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Pan Gu
Separating Heaven and Earth

At its remotest and earliest stage. the universe looked like a huge egg. with Heaven and Earth
mixed into Chaos. It was in this huge egg that Pan Gu. creator of the universe. was begot.

Pan Gu was growing up in this huge egg of the primeval form of the universe. and began to be
active only after eighteen thousand vears had passed. The huge egg cracked open the moment he
started 1o stir. The airy part of the egg. which was light and clear, slowly rose to become Heaven,
and the rest. which was heavy and turbid, gradually sank to form Earth. and thus there was Heaven
and Earth in cach other’s distinctive sense. However, the distance between the carliest Heaven and
Earth was rather short. so much so that Pan Gu could not even straighten his back. and felt very
much oppressed. He did his utmost to hold on, so that Heaven and Larth would not join together. As
aresult, with each passing day, Heaven rose ten metres higher. Earth became ten metres thicker,
and Pan Gu himself grew ten metres taller. Standing tirm on Earth, Pan Gu persisted in his efforts o

prop up Heaven.
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With the lapse of another eighteen thousand years, Heaven had risen very high and Earth had
become very thick, and there was a distance of ninety thousand kilometres :n between.In other
words, by then, Pan Gu had grown 1o ninety thousand kilometres in height. like a high mountain
towering aloft between Heaven and Earth. The making of Heaven and Earth was thus completed:
Heaven rose no more, nor did Earth continue to thicken itself, and there was no chance of Heaven
and Earth closing up. Having fulfilled the arduous task of separating Heaven and Earth. Pan Gu fell
to the ground, and died.

After his death. his breath became wind and clouds; his voice, thunders; his left eye. the sun;
his right eye. the moon: his four limbs, the four poles of the earth; his blood, rivers; his arteries and
veins, roads: his muscles, fields: his hairs, plants and trees; his teeth and bones and marrow, rocks
and metal and pearls: and his sweat and tears. rain and dew. Pan Gu gave his all to the world he had
created, and made it beautiful and richly endowed.

The exploits of Pan Gu in separating Heaven and Earth are remembered for all time in China.
Pan Gu’s Tomb in Guangdong and Pan Gu’s Temple in Guilin of Guangxi, are places where people

go and pay tribute to the memory of this hero of remote antiquity.

BREFXH®

BERA T, B RIRIR R, b 7r, R, 1A R R &
R SR (SESINCE L1

S TEIX AN 5 ﬁU‘rl‘i’Uﬁ'ﬁ*P I, K T AT, flF s s sl sk .

A REMAIT . BRI R TRI, EE ETE. E R TR W
T3 E A RV, .:&?‘-‘Hr Rl B TR, SRR -UH_AS}‘ At IRy R R
BRI, RN R, R, R, RS VAR, RRER
Frog— L, sbfg Mg — 3L, Sbar g R R sk, f 11':"5[); PNRRIIRE SR SN

RO 7~ TAT . KOSTHSMR e, Mlsas i, hpngss s A ey 20y
o WA, B BRI, RS A R, B E KM ). ix
W KM RTE I 1 KAHTRE, HANFINEL, RHb ol &0yl 68 UL 48 A0 e T . Sl
TFRBEHR RS 7, B Rk, .

BOAEN, (o VRO A SO MR Zs, AR TR, RN T A, iR A
T Hse, T -ft}JMLEﬁ[JL-'r& MURAE AT, AR ARG, WLIA o I0EF, 5T 4L
MR U kL Bk, S, BEE T UKILERER, MR -
14 sk a1 Ml o rwwrmfr}-r AUl B I 1% A i 5

R I KREH e b B T R . ) R 3E, T S R ARG
S



The Legend of the Long

“There is a long in the faraway east,whose name is China.” The long is the symbol of the
Chinese nation.

In ancient times there often occurred droughts and floods in China. The long. or the dragon-
like being. who was capable of absorbing water and producing rain, had, therefore. become the
object for people to offer worship and sacrifices to. The long is identified as having the horse’s
head. the snake’s body, the deer’s horns, the cock’s claws, and the fish’s scales. It can soar to the

skies. gather clouds, make rain, and raise wind.
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According to legend, Huang Di, or the Yellow Emperor, of remote ages, was a long . The
Chinese are posterity of the Yellow Emperor, and, naturally, they are descendants of the /ong.

The ruler of every feudal dynasty of past ages invariably claimed to be the®Long Incarnate
and Son of Heaven™. It is said that Qinshihuang, the first emperor of the Qin Dynasty, was the first
to be called long, and that Liu Bang’s mother had found herself twined round by a flood long, and
was thus made pregnant. She then gave birth to Liu Bang, later to become Hangaozu, i.e. the first
emperor of the Han Dynasty, which immediately followed the Qin Dynasty.

