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Synopsis

This is a monograph centering on systematic studies of the devel-
oping trend of thought and creative phenomenon of modern Chinese
children's literature. Confronting with the complicated literary scenes,
the author examines the inner mechanism, the historical course that
Chinese children's literature transforms from tradition to modernity,
dynamic atmosphere and aesthetic evolution of children's literature of
the whole century in the modern course with trying to combing “his-
tory, discussion and comment”, to complement macroscopic study
with microscopic perspective, to apply a compound research method
of multiple perspectives and layers. This book deals with two aspects
of literary studies. One is literary history, the studies on the past of
literature which has become history. The other is the present condition
of literature, the studies on the status quo of growing literature. The
two aspects compose the main contents of the first and the second vol
umes. The first volume, “The Theory of Developing Trend of
Thought”, centers on systematizing the origin and development, de-
veloping trend of thought and historical course of the twentieth cen-
tury's Chinese children's literature so as to establish the historical the-
ory system with logic thinking. The second volume, “The Theory
of Cases Studies”, centers on the analysis of some specific works with
particular significance and literary phenomenon on all of which the
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author has made deep observations. Therefore, it is imbues with the
author's original view. The author sums up literary theories from his
exploration into the two-literary history and the present condition of
literature. That is to say , on the one hand, the author, basing his
theories on the two and breaking away from them as well, realizes the
aesthetic truth of the basic concepts of children's literature and starts
from the two to literary theories. On the other hand, on the basis of
the theories, analyzing and grasping phenomenon, the author com-
ments on representative historical literary texts so as to proceed from
theories to literary history and present condition of literature. Theories
can be drawn from history; theories reflect history. This is a constant
interaction and approaching process from which the viewpoints and
contents of the third volume “Ideas Ontology” can be drawn. This
book is characteristic of mutual permeability of discipline construc-
tion. Using the form of “argument perspective”, the author comments
on 280 pieces of important children literary theories in the fourth vol-
ume, systematically making an entirely new sort of comment on the
next century's children literary criticism.

The book is the fruit and conformity of the author's studies on
children's literature for many years. So it is characterized by originality
in terms of structure and plotting. Many important viewpoints in this
book have the previous achievements as their warming-up exercises
and cornerstones. With an open field of vision, rigorous proof and
enthusiasm. the whole book is permeated with explorative spirit, crea
tive wisdom and fluid ideas. It is the important academic achievements
of Chinese children's literary study and the indispensable monograph
for those studying Chinese children's literature.
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