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TO MY MOTHER

R. L. Stevenson

You too, my mother, read my rhymest
For love of unforgotten times,

And you may chance® to hear once more
The little feet along the floor,

!

Notes
1. rhyme: ZE*H", “BH"ZR. FPOLIPKEEEEREZ—, 4% rhyme

— XA RERK, RS EE,
2. chance: ¥ibfEzhiAM, BHES,
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Farewell to Meng Haoran
at the Yangtse'

Li Bai
Translated by Xu Zhongjie

My old friend leave;s Yellow Crane Hall for Guangling?,
In the third moon3, ’midst scenes of flowering springt.
Apgainst the blue sky, smaller does the single sail grow?,
Till nothing is seen but the Yangtes River afifow®.

Notes
1. at the Yangtse: JLEHIR®7 ik B Ae (Xin < BRH Ry
BRAXEEXFAMERNE A, iy «BEBHFR>, TESH
Bk, F¥mnEg, m RRIMBG, MEEXH
BEFSHEE B ARKTS farewell AXBERBA, R
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HER MAR“EREM, B
HEXHERRERD at the
Yangtse (£ KiL3),

. Guangling: XHEEHRFNS
—ITR “HMT. B &?H)(Jéf
Mz — 45T HELHEH
W, RO RED, MR
RER R RGP RE
HBM L AE SR, RN
i for ... #EBEHE-HU
k5 leave f&iF (leave a place
for another), #HEE T
spring #F¥)fisk A Guangling,
EHEETRFGHREG,

. Inthe third moon: X5 % H
moon # month, k=
RA"RMPE,E4EH moon, #
5 AA B AN March,

. ’midst scenes of flowering
spring: ZEHERELURDH RE

W, B “ERT R EXRNER
g7, ‘midst HEFE =

amidst.

5. Against ... grow: X, b

THE DN EREHER, 7
FafErTEAE @1 B, OB
FURXA S AR BT M 1% 35 IR
BREmEeE B, X9
WEEAFR Y. The single
sail  (IR“WLAL”, Mok XK
#.”) grows smaller against
the blue sky GXAMAABEN
HhAMMT EMEDE, fH
does Byahid, DAfEIE grow M
EARSASF tll .., aflow
wE),

. aflow: XR—-ATHEGEE

W, B EHST flowing, {E
EENEREFRES O AER
T , fm asleep, afraid %if—#%,

k #.

D
¥* g A
KME HiF
A, an, the ..,
A lazy sheep thinks its wool heary.
BEEACHEE,
An ill wound is cured, not an ill name.
Bl e, BAREK,
The wish is father to the thought.
ESEHBRIR,
The best mirror is an old friend.
ERREBIFHRT.
(817 1)
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Companionship of Books

Samuel Smiles?

man may usually be known by the books he reads as well

as by the company he keeps;? for there is a companion-
ship of books as well as of men; and one should always live
in the best company, whether it be of books or of men.?

[2] A good book may be among the best of friends. It is
the same to-day that it always was,? and it will never change.
It is the most patient and cheerful of companions. It does not
turn its back upon us® in times of adversity or distress. It al-
ways receives us with the same kindness; amusing and instruct-
ing us in youth. and comforting and consoling us in age.

[3] Men often discover their affinity to each other by the
love they have each for a book — just as two persons some-
times discover a friend by the admiration which both have for
a third. There is an old proverb, “Love me, love my dog.”®
But there is more wisdom in this: “Love me, love my book.”
The book is a truer and higher bond of union. Men can think,
feel, and sympathize with each other through their favorite
author. They live in him together, and he in them.?

{4] “Books,” said Hazlitt,® “wind? into the heart; the poet’s
verse slides in the current of our blood.’® We read them when
young, we remember them when old. We feel that it has hap-
pend to ourselves. They are to be had very cheap and good.
We breathe but the air of books,” .
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[5] A good book is often the best urn'2 of a life enshrin-
ing!3 the best that life could think out; for the world of 2 man’s
life is, for the most part, but'* the world of his thoughts. Thus the
best books are treasuries of good words, the golden thoughts,
which, remembered and cherished, become our constant
companions and comforters. “They are never alone,” said Sir
Philip Sidney,’® “that are accompanied by noble thoughts.”1®

[6] The good and true thought may in times of tempta-
tion be as an angel of mercy purifying and guarding the soul.
It also enshrines the germs of action, for good words almost
always inspire to good works.!?

[7] Books possess an essence of immortality. They are by
far'® the most lasting products of human effort. Temples and
statues decay, but books survive. Time is of no account with
great thoughts, which are as fresh to-day as when they first
passed through their author’s minds, ages ago. What was then
said and thought still speaks to us as vividly as ever from the
printed page. The only effect of time has been to sift out the
bad products; for nothing in literature can long survive but
what is really good.!®

[8) Books introduce us into the best society;2 they bring
us into the presence of the greatest minds?! that have ever
lived. We hear what they said and did; we see them as if they
were really alive; we sympathize with them, enjoy with them,
grieve with them; their experience becomes ours, and we feel
as if we were in a measure actors with them in the scenes which
they describe.

[9] The great and good®® do not die even in this world.
Embalmed* in books, their spirits walk abroad. The book is
a living voice. It is an intellect to which one still listens. Hence
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