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The good news is that it wasn’t a disputed election'. The bad news is that it’s a deeply
divided country.

For many liberals?, this is not just a loss but a time of mourning. They no longer have
the consolation of regarding Bush® as a usurper (though censpiracy theories about rigged voting
machines are already making the rounds'). He is the first presidential election winner since
1988 to get a majority of the popular vote’. This time, there’s no disputing his mandate,

Why did Bush win despite a number of strikes against him—above all, the incompetent
waging of a controversial war®? One likely reason is that John Kerry’ was not a particularly
appealing candidate, According to the CNN? exit poll® of more than 13,000 voters, close to
two-thirds of those who voted for Kerry said that they were voting primarily not for him but
against Bush. The attacks on Kerry’s character and his record undoubtedly played a part; but
there were attacks on both sides, even if, ultimately, the ones against Kerry proved more ef-
fective.

Some of the reaction to the election results, both abroad and among American liberals,
brings to mind an acerbic comment by the German playwright Bertolt Brecht'®; “The govern-
ment has decided to dissolve the people, and to appoint another one. ” Many pundits and ac-
tivists obviously feel that we ought to elect another populace, the current one being too stupid
or too bigoted. “Reach out to these voters? Yeah. Then boil your hand till it’s sterilized,” a
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Kerry volunteer jeered in Salon. com. !

The ugliness in this campaign has been not just between the candidates but between their
supporters as well. To listen to some conservatives, Kerry voters are a bunch of latte-
sipping, America-bashing, amoral elitists. > Meanwhile, all too many supposedly tolerant lib-
erals fear and despise Bush voters as a mob of dumb, racist, Bible-thumping rednecks'.

As a libertarian conservative'*, I'm not particularly happy about the fact that people who
want to use the law and public policy to promote their moral and religious values currently
have so much power in the Republican Party”®. (Of course, liberals tend to be oblivious to the
ways in which they are willing to use the law and public policy to feist their own version of
morality on others, )'® But the caricature of Bush voters as ignorant religious fanatics is just
that, a caricature. The CNN exit poll found that only about 8 percent of the voters regard re-
ligious faith as the most important quality in a presidential candidate. (Not surprisingly,
these voters went overwhelmingly for Bush. ) While Bush voters are more likely to attend
church regularly, 47 percent of occasional churchgoers and 36 percent of those who never at-
tend religious services backed' the President as well. As for educational levels, 52 percent of
Americans with a college diploma voted for Bush. Even among those with at least some post-
graduate education, Bush captured 44 percent of the vote.

President Bush has been accused of pursuing divisive policies. '® But let’s face it, promo-
ting crude stereotypes of slightly more than half the electorate is not exactly the way to pro-
mote understanding. ¥

In addition to the presidential vote, the big news from this election has been the vote by
referendum in 11 states to ban same-sex marriage?®. The measure was approved even in Ore-
gon, where its passage was uncertain and where gay rights activists? invested a great deal of
money and energy into defeating it.

It would be, I think, a grave mistake to conclude from this vote that most Americans
hate gays. In recent polls, upward of 80 percent believe gays and lesbians® should be protec-
ted from discrimination in the workplace. No less important, about half of those who oppose
same-sex marriage support civil unions® for gays. Altogether, more than 60 percent of Amer-
icans support some legal recognition of gay and lesbian partnerships* —either marriage or civil
unions.

Yet in eight states, the newly approved marriage amendments outlaw even civil unions.
These bans were hitched to the prohibitions on same-sex marriage—even in states whose con-

stitutions specify that ballet initiatives can only deal with a single issue—and are worded so
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vaguely that it would take a crystal ball to figure out exactly what legal protections they
would prohibit. # They deserve to be tossed out by the courts. #

A final thought on the election results. Democracy is great; but in a divided culture de-
mocracy means that roughly half the people will live under a government they did not elect,
That’s one good reason to limit the federal government’s intervention in our lives and to give
more of the decision-making power to local governments, private institutions, and individu-
als.

—Cathy Young, Boston Globe, The (MA), November 8, 2004

(779 words)

