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Personal Thoughts on“Nanjing Lament”

JIN XIANG

In February 1997 I received a telephone call informing me of a commission from New York City’s

Chinese community; I was to compose a work for the “Concert for Peace” to commemorated the 60" an-

niversary of the Nanjing Massacre . It was truly my obligation to accept this commission.I was compelled by

the pride of my national heritage and my sense of responsibility for history.

To review the part events, I visited Nanjing and it museum dedicated to the Massacre.I visited the

locations where the killings took place and read many documents related to this holocaust. My entire be-

ing — emotionally, intellectually and physically — was shaken up by page after page of history chronicled in

human blood and scene after scene of atrocity marked by utter brutality . For many days afterwards 1 was a

total wreck.Many thoughts came to my mind and put me in a torturous state.Gradually my sorrow and

anger were sublimated ; then I began to transcribe my thoughts into organized musical notation. At the same

time I also jogged down some of my thoughts in my daily journal as recorded below:

L

The Nanjing Massacre was not merely a holocaust in the history of human civilization ; it was, as
well,a combat between the good and the evil in human nature ,between human survival and ultimate
destruction .

For the sake of rescuing human civilization — at the least, retaining human beings’ rights to exist on
earth — we have no other options but to fight and expose brutality , to wrestle with evil and to uphold
goodness and righteousness .

When the destructiveness of human nature is developed to its extreme, begins also the self — an
nihilation of the human species.

The kind and innocent always tend to be naive,to the point of being foolish . Before they are able to
realize what is going on,they could no longer realize what is going on.

“Our country must be strong;its people must unite” — the blood of those 300,000 slain in Nanjing
once again endorsed this testimony of truth.

Forget about “creating a future together” ! They cannot even be straight — forward in acknowledging
historical truth.

“We may forgive brutality, but we must never forget, ”Those brutal ones must first admit and come
to terms with their own brutality before they deserve the forgiveness of their victims.

When some people refuse to acknowledge historical truth and then, worse yet, even attempt to revise
revise recorded history , the kind and innocent must be on their guard!

It is my prayer that the friendship between China and Japan would continue for many generations to

come. It is also my prayer that war would be no more in this world, This is my offering to the souls

of those 300,000 slain in Nanjing.

October 14,1997
Beijing, China
(Translated by Saunuel S.Cheung)
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