Age in the Zhiji Cave in
Xingyang honored as the “No. 1 Cave in Henan” show that at
least 100000 years ago the Chinese ancestors had lived and mul-
tiplied on this land. Within its boundaries are the rich cultural
ruins of the 8000 — year — old Peiligang Culture, the 5000 -
year — old Yangshao Culture at Dahecun ( Big River Village),
the 4000 — year ~ old Eritou Culture, ete. Xuanyuan Mound,
the legendary birthplace of Emperor Huangdi ( the Yellow Em-
peror) , the first ancestor of the Chinese nation, is just located
in Xinzheng City under Zhengzhou Municipality. According to
the Records of the Historian, Huangdi was the son of Shaodian,
his surname was Gongsun, and his first name Xuanyuan. As the
legend goes, after the Yellow Emperor established his capital in
Youxiong ( modem Xinzheng), he worked out a calendar,
created the Chinese characters, fed silkworms and made silk,




and taught his subjects to grow grain and raise livestock, laying
a foundation for the development of the city Zhengzhou in the
later times.

In the 21st century B, C. | the Xia Dynasty—the first slav-
ery dynasty in the Chinese history was founded, and Xia Yu was
supported to be the Chief of the tribe, His capital Yangcheng
was in the modem Gaocheng Town in Dengfeng City ( under
Zhengzhou Municipality ). Consequently the Zhengzhou region
became the central area under the rule of the Xia Dynasty.

Afier establishing the Shang Dynasty , Tang built his capital
in Bo, i. e. today’s Shang City in Zhengzhou. Following Tang,
some other kings of the dynasty including Waibing, Zhongren,
Taijia, Woding, Taigeng, Xiaojia, Yongji and Taiwu also kept
their capital here. Now the Shang Dynasty Remains located in
the eastern part of the proper of Zhengzhou cover a total area of
25 square kilometers and contain the ruins of the grand palaces
and the city wall standing high above the ground. Now the inner
town wall of the Shang City extends nearly 7 kilometers, its
rammed bottom is nearly 20 meters wide, and the highest exist-
ing part of the city wall reaches 10 meters. After experiencing
thousands of years of natural and man — made challenges, the
city wall still stands erect today.

After the Western Zhou Dynasty wiped aut Yin ( the name
for the late Shang Dynasty} , King Wu of Zhou granted the area
around modern Zhengzhou te his younger brother Guanshu,
hence the state of Guan. As the “ Important Town in the East”
of the Zhou Dynasty, Guan held a crucial positien. As recorded
in histary; * Guanshu personally acted in the capacities of the
supervisor of Yin and Marquis of the eastern part of the country,
all these were granted by the king. " Throughout the whole slave
sociely, Zhengzhou area had been all the time a key part to the
rulers, as a result, it had maintained an advanced level in terms
of city development, economy and culture.

During the Spring and Aulumn and the Warring Stales Peri-




ods, Zhengzhou area, because of its strategic importance, had
been a prime target for the various forces to scramble for
supremacy. Both the states of Zheng and Han built their capital
in modern Xinzheng for a total length of more than 500 years.
The findings made at the ruins of the Ancient Capital of Zheng
and Han include well — preserved city wall and remains of the
palace count as well as a variety of ruined workshops of handi-
craft industry. Successively unearthed are the over 180 bronze
weapons of various types, 255 heavy bronze wares used in the
royal family of Zheng, and especially the 18 sets of musical bells
totaling 144 pieces which are rare across the country, indicating
the advanced level State Zheng had accomplished in the areas of
politics, economy, culture, science and technology.

In the dynasties of Qin and Han, the handicraft industry in
Zhengzhou realized unprecedented development, with the sector
of iron smelting being more developed, and made the area a
major iron-smelting base in the country. It was in such periods
that the counties of Xingyang, Gong, Jing, Xinzheng, etc. were
established, among the earliest counties in the Chinese history.
Thanks 1o its critical location in the networks of river navigation
and overland communication, Xingyang steadily achieved a de-
veloped economy and once became a famous town with “its
wealth ranking first across the land” .

In The Third Year of Kaihuang ( A. D. 583) during the Sui
Dynasty, the name of Zhengzhou officially appeared following
the implementation of the prefecture — county two ~ level system.
In The Sixteenth Year of Kaihuang ( A. D. 596), Guancheng
was separated out of Zhongmu as a separate county and became
the seat of Zhengzhou Prefecture. Especially with the opening to
traffic of the Grand Canal and the Tongji Channel during the
reign of Emperor Yang of Sui, this area turned into a chief na-
tional hub of both waterway and land transportation, wilnessing
the “endless coming and going of the business people and
hoats™




After the Northern Song Dynasty established its capital in
Bianjing { modern Kaifeng) , Zhengzhou was put under the juris-
diction of Jingji Lu, and set in The Fourth Year of Chongning
(A.D. 1105) as Xifu, one of the four such administrative zones
in the whole country. In the early years of the Ming Dynasty,
this area was brought under Kaifeng Prefecture ; and twice in the
Qing Dynasty, it was a prefecture directly under the central
government. )

In the early 20th century, thanks to the crisscrossing of the
railways of Jing Han ( Beijing — Hankou) and Long Hai
( Lanzhou — Lianyungang) in the tow., the local national indus-
try, handicraft industry and commerce grew quite fast. Zheng-
zhou became a city in October 1948 and the capital of Henan
Province in 1954. Now Zhengzhou has jurisdiction over the 6
districts of Jinshui, Erqgi, Zhongyuan, Guancheng, Huiji and
Shangjie, 5 county — level cities of Gongyi, Dengfeng, Xingy-
ang, Xinmi and Xinzheng, and | county, i.e. Zhongmu. Since
China’ s reform and opening — up, Zhengzhou has achieved a
rapid development and now become a leading industrial,
scientific and technological and educational base of Henan Prov-
ince, a national hub of communications, a national famous his-
torical and cultural city, a top tounst city of China, a central
commercial and trade city in central China, and a major central

city in the Long Hai and Lan Xin Economic Belt.
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