I. New Werds

mourning [ 'momin] n. great sadness because someone has died 3E4s)

consolation [ konsa'leifn] n. sth. that makes one feel better when one is sad or disappointed
TR, B

usurper | 'juzeps] n. a person who takes other’s power, position, job, etc. when he does not
have the right to EZ&#, B #

conspiracy [ ken'spiresi] n. a secret plan made by two or more people to do something that is
harmful or illegal 3%i¥, BHik

rigged [rigd] adj. the result of an election or competition being dishonestly arranged before it
happens fEBERY, JEBBRNR

mandate [ 'meendeit] n. the period of time for which a government is given power {F#j

wage [ weid3] v. to be involved in a war against sb. , or a fight against sth. &#, K3

acerbic [a'sa:bik] adj. criticizing someone or something in a clever but cruel way 4%

playwright [ 'pleirait ] n. someone who writes plays BI4EZ

pundit ['pandit] ». someone who is often asked to give their opinion publicly of a situation or
subject 7&K, B, XK

activist [ 'ektivist ] n. someone who works hard doing practical things to achieve social or po-
litical change F#% 4+ F., HEKSF

populace [ 'popjulas] n. the people who live in a country ¥R

bigoted [ 'bigetid] adj. having such strong opinions about a group of people that one is un-
willing to listen to anyone else’s opinions EHAY, &8

sterilized [ 'sterilaizd] adj. to make something completely clean by killing any bacteria in it
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jeer [dzia] v. to laugh at someone or shout unkind things at them in a way that shows you do
not respect them BJF, xKFF

latte ['lattei] n. milk B3R,

bash [bee[] n. very strong criticism of a person or a group L TR ZE) FEFIFES

amoral [ei'moral] adj. having no moral standards at all ANBSFIEEENR, ~0-2IEH

elitist [ei'litist] n. a small group of people who have more power and advantages than other
people (RFAA, Hx

tolerant [ 'tolerant | adj. allowing people to do, say, or believe what they want without criti-
cizing or punishing them ZZH, BAEH

despise [di'spaiz | vt. to dislike and have no respect for sb. /sth. B, B

mob [mob] n. a large noisy crowd, especially one that is angry and violent Z&2Z &, R

dumb [dam] adj. (informal, esp. Am. E) stupid BsEH

racist [ 'reisist ] adj. of the belief that racial difference between people are the main influence
on their characters and abilities % 3 X

thump [6amp] n. the act of giving one’s opinion about sth. in a loud and aggressive way K&
RUEERE . IREEEER BB

redneck [ 'redinek] n. a person who lives in a country area of the U. S., is uneducated, and
has strong unreasonable opinions-used in order to show disapproval % T A, KA

libertarian [ liba'tesrion] n. HHEBEENE, Ta1HHILE

oblivious [ 'bliviss] adj. not knowing about or not noticing something that is happening
around BIEH], TR

foist [foist ] v. to force sb., to accept or have to deal with something that they do not want A
BE, B3R ()

caricature [ 'keerikatjus] n. a description of sh. or sth. that is only partly true and makes
them seem silly &if, %], Ef

fanatic [fo'neetik] n. sb. who has extreme political or religious ideas and is often dangerous
BEREE, Bma+

overwhelmingly [ouve'welmirli] adv. very great or very strong, so powerful that one can-
not resist it or decide how to react FEfBI#EHy, A AT HEHIHL

electorate [i'lektorst] n. all the people in a country who have the right to vote £k R

referendum [ refs'rendem] n. an occasion when all the people of a country can vote on an im-

portant issue 4 [ E
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lesbian [ 'lezbisn, -bjen] n. a woman who is sexually attracted to other women  [F]#E75%&

discrimination [ dijskrimi'neifn] n. the practice of treating one person or group differently
from another in an unfair way B {}

amendment [ a'mendmant ] n. a small change, improvement, or addition that is made to a law
or document, or the process of doing this {EIFE, &iT

outlaw ['autlo:]| v. to completely stop something by making it illegal & #i+---- bSE| 373

hitch [hit]] ©. to fasten something to something else FEfE

ballot [ 'beelst ] n. the system of voting in writing and usually in secret (FGif4%) #E %

intervention [ ,inta'venfn] n. the act of becoming involved in an argument, fight, or other dif-

ficult situation in order to change what happens ¥
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KERAPREXEFRARAEERKBE GG, BRIELEITK, ATESTER
B, AT M ATEURGAEERGFOIANKBERAEREEEURRRBEANE,
JRIETE AW, REEMAERK. fEELAURYE LT SORBIR & A E B 5 B 47
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conspiracy theories (theory based on conspiracy) FHifif

voting machine (machine used for voting) #ZEiZ Rl

exit poll (poll after exiting from the election) (FREF) REHAE

election result (the result of the election) EASZEHR

libertarian conservative (conservative of libertarian) B Hit{F 57k

public policy (policy for the public) LB

college diploma (diploma from college) K= 35

postgraduate education (education for the postgraduate) BF5T4AEHE
same-sex marriage (marriage of the same-sex) [E#5#H IS

gay rights activists (activists for the rights of gay) FRtRZFFEHTANSEH
gay and lesbian partnerships (partnerships of gay and lesbian) 5B & RI#EEHIEBER
ballot initiatives (initiatives based on ballot) FGiCGiHEEhFH IR