The long symbolizes power, strength, propitiousness, peace and promise.

The long, as the embodiment and deposit of a culture, is deep-rooted in the subconsciousness
of the Chinese, and permeates every aspect of Chinese society. The image of the long is found
everywhere in China, typically the Imperial Palace in Beijing, where 9,999 palace halls and build-
ings boast a total of sixty thousand longs; it is practically a world of longs.

For myriads of years, the long has kept company with the Chinese, bringing favourable pros-
pects to them. Now there is no more the so-called “Long Incarnate and Son of Heaven™.,but the
long, as a mascot and as a spiritual symbol, is still alive in the heart of every Chinese. Each year on
every major festive occasion, people enjoy themselves by putting on fong-lantern shows and pad-
dling long boats, dancing with the long, singing in praise of the long.
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Chinese history | like a long river flowing from a
distant source. has extended. according to old traditons.
for about five thousand vears from the time of the leg-
endary Yellow Emperor to the present day. Here is a
brief Chinese chronoloey, which provides you with the

primary background knowledge the momem when you

are crossing the threshold of China and trying to under-
stand this country. Keep the chronology in mind for this

marks your first step into China,
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The Long Process
of History

Five thousand years ago, there lived many clans and tribes in the Yellow River and Yangze
River valleys. Huang Di, or the Yellow Emperor, was the most famous tribe-chieftain in legend.
Meanwhile there lived another tribe-chieftain called Yan Di in the northwest ot China, who, ac-
cording to legend, was a close relative of Huang Di.

It happened that a third tribe-chieftain called Ci You, who was fierce and warlike, kept aitack-
ing Yan Di and occupied large tracts of his territory. Yan Di dispatched troops to resist the invasion,
but found himself no match for Ci You, who finally put him to rout. Yan Di could do nothing but
turn to Huang Di for help. who, in respense. allied himself with the forces of other tribes, and
inflicted a crashing defeat on Ci You. Huang Di, therefore, won the support of many tribes, and
people of the later generations all regard him as the earliest ancestor of the Chinese nation. As Yan
Di and Huang Di were close relatives and later fused their tribes into one, the Chinese nation is
sometimes identified as being descended from Yan-Huang. You cannot benefit much from your
visit to China without a knowledge of Chinese history. Nor can you acquire a knowledge of Chi-
nese history without an acquaintance with the ancestors of the Chinese. In Huangling County,
Shaanxi Province, you can pay a visit to the burial-ground of the great Yellow Emperor. Every Pure
Brightness Day*witnesses grand commemorative activities there.

If you pass by Shaanxi Province, be sure that you don’t forget to visit the Yellow Emperor
Mausoleum. For buried there was the oldest neighbour of your ancestors.

The Yellow Emperor marked the beginning of Chinese civilization.

* Pure Brightness Day: This falls on the day April 4.5,0r 6, marking the beginning of the 5th of the 24 solar
terms. traditionally observed as a festival for worshipping at ancestral graves. technically known as “sweeping

the graves™.



A Brief Chinese Chronology

Five Lords*(c.2600-¢c.2100B.C.)

Xia Dynasty(c.2100-¢c.1600B.C.)

Shang Dynasty(c.1600-¢.1100B.C.)

Zhou Dynasty(c.1100-221B.C.)

Qin Dynasty(221-206B.C.)

Han Dynasty(206B.C.-220A.D.)

Three Kingdoms(220-280)

Jin Dynasty(265-420)

Northern and Southern Dynasties(420-581)
Sui Dynasty(581-618)

Tang Dynasty(618-907)

Five Dynasties(907-960)

Song Dynasty(260-1279)

Yuan Dynasty(1271-1368)

Ming Dynasty(1368-1644)

Qing Dynasty(1644-1911)

Republic of China(1911-1949)

People’s Republic of China (founded on Oct.1st,1949)

From the Five Lords to the founding of the People’s Republic of China, successive dynasties
and political regimes alternated like the rise and fall of the tide, all contributing (o the making of the
splendid civilization of the Chinese nation.

With these reign and regime titles as navigation marks and with the chronology directing the
course, you can sail along the long span of Chinese history. This is a shortcut to approaching China

and to understanding China.

* The Five Lords: Huang Di was the first of the Five Lords. the other four being Zhuanxu, Di Ku. Di Yao and
Di Shun.
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Chinese history. like a long river, has extended for five thousand vears,
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