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Preface

China is one of the early countries to open airmail
service. On July 1, 1921, China’s first postal airliner flew
from Beijing to Shanghai via Jinan, and the first set of air-
mail stamps was issued, marking that China entered into
a new stage to develop airmail service. During the early
days of China’s airmail post from July 1921 to Dec. 1941,
nearly 80 airmail routes were opened by the state, local
investment, or joint investment of China and foreign
countries. With a total length of more than 100 thousand
km. . these airmail routes led to 56 large cities and impor-
tant ports of the country as well as to 10 countries or
more of Asia, Europe and America. As for the old poor
China, it was considerable that her airmail service could
reach such a level.

Deserved to be mentioned is that in the early days of
China’s airmail service, the airline companies and postal
authorities often issued news in newspapers, commemora-
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tive envelopes, postcards and various postal marks when
an airmail route was on trial run or opened officially in or-
der to extend its influence. The then philatelists were
keen to collect these airmail items. Based on these items
and research achievements of our predecessors and new
findings in recent years, the book covers a rich content
and authentic data, mirroring the historical features of
China's early airmail service. It is a supplementary read-
ing material to learn and study China’s aviation history
and postal history as well as a reference in building up an
aerophilatelic collection of China.

Acerophilately is one of the philatelic exhibits derived
from the postal history. Though it appeared in early
days, China’s aerophilately makes a slow progress. At
present, a few collectors devote themselves to aerophi-
lately, and their collections are at low level, mainly due
to the extreme difficulty in colleting the items. To raise
the level of China’s aerophilately need attention and ef-
forts from all sides, and I believe that the book will play
an active role in promoting China’s aerophilately.

It is not easy for a collector to achieve a great success
of collecting and research, and especially of publishing his
or her own philatelic monographs. To achieve the goal,
he or she should have a clear aim in mind, make a persis-

tent effort, work hard and even devote the lifetime. Such
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collectors can be found in China in the past and at pre-
sent. Because of the limited conditions in various aspects,
published in China were bnly a few monographs and trea-
tises. Being conscious of the weakness, the Guangdong
Philatelic Association with the support from various sides
decided to launch a drive of writing and publishing
philatelic monographs, which deserves commendation. 1
hope that all the places with ripe conditions should attach
importance to publishing their own philatelic monographs
and make contributions to the development of China’s

philatelic cause.

Chang Zengshu
April 1993
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