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HISTORIC EVOLUTION

Shanghal, with its age-old oivilisation, 1s sard to be habit-
ed even 5, 360 years ago During the Spring-Autumn and Warring
States Pericd, the State of Yue was destroyed by the State of
Chuin 355 AD, and the area around Shanghal became part of
Chu. In the Qin dynasty, Shanghai was divided into two counties
of Halyan and Miao, whose modern equivalents are Jinshan and
Kunshan In Tianbao 10 (761 A. D.) of the Tang dynasty,
Shanghai was under the junsdiction of the then Huating County
Adter mic-Tang dynasty, an early foreign trade port emerged in
the Qinglong Township in the north of Pudong

Late in the Northern-Song dynasty, due to the sift-up of the
Songjiang River, ships move up from the sea via the rver mouth
to anchor afong the bank sast of the old town proper. Sea-going
trade helped booming the lacality and thus gained it the name
“Shanghai’ ("Up to the sea”] The Yuan dynasty separated the
township of Shanghai from the Huating Gounty to set Up a new
county under the Prefecture of Songjiang 1n 1290 A. D.

In early Ming dynasty, Shanghai was already a renowned
town In South-eastern Chima_ It bordered the Huating County to
the west and was linked by the Wusong River with the Jiading
County to the north, while to its east was the East China Sea.
Shanghai then coversd an area of up to 2, 000 plus sq.
kilometres, scaling 160 Ii. in iength east-westward and 90 li. in
width south-northward

After the Opium War, 1n 1842, Shanghai became an open
trade port luring busmess pecple from the world over. In the
1930s, the city was developed into the largest financial, trading
and shipping centre in the Far East, and a metropolis with world
reputation.

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, Shang-
hai has become a municipality directly under the central
govemment. In January 1958, the State Council decided to put
the thesa neighbouring counties of Jiading, Baoshan and Shanghai
af Jiangsu Province, as well as the western, northern and eastern
suburban districts, into the administrative expanse of Shanghar
And the State Council continued to add another seven Jiangsu
counties of Chuansha, Nanhui, Fengwan, Jinshan, Songjiang,
Qingpu and Chongming to the municipality, thus making the cur-
rént format of Shanghai
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LOCATION AND CLIMATE

Shanghai is located at 31°14" north labitude and 121°29° east
longitude, the very middle ot China's coastal line. Favoured by
its unique geographical location, Shanghai is endowed with con-
venient transporiation and a widespread hinterfand.

The chimate is congenial and moist, with sufficient sunlight.
The four seasons are distinct, yet winter and summer are longer
than spring and autumn. The annual average temperature is
about 17°C and the rainfall averages 1200 mm or so. Itis a typi-
cal Southeast Asian mansoon climate.

AREAAND CITY FORMAT

The total area of the municipality is 6, 341 sq. kilometres, of
which the Pudong New Area covers 522 sq. kilometres. The city
is about 120 kilometres long from north to south and 100 kilome-
tres wide from east to west.

Shanghai is currently divided into 14 districts and 6
counties, which include a total of 3, 568 neighbourhood centres.
under 114 community offices and 227 townships

POPULATION

Shanghai’s regular population totalled 12.99 million, among
which 9.53 million is urban population.

A DAY IN SHANGHA{(1994)

(In Million RMB)

Gross Domestic Product{GDP) 540.25

Local Revenues 168.74
Industrial Output 1165.81

Sociai Retail Value of Consumer Goods ~ 211.16
Transaction Value of Securities 13. 963 oillion
Total Port Vaiue of Imp/Exp Trade  US $ 99.29 million
Harbour Volume of Gargoes 0.454m
Railway/Water/ land/ Air Passengers 0. 139 million
Overseas tourists 3.621

Utban Public Bus Service Passengers 14.35m
Finished Housing Floor Space 23,933 sq. m.

Power Consumed 97.13 m. kw/hr.
4.08 m. cb. m

3.83 m. tons

Town Gas Supplied
Running Water Supplied
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Newspapers Published §.11m. cp
Boods Published 0.65m. op.
Mail Posted 1.34m. os
Long Distance Calls Operated 0.61m

SHANCHAI IN THE
NATIONAL ECONOMIC PIE

NATION  SHANGHAI SHARE(% )

incustrial Cutput

(in b. RMB) 7,690.9 425.5 5.5
zziilmejxds?:bld.s?c.au 605.3  77.1 48
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Overseas fourists Enter- os0 1 159

tained (in million)

FAST GROWING FOREIGN TRADE

The import/export votume of Shanghai port valued US $ 36.2
billion. Ameng which, the city's own export valued US $9. 077
billion, and import US $ 6. 742 billion. The two figures indicate
increases by 22.96 percent and 26.02 percent over the pravious
year, and 88. 14 percent and 1.93 timas over the previous three
years respectively .

From 1991 1o 1994, the total volume of Shanghai import and
export was 46. 351 billion US doltars. The annual increase rate
reached 20.80%. Among tha total volume, export took 28. 753
billion US doliars with the annual increase rate of 14.31%; im.
Port took 17. 646 billion US dollars with the annual increase rate
0f33.94% . In 1995 the export through Shanghai reached a new
stage. The total import and export volume reached 19,058 billion
US dollars which was a 20.46% increase over 1984,

The structure of Shanghai export commodities has been im-
Proving in recent years. Some traditional imported commaodities,




