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Publisher’s Note

China has her tradition to compile books in flourishing ages since
ancient times. From Huanglan (Imperial Reading) compiled according
to the instructions from Emperor Wendi of the Wei Dynasty, large
scale series books and reference books emerged constantly in the past
1, 800 years. Compiled in the reign of Kangxi and published in the
reign of Rongzheng, Gujin Tushu Jicheng (A Collection of Ancient and
Contemporary Books) is really a unique one among the ancient books.
Siku Quanshu (A Complete Library in the Four Branches of
Literature) compiled in the reign of Qianlong is the largest series a-
mong Chinese classics. The French Encyclopedia published in the same
period stands out as a new milepost in compiling large scale reference
books.

The encyclopedia is the king of reference books and is praised as a
wall-less university. The compilation and publication of an encyclope-
dia mark the level of development of a country. Most developed coun-
tries in the world compiled their encyclopedias in the early days. The
publication of each authentic encyclopedia always exercise a great influ-
ence over the country and even other countries.

After the 3rd Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China, China finally has her own encyclopedia,
the Encyclopedia Sinica. After the publication of the comprehensive
encyclopedia, specialized encyclopedias were published by some min-
istries and state commissions. These specialized encyclopedias not only
attach great importance to informativeness, but also lay stress on prac-
tical applicability, so that they are very popular among readers. The
compilation of specialized encyclopedias has become a major trend at
the present time.

Since the 1980s, China philately has developed rapidly, and the

number of stamp lovers in China has grown to 15 million. As the only
.3



specialized publisher of philatelic books in China, we decided to com-
pile and publish an authentic philatelic reference book, the Philatelic
Encyclopedia of China in order to meet the need of development of Chi-
na philately and the world philately, and to raise the stamp collecting
level of collectors and the business level of postal and philatelic work-
ers.

In compiling the Philatelic Encyclopedia of China, we recognized
more deeply that the compilation of the book is a complicated and sys-
tematic work. The publishing house organized experts to ferment and
discuss fully the guiding ideology, significance, characteristics, frame-
work, selections of writers, writing schedules, and other questions in
compiling and publishing the encyclopedia as well as done a great deal
to organize and coordinate the framework design, article writing, and
editing.

In the past 2 years from working on the framework in Apr. 1994
to the printing of the encyclopedia in Apr. 1996, we held the national
symposium on the Philatelic Encyclopedia of China in Beijing and fo-
rums of North, East, Central and South, Southwest, Northwest, and
Northeast China cooperative areas in Tianjin, Hangzhou, Chengdu,
Guangzhou, and Harbin. The framework of the book was changed 10
times.

Concentrating on philately, the Philatelic Encyclopedia of China
falls into 15 parts. The part of Post Stage and Post mirrors the origin
of philately. Philatelic History describes the developing trial of philate-
ly from its emergence to the present hobby. Postage Stamp, World
Postage Stamp, China Postage Stamp, Postal Stationery, Mailed
Philatelic Item, and Postal Marking reflect the object of stamp collect-
ing; while Philatelic Personage and Philatelic Organization the subject
of stamp collecting. Philatelic Activity, Philatelic Exhibition, and
Philatelic Research narrate the interrelation between stamp collectors
and collecting objects. Philatelic Literature and Philatelic Exhibition
mean the results of stamp collecting; while Stamp Market indicates

philatelic item circulation. The framework not only keeps the balance
. 4 .



of the structure and avoids reduplication of articles, but also pockets
all knowledge of philatelic field and realizes the systematization of the
knowledge.

The compilation of the Philatelic Encyclopedia of China is a course
to summarize China philately scientifically and systematically in na-
ture. The characteristics of the book are as follows:

1. Comprehensiveness. Covering every scope of philatelic knowl-
edge. 2. Refinement of material. Stressing elementary concept and
knowledge of philately and presenting information in each sentence. 3.
New. Mirroring the latest situation after China’s economic reform and
opening to the outside world drive, absorbing the latest data and find-
ings in researches, showing fully the national characteristics and also
paying attention to those international and giving expression to the
philatelic level of 1990s. 4. Authenticity. Giving scientific and authen-
tic arguments. 5. Convenience. Bringing more convenience to readers
to consult each terms classified systematically.

Participating in the compilation of the encyclopedia were more
than a hundred experts and scholars, including the vice presidents,
manging directors, and directors of the All-China Philatelic Federa-
tion; international and national exhibit judges and commissioners as
well as veteran and promising young philatelists. Most of them hold
senior professional titles, such as professor, senior editor, and re-
search fellow, or those of the same level.

The compiling work of the encyclopedia was energetically support-
ed by many units, such as the Ministry of Posts and Telecommuni-
cations; related departments of the Ministry of Posts and Telecommu-
nications; All-China Philatelic Federation; China National Philatelic
Corporation; posts and telecommunications administrations of Shang-
hai, Tianjin, Guangdong, Heilongjiang, Zhejiang and Jiangsu; as well
as the Zhenjiang Posts and Telecommunications Office and other units.
Taking this opportunity, we extend our sincere thanks to the above
mentioned units. As the page limit, we will publish an additional vol-
ume for the appendices of the Philatelic Encyclopedia of China. The

5.



book must leave much to be desired due to the limited experience in

compiling the encyclopedia. Comments and corrections from readers
are welcome in order to improve our second edition.

April 1996
